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Works Escorts take 7-2 on Tour of Britain 


AME, 


*Castrol Anniversary Touring Car 
Championship 
* JCB Historic Racing and Sports Car 
+ Championships 
yx, *Evening News Celebrity Race 
Admission (incl. VAT) Adults £2.50 
Children under 16 £1.00 
Organised by Paddock Transfer £3.00 
Parking free Gates open 6.00 


Practice Times: Thursday 18th July 
from 12.00 to 18.00 Friday 19th July 
from 9.00 to 15.30 

Saturday 20th July from 9.00 to 11.00 


* Qualifying rounds for John Player 
Atlantic International Championship 
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Tour triumph 


“An event that will become the most important in the land 
within two years,” was the remark made by one of the 
country’s leading rally drivers last Sunday. He was of 
course referring to the Avon Motor Tour of Britain which 
had just finished after three days and 1000 miles of demand- 
ing motoring 

That the event was popular became clear after the first 
one last year, but with two now completed the enthusiasm 
from all quarters is unbounded. It was originally intended 
that this year’s Tour should be much longer and take in 
more of the country than last year, but, because of the 
fuel problems early in the year, it had to be reduced once 
more to virtually the same format, which was a disappoint- 
ment. However the new revised route was very well plan- 
ned and gave equal chances to racing and rally drivers 
—and what a success it was. 

A rallyman came out on top this year, but it was a close 
thing. For regular circuit goers the spectacle of the likes 
of Roger Clark and Tony Fall keeping ahead of the acknow- 
ledged greats in British saloon racing was a magnificent 
sight. As a once a year spectacle it is already very popular 
with the public for this very reason, 

For the competitor the Tour has just about everything ; 
racing for rally men and vice versa, night racing, hill 
climbing and so on and almost without exception no com- 
petitor had a bad word to say about it. There are suggestions, 
of course, for improvement in certain areas but Peter 
Browning, the BRSCC, Avon and Motor must be unreservedly 
praised for not only instigating the event but running it 
virtually without a hitch and managing to please so many 
people from different spheres of the sport. The organisational 
task was a mammoth one but they did it magnificently. 

Of course we all look forward to a longer and tougher 
Tour in the future and judging by the support given by the 
competitors, manufacturers (who are taking it very 
seriously) and public alike this could easily become one of 
the biggest events in the calendar. 

‘One especially pleasing aspect of the Tour was the 
co-operation given by the police everywhere to all con- 
cerned. This is essential in an event of this nature where 
there are long sections of road driving between stages and 
races, 


Not to be missed 


This weekend of course sees the most important race 
meeting in this country, The John Player Grand Prix at 
Brands Hatch. Full details are included within this issue 
but we would like to reiterate just what a fascinating meet- 
ing it promises to be. It has the biggest and the best ever 
FI entry this year with the added bonus for the spectator 
of qualifying in practice. But as well as the Fi race there 
are excellent supporting races and attractions—it is a day 
out that no motor racing enthusiast should miss 


our cover picture 


One of the highlights of the Tour of Britain was the spectacular 
racing between Gerry Marshall and Roger Clark in the victorious 
Escort RS2000s. Our report starts on page 14. 

(roto » Colin Tayler Productions 


Pit and Paddock 


edited by Chris Witty 


Late GP activity: 
Pace’s works BT44 


“The race really started last 
week," says Frank Williams about 
this" Saturday's Grand Prix. 


“We've only got 
practice laid on, and with 36 
Grivers supposed 10 be coming 
It’s going to be a scramble for 
all of us—and don't forget it 
can so easily rain at Brands 
Hatch. I reckon the team with 
the most spot-on organisation is 
going to be coming up on top.” 
A last-minute ring-round of the 
entrants on Tuesday afternoon 
revealed most of them well along 
In thelr preparations —as_so1 
Were unreachable because of be- 
ing at lunch, It can be inferred 
they were In good shape as well! 
The John Player GP comes at 
fan important juncture in terms 
both of championship prospects 
and sponsorship relations: be- 
sides that the Kent circuit Is 
particularly taxing, so everyone 
is taking it very seriously indeed 
A number of teams will be try 
ing new tweaks, including Wil 
Hams himself whose Iso. 
Marlboros will have a new wind 
tunnel-developed body shape. 
Howden Ganley tells us that 
“You won't be able to recognise 
the Maki, we've changed it that 
much. It's been a lot of work 
wetting It ready for Brands, but 
we're going to be there! 
McLarens, anxious to defend 
the best chance they've ever had 
to win the World Manufacturer's 
‘Championship, are bringing along 
a brand) new  Texaco-Mariboro 


five hours of 


for Emerson Fittipaldi ; this new 
M23/8 does not have the 
rumoured new suspension 
arrangements, but it should turn 


out considerably lighter than 
the earlier seven chassis. Up in 
Norfolk, Team Lotus are report- 


edly “doing a big titanium prc 
gramme” on their pair of JPS 
72s. In the Ripley woodyard, 


everyone has been “ working flat 
out as usual” to complete a 
third 007 to replace the Tyrrell 
damaged at Dijon. There are no 
basic alterations in specification, 
but there is a rumour going the 
rounds that Jody Scheckter will 
be first recipient of a radically 
more powerful version of the 
Ford Cosworth engine. 

Brabhams will be turning their 
ex-von Opel BT44 over to Carlos 
Pace who Is running as an official 
works driver and not with Hexa- 
gon; this Weekend the team will 
not be trying out any more 10 in 
rear wheels but they do have a 
set of new  glassfibre driver 
Seats — just like the one fitted to 
thelr Pit Trolley! The Trojan. 
Tauranac will have a revised 
cockpit surround, following recent 
encouraging testing lap times. 


Williams, whose second driver 
will be ‘Tom Belso rather than 
Jabouille as given in the entry 


iist, reports that Arturo Merzario 
is ‘recovering nicely from his 
recent injuries, but that as part 
of the Iso preparation — and that 
0 important organisation — Little 
Arthur will be met at the air 
port on his return from Watkins 
Glen by full medical. facilities. 

‘You never know, he could catch 
a finger in the ‘aircraft door,” 


frets Frank. “We have developed 
and. refined a new collapsible, 
streamlined wind-tunnel-tested 


stretcher» which will accompany 
him everywhere.” 


Alfa for 
Hesketh? 


Following the pomp and ballyhoo 
at its announcement late last 
year, Lord Alexander Hesketh’s 
plans to run an Aubrey Woods- 
designed V12 Formula 1 engine 
in the back of an Hesketh Grand 
Prix car has been quietly for 
gotten. However, we hear that 
the team is” still’ searching for a 
Suitable 12 cylinder engine and 
both Bubbles Horsley and Lord 
Hesketh were seen in Milan 
recently, presumably to talk to 
‘Alfa Romeo about using one of 
their 3-litre flat-12 engines in 
their new Grand Prix car which 
will be seen later on this year. 
Not very British though, is it? 


@ Lella Lombardi apparently 
reckons that she will be able to 
lap the Brands Hatch GP circuit 
in her FI Brabham at around 
1m 23.88 which, according to 
some, may well see her make the 
Starting grid for the Grand Prix 
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Durlacher 
joins March 


Jack Durlacher has become a 
director of March Engineering. 
He is one of the senior partners 
in Webb / Durlacher / Mordaunt 
(Stock Jobers) London Ltd., and 
he is as well known in the City 
as he is in motor racing Dur- 

cher brings a wide experience 
of business and finance to March 
and strengthens the City influence 
within the company which is al- 
ready present in the shape of 
Jonathan Guinness, 

Durlacher first became seriously 
involved in motor racing in the 
mid 1950s. In 1962, he began a 
Partnership with Rob Walke- to 
fun Jo. Siffert in Grand. Prix 
racing. This continued until 1970 
when Jo Siffert joined March. In 
1972 and 1973, Durlacher was 
part of the City Syndicate whica 
Sponsored Mike Beuttler’s Fl and 
F2 Marches, 

His main recent interest in the 
sport has been in son Bill's 
Formula Ford Dulon 


Edwards injured, 
Gethin steps in 


Dramatic news surrounded 
Graham Hill's Embassy Racing 
team earlier this week following 
Guy Edwards’ testing accident in 
his F5000 Lola at Mallory Park 


last Friday. Edwards apparently 
went to see a specialist on Mon: 
day who confirmed his injuries 
as two cracked bones in his left 
wrist. The wrist was put in 


plaster but Edwards was told that 
ft did not necessarily mean tha 
he would not be able to race this 
weekend 

With the doubt of Edwards" fit 
ness looming large in their fai 


went to. Peter Gethin who 
Immediately went down to 
Graham Hill Racing workshops in 
Feltham on Tuesday to be fitted 
Into the spare car. Unfortunately, 
the team cannot get a third entry 
at this stage so Gethin will not 
be able to test the car before the 
event, Edwards will try the car 
in the first practice session on 


rE 


Peter Gethin—deputising. 


Thursday 
vibration 


and if the intense 
proves too much for 
then Gethin will take 
his place. The current European 
F5000 series leader and reigning 
Tasman champion's Inst Fl 


the team naturally had to look race 
for ‘an replacement. We heard was in a Marlboro BRM in 
David Hobbs and even Bob Evans Canada last year but he failed to 
mentioned but the choice finally qualify. 

fore modifications at Snetterton, The infamous Russell corner bank 
as been removed and a new run off area substituted. 


© Despite the fact that Matra 
may well have won the World 
Championship of Makes by the 
time the British Airways 100 


h takes 


Kms race at Brands Hat 


place on September 29, the 
French team will be competing 
because, as Jean-Pierre Jarier 
stated at the weekend, “they 
have to honour their contract 
to Gitanes.” Alfa-Romeo and the 
turbo Porsches are expected as 
are two. Gulfs while Ferraris 


apparently expressed an interest 
fo compete when invited at the 
Race of Champions. However, a 
lot depends on the success of 
their Grand Prix programme 


@ The Dealer Opel 
hoping to enter three of 

2.-litre Commodore 
GS/Es in September's Tourist 
Trophy at Silverstone. Drivers 
are thought to be Peter Hanson 
and Richard Lloyd while the third 
undecided. However, 
following Tony Fall's stirring per- 
formances on the race tracks 
during the Tour of Britain, maybe 
the rally ace will take to the 
track once more. He'll certainly 
be phenomenal entertainment 
around Woodcote ! 


Team are 


is still 
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Pit and Paddock 


o_o: 


The rapid Zakspeed Escort pictured at Monza earlier this year 


Ford 1-2-3 at Ring 


‘The Nurburgring 6-Hour ETCC 
round Ist Sunday provided the 
most dramatic and exciting race 
Of the series so far. It also pro: 
Vided Ford with their first out 
right victory of the year, but it 
was not in one of the 3.4 Capris 
but the incredibly rapid Zakspeed 
Escort. In fact, Ford took the first 
four places with Niki Lauda/ 
Dieter’ Glemser/Toine Hezemans 
Capri and Albrecht Krebs/Horts 
Appel (Escort) finishing behind 
the Hans Heyer/Klaus Ludwig 
car. 

Hans Stuck took pole position 
in the works BMW he was shar- 
ing with Ronnie Peterson with 
Jochen Mass second quickest in 
the leading Capri. Hezemans and 
Jacky Ickx/Derek Bell in the 
second BMW filled the second 
row. 

Mass seized the lead at the 
start from Stuck with Hezemans 
third but Jochen went to the 
pits to have the fuel pump 
changed which cost him 11m as 
Stuck. charged away into the 
Tead, By lap 10 Stuck was in the 
pit. for suspension repairs 50 
Hezemans grabbed the lead. It 
then began to rain and the whole 
shape of the race began to 
change. Mass, chasing furiously 
to make up the lost ground, was 
on licks at the time and after 
@ furious spin his Capri slammed 
Into the Armco and was wrecked. 

Hezemans’ leading car was put 
on to intermediates at its next 
pit stop— Mike Kranefuss taking 


the chance on the intensity of 
the rain, BMW meantime went on 
to. intermediates not once but 
twice as the conditions changed 
As the track dried out, -Heze: 
mans stayed on intermediates and 
was able to open up a 2m lead 
over Stuck and then, on lap 18, 
the BMW went out with gearbox 
failure. Two other BMWs dropped 
out after accidents putting the 
Heyer Escort up to second fight 
Ing off a_ private Alpina BMW 
driven. by Sigmund Ogrodowczyk 
Sigiried Muller 

‘On lap 26 came Ford's second 
dramatic. moment as Hezemans 
coasted into the pits with a 
broken differential, Kranefuss. 
ordered it to be changed and in 
28m the work was done, Lauda 
took over the car and literally 
flung it round the circuit. He was 
7m 40s behind the BMW and 
3m down on the Escors, With 11 
laps left. the BMW was taking 
25's a lap off the Escort’s lead 
while Lauda was catching the 
BMW by 10-158 a lap. On the 
last lap the BMW went past the 
Escort with Lauda in his. slip- 
stream chased by Mass now in 
the other Zakspeed car, Mass de 
cided to outbrake the BMW but it 
ail went. wrong: both cars 
touched and their race was over. 
Ludwig took the lead which he 
was never to loose and. Lauda 
made second place secure. Fourth 
Was the top Toyota of Klaus 
Fritztinger/Ove Andersson. In the 
ETCC points standings Ford now 
have 80 points from BMW's 70. 


@ A recent RAC tribunal looked 
into the alleged assault 
of Richard Lioyd by Bobby Brown 
in the Brands Hatch paddock 
earlier this year. Brown was 
found guilty and has been sus- 
pended from all RAC controlled 
motor sport until June 1975. 


@ Hexagon of Highgate are put- 
ting on an exhibition of photo- 
Braphs taken by one of motor 
racing's top photographers Nigel 
Snowdon, starting this Thursday 
and lasting for a week. The ex. 
hibition is at the central London 
showrooms at 25 to 27 St George 
Street, Hanover Square, WI. 
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@ir’s happened! James Hunt, 
that very. eligible bachelor who 
thrashes around the race tracks 
of the world in Lord Alexander 
Hesketh’s Grand Prix car has got 
engaged. The lady in our hero's 
life is Suzie Miller. They intend 
to get married at the end 
the Grand Prix season in October 
Nice one, James 


© Among the confirmed dates in 
the new FIA calendar for 1975 
are a round of the European 
Touring Car Championship at 
Oulton Park on April 27 and a 
round of the 2-litre championship 
at Brands Hatch on June 22 


for James Hunt with the Vauxhall Magnum 
J the resultant overheating caused piston 


n the 


Hesketh 731 
for Dempster 


Following Vittorio. Brambilla's 
practice accident in the French 
and Prix two weeks ago, March 
Engineering were not in a posi- 
tion to prepare a third chassis 
for their semi-works F500 March 
driver Mike Wilds. However, 
Wilds and the Dempster Develop: 
ments team managed to come to 
3 suitable arrangement with Hes: 
keth Racing to run their March 
731 at the British Grand Prix 
this ‘weekend. The car, which 
Hunt last used at_the Brasilia 
non-championship Fl race. last 
February and briefly led the 
Argentinian GP before that has 
been rebuilt and will run in the 
familar red and yellow Dempster 
colour scheme. This will be 
Wilds debut in Grand Prix racing. 
@ Noel Edmonds will be driving 
Anthony Bamford's D-type Jaguar 
in the JCB Historic race at 
Brands Hatch this weekend. 


Belso for 
Brands GP 


Atter mi ‘culation as to who 
will drive the second Frank 
Williams Iso-Marlboro at Brands 


Hatch this weekend, it was con. 
firmed earlier this week that in 
fact, the Dane Tom Belso will be 
handling the car after all because 
of “contractural problems.” It's 
@ known fact that Frank wasn't 
keen on running either Belso or 
Gijs van Lennep, but his comm 
ment to Marlboro meant they 
wanted Belso, himself a Marlboro 
contracted driver, in the car 
Neither Frank nor Belso have 
Rot on terribly well this season 
So it's fair to say that this is the 
Iast time the Dane will drive for 
the team, 

© Team Lotus have confirmed 
that Ronnie Peterson has signed 
a further two year contract. to 
drive for the team in Grand Prix 
racing. 


HISTORIC Ty 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
PHOTOGRAPHIC 
COMPETITION 


July 20, British Grand Prix, Brands Hatch. 
August 18. Thruxton International, Thruxton. 
September 8. Gold Cup, Oulton Park. 
September 22. Tourist Trophy, Silverstone. 


The winner of the second round of the 
photographic competition is : 


JAMES BEACH 
|ANS 
SURREY 


who submitted the photo below 


PHOTOGRAPHIC ENTRY 
ta COMPETITION VOUCHER NO 3 


NOW OFFERED IN 
BASIC KIT FORM: 


AN IMAGE FFI FORMULA FORD 


That you ca for just £495. A compstitive car being brought 
Write of telephone to 
FSL CARS LTD, 
Newerott Estate. Tangmeie, Sussex 
‘Tels Hainaker (O28 303) a6 


McKENZIE OF STIRLING LTD. 


L MAIN DEA\ 


rey) folie 


DEALER OPEL TEAM 
Full tuning and preparation service 

KILDEAN MARKET, 
STIRLING 
STIRLING 62593 


Tel: 


thebigwheels 


2 


i= 


Wallace Arnold Sales & Service Ltd. 
$10 1LD. Telephone 39916} 
rs Main Dealers. 
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Pit and Paddock 


Not exactly the FI line 
deen from the seat next to Jacky 
taking the press for a ride at Brands Hatch last week. It wax hard 
to tell which party were enjoying themselves more! 


Paddock Bend and Ronnie Peterson as 


Techy. The two JPS drivers were 


JPS Brands test 


st week Players, enthusiast 
Sally properiag for’ ahele' Grand 
Prix this Saturday, invited the 
ublic world of journalism along 
to Brands Hatch for a glimpse 
Into the secret world of race 
driving. Laid on were a pair of 
Lotus sports cars, painted black- 
and-gold of course, and the pair 
Of IPS drivers—who were dressed 

ual clothing. reflective 
if of relaxation with 
which they hurl road cars side- 
‘ways at 90 mph. To most of us 
pitching an Elan or an Europa 
into Paddock Bend would be a 
matter of serious business, To 
the Petersons and Ickxes of this 
world It’s literally something done 
with one hand 

For Jacky Ickx the day began 
in Brussels and he was wearing 
fa tie, Ronnie Peterson had mi 
motored up from Maidenhead and 
was wearing a sports shirt. Both 
men had otherwise an extraordin- 
arily similar driving style, twirl- 
Ing the steering from lock to 
Jock with thelr right hands while 
keeping their left forearms 
stretched languidly along the 
central console ready to change 
gear. Neither man was paying all 
that much attention to. precision 
of line, nor indeed really to his 
driving, for in the middles of the 
most dramatic tyre smoking 
curves, cars and occupants rock: 
Ing and bopping onto the bump 
stops, both men were perfectly 
ready to chat about what they 
were. doing, 

“You can feel how slippery 
this new surface is in Druids,” 
remarked Ronnie, his right hand 
twisted full round to the bottom 
left of the wheel. his right shoe 
jammed implacably down to the 
firewall of the Elan, “No, I am 
not taking exactly the Formula 
One line through Paddock,” ex 
plained Jacky, “because the rac- 
ing car is less sensitive to the 
changes of camber of the road. 
Youcan hold a more smooth 
line," he finished as the screaming 


Dunlops just brushed the kerbing 
at the bottom of the dip 
If there was one difference in 


the lines chosen. by the two 
drivers it showed up entering 
Druids, where Ickx cut cross 


right to the Inside while stil 
braking, and went round very 
tight, It was a matter of tactics, 
he explained. “On these very 
slow corners every cat goes 
around at the same speed, and 
sometimes by arriving first at the 
apex you can overtake. Anyway, 
its shorter.” 

Peterson used the Plus Two, 
which seemed a very. well: 
balanced car with rather soft 
springing. Ickx demonstrated how 
the Europa had a tauter feel, 
more satisfying at the speeds we 
were going, and he was twirling 
the steering noticeably less than 
Ronnie, but at certain places the 
Europa's understeer seemed ex. 
treme, In both cases the cars 
were copable of being held at the 
most remarkable angles, engines 
revving hard and wheels waggling 
from lock to lock. To both of 
these Grand Prix drivers such 
antics were obviously a doddle, 
and Jacky, with a quiet smile on 
his face, agreed it was fun, “1 
haven't done this for years—but 
poor Lotus’ brand new cart 

Both machines in fact ran per- 
fectly, and withstood extreme 
abuse of the sort few drivers 
could have meted out. All in all 
ie was a fine day's experience, 
fas enjoyable to all parties as it 
was revealing to the guests, and 
as one came away one could not 
help wishing the John Player 
Special drivers success in the 
Grand Prix. Were Peterson to 
win, it would be the first two-In: 
a-row victory this year; were 
Tekx to take it it would be merely 
to repeat his superb Race of 
Champions. It's hard to decide 
which man should have our good 
wishes in return for their very 
kind demonstration of just how 
good they are! 


@ Regulations are now available 
for the August 3 meeting at Ain- 
tree from Ian Smith on 09285 
88692. Races cater for FF, Libre, 
‘SuperVee, Clubmans, Special GT, 
Modsports and Special Saloons. 
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© The cancelled F2 and 2iitre 
sports car races at Estoril have 
been re-scheduled for October. 
The F2 race will be on the 
second weekend of the month 
and the sports cars the last. 


John Fitzpatrick scored _his 
second win in this year's Euro- 
pean GT championship at 
Hockenheim last Sunday when he 
took the Erwin Kremer Porsche 
Carrera RS to a narrow 0.5 s 
victory over the George Loos 


™ 


Fitzpatrich—title lead. 


Racing Team Porsche of Clemens 
Schickentanz 

The dice for frst place between 
these two was the feature of the 
last half of the 25 lap race for 
they were never more than a 


Fitz takes GT win 


couple of lengths apart, Fitz 
decided to race on intermediates 
after wet practice while Schicken- 
tanz was on slicks and through 


ut the course steadily dried out 
From the start, Fitzpatrick, 
who had practised nearly 2 5 


quicker than anyone else, was 
chased by Tim Schenken in the 
second of the Loos cars with 
Keller in third. Schickentanz was 
some way back for the first four 
or five laps but as the course 
dried out, he quickly moved up 
to second. 

The Anglo-German battle then 
became so Intense that the pair 
pulled away from. Schenken 

ening up a gap of 4 s. Bob 


Wollek, wi was fourth 
initially, dropped out on lap 3 
when the engine blew. At. the 


finish, Schenken still held third, 


Claude Haldi had moved into 
fourth ahead ‘of Keller and 
Claude Ballot-Lena who finished 


By his win, Fitzpatrick has 
taken a five point fead In the 
hampionship. ‘He has 82. points 
the 47. of Schickentanz his 
team mate Keller Is third on 33 
and Ballot-Lena is. fourth with 
31. Fitzpatrick now also leads the 
Porsche Cup with 114 points to 
the 113 points of Keller, 


The Maki appeared at Silverstone 
form. All its distinctive bodywork 


moved to @ more conv. 
Brands Hateh 


last week in completely 


jonal position. I should appear ti 


revised 
il radiators 
this at 


has gone and the 


Gurney: ‘‘No 
F1 in 1974” 


Dan Gurney sald at the F5000 
race at Watkins Glen last week: 
fend that he would not be running 
his Fl car this year “and 
definitely not in that chassis” 
pointing towards the current 
F500 car. 

The current chassis has proved 
difficult to sort out and a com: 
pletely new car is under construc 
tion in his Californian workshops 
which will bear no relation to the 
existing model. This is being 
built specifically ‘to accept a DFV 
although it will double as an 
F5000 chassis. 


Quick RS2000 


few people were taken 
surprise “leat “weewand Tey the 
tremendous performance of the 
works Gl Ford RS2000s driven 
by Roger Clark and Gerry 

shall on the Tour of Britain 


The 2-litre ohe Pinto engine was 
reputed to be giving well over 
140 bhp in G1 rally/race spec 


and the cars proved constantly 
Quicker than the Dolomites, 
Mazda and even the DOT Opels. 
Does this mean that Ford will 
now put a concerted effort into 
Producing a racing version of the 
G1 RS2000 for. the remaining 
rounds of the national Gl. series? 
If so, then we're sure that the 
battle between the Dolomites and 
Mazdas will be hotter than ever. 
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the entered by 
an Lennep in the Wo 


Grand Prix Merchandising 
An exclusive range of officially approved BRM Race clothing for all the family 


Jean Pierre 


Fully lined nylon race jackets in Adults Nylon Race Jackets. 
Beltois 


team BRM green, with the fol- £9.95 
lowing features :— ‘ 
Concealed hood 
Storm cuffs inside fashion 
sleeves ey Seal tegonn 
% Breast pocket with Velcro co 2 
fastening for ease of access Fill nns, ts 
inside passport/pen pocket —_reqired 
-colour BRM team badge Adult T-Shirts £15 
% Side pockets Ss 4-36 ( 
% White front stripes 


Long Sleeve T-Shirts 
nly. A BF 

BRM Breast Pocket Badges 

IF 

BRM Cotton Caps 


See us at the 


Grand Prix [—_] 


All prices include UK postage ~ packing and where applicable V.A.T. 


Please send this form together with your remittance for £ to: 
Grand Prix Merchandising P.O. Box 201 Farnham Surrey GU97LU. 


Name. = — = 


. Address. E 
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Stan Clark 
G1 fine 


Following an RAC tribunal last 
week, Stan Clark was found 
guilty of running his G1/1.G-litre 
‘Alfa Romeo Junior with an over- 
Size inlet manifold at the Thrux- 
ton qualifying round of the 
Castrol GI series at Thruxton on 
April 15. Therefore, all points 
scored by Clark up to” and 
including that meeting are lost. 
Tt drops him from fourth overall 
in the series, when he was just 
one point behind class leader 
Bernard Unett, Clark was fined 
£100 plus a further £50 costs, 


@ Early this week Ronnie Peter: 
son was being quoted as favourite 
for the British GP. by Ladbrokes 
The list of odds was: 7-2, Peter: 
son; 4-1, Lauda and Scheckter; 

Fittipaldi; 6-1, Repazcunt: 
1o-1, Hunt; 14-1, Depailler and 
Hailwood ; 16-1 Reutemann ; 20-1, 
Hulme; 25-1, Beltoise, "Ickx, 
Jarier and Pryce. 


@Gary Bettenhausen was badly 
injured two weeks ago when he 
grashed his USAC midget racer 
ft the Syracuse dirt oval near 
New York, The Penske Racing 
driver suffered two broken collar 
bones, cracked ribs, a bruised 
lung ‘and virtually’ severed a 
thumb. He will ‘be out of racing 


@ Johnny Rutherford’s return 
to road racing at Watkins Glen 
last weekend was not a happy 
one. He was due to drive the 
Second Carl Hogan 5000 Lola, 
but the Indy winner suffered a 
tyre blow out early in. practice 
‘and crashed heavily fracturing an 
ankle. 


@ It svems that there is a 
possibility. of the Kyalami Nine 
Hours becoming a round of the 
world sports championship this 
year. Although the title is now 
Settled in the favour of Matra 
the final round at Buenos Aires 
Ig in doubt and moves are being 
made to transfer the champion: 
ship status. 


CATCHPOLE 


Pit and Paddock 


Tour fund 
raising 


A. novel idea on the Tour of 
Britain. last weekend was put 
forward by Mike Smith, son of 
Ford's. used car manager Reg 
Smith, who was driving on the 
event along with our own staff- 
man Bob. Constanduros. They 
were sponsored by British Car 
‘Auctions who put up a £30 crash 
helmet for auction, autographed 
by all the competitors on the 
event, All proceeds went to the 
Roger Williamson fund. The hel- 
met fetched £110 and is now the 
property of Wisharts Garage 
Gwner Stan Robinson Thanks 
Stanley 

@ With the Spa 24 Hours race 
for "group one and a half” cars 
coming up at the end of next 
Wweek, several of the British teams 
have ‘been testing their cars for 
the event. Ford, who are enter 
ing a Capri It for John Fitz- 
patrick and Tom Walkinshaw 
have been out at Snetterton in 
the last few weeks. Walkinshaw, 
running the car with the allowed 
triple Weber carburettors lapped 
the new circuit in lm 148 8 
Which compares with Barry 
Williams’ time in the racing 
Mazda RX3 at Im 162 5, 
Mazda themselves had hoped to 
take part in the Spa race which 
would have seen. another en 
thralling battle between the 
Japanese rotary engined coupes 
‘and the works Triumph  Dolo- 
mites. Sadly, the accident to their 
Tour of Britain car put paid to 
any plans they may have had. 

@ Manchester's Piccadilly Radio 
will be broadeasting Grand Prix 
reports from Brands Hatch this 
weekend on 261 motres in the 
greater Manchester area, At 18.15 
on Friday, Malcolm Harding will 
give the practice run down and 
bn Saturday, during the after 
noon, there ‘will be three visits 
> the race. 

@ Kent Messenger Sunbeam Imp 
driver John Homewood will be 
out of racing for several weeks 
having broken his wrist in a 
farming accident. Homewood is 
currently leading the Kent Mes 
senger 1000 ce saloon champion- 
ship. 


@ The Spanish circult of Jarama 
hhas expressed interest in running 
a F5000 race there next year 
along with Jyllandsringen, which 
has now been’ bought” by a 
consortium of Danish racing 
drivers, Zandvoort, Zolder and 
various Italian circuits 


@ On Sunday, July 21 at 2.15 
pm. the Ford Sports and Social 
Club at Newbury Park, Ilford, 
Essex will be playing host to a 
team of International Grand Prix 
drivers captained by World 
Champion driver Jackie Stewart 
and a Lords Taverners Team of 
show. business personalities cap- 
tained by Michael Parkinson for 
a special charity cricket match 
‘Among the personalities present 
will be Ernie Wise, Eric More 
combe, John Alderton, Colin 
Welland, Mick McManus, _ Bill 
Simpson, Nicholas Parsons, Mal: 
colm McDowell and many more 
Opposing them in the GP team 
are Graham Hill, Niki Lauda, 
Jody Scheckter, Patrick Depailler 


Jochen Mass,” Tim Schenken, 
Ronnie Peterson, James Hunt 
Denny Hulme and several more. 


Admission fee to the ground is 
£1 which is at Aldborough Road 
South, Newbury Park (ust off 
the Eastern Avenue), 


© We are sorry to have to record 
the death of Formula Ford driver 
Jon Thorne who was killed racing 
his FF Merlyn at Snetterton last 
weekend. After setting fastest 
lap he was challanging for the 
lead when he crashed into the 
barrier at the new esses. 
Avrosront offers its sympathies 
to his friends and relatives. 


@ Here's a super little package 
for a Formula Ford front runner 
who's got_a few problems. Paul 
Rendle has got in touch with 
us to tell us about the 
Preparation Services Lola 
which is available for hire, 
hot meant to be a rip off 
Rendle, “the idea is really to 
attract really good drivers or 
even thelr sponsors." The Lola 
has never been raced but has 
deen fully sorted by Ian Taylor 
The car will be maintained by 
Hugh Ashton's RPS firm in 
Cambridge and further informa. 
tion is available from Paul 
Rendle on 01-458 7097. 


‘ALLO, ‘ALLO, ‘ALLO. 


i 
} 


i 


@ "The Heavily © 
of Hesketh Racing" is a 48-page 
book, with colour, on the history 
of Hesketh Racing. It contains a 
Special feature by Private Eye's 
William Rushton and you will be 
able to get it either at Brands 
Hatch this weekend or from Bear 


Publications, 43 Condui 
London, WIR ONL. 

£1.20 or 90p to members of the 
Bear Racing Club. 


This weekend: 
SILVERSTONE 


At Silverstone on Saturday the 
750MC are once more running 
their six hour relay event. Once 
again the entry is oversubscribed 
with teams from all through the 
sphere of club racing. Among the 
teams are Clubmen's sports cars, 
GT40s, Aston Martins, Alfa 
Romeos, ACs, Morgans, ‘Special 
Builders and so on, As always it 
promises to be great fun and it 
all starts at 1 pm, 


CADWELL PARK 


‘s usual the BARC are running 
‘8 meeting at Cadwell on Sunday 
after che GP. There are rounds of 
the Forward ‘Trust F3 and Special 

oon, Britax Gl, Monoposto, 
Low Cost F4 and Super Visco 
F1300 championships. 

In the F3 race Brian Henton 
will be out to re-establish him- 
self as the Jeading runner but 
Tony Rouff, Derek Lawrence, 
Barrie Maskell and Danny Sulli: 
van will be out to stop him, 

‘An interesting entry in the 
special saloon race is that of 
Alec Poole in his Escort which 
will be ranged against Dave Mil- 
lington’s Firenza in the bettle 
for outright honours. In G1, 
Camaros are entered. for Mal: 
colm Wayne, Malcolm West, Brian 
Pepper and Nigel Stovin Bradford 
while John Cooper will be out 
in his BMW supported by all the 
usual Vauxhalls, Avengers and 
Moskvichs. 

All the races have strong 
entries and it's worth a visit just 
to see this fabulous circule in 
Lincolnshire, Practice begins at 
9 am and racing at 2 pm. 


By Barry Foley 


| SEE YOUNG EDMONDS HAS. 
WADA RELIGIOUS TURN, 


port 1874 
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OURS 


MONZA IS 
MAGNIFICENT 


Monza provides some of the most exciting Grand Prix racing to be seen anywhere. The Italian Grand 
Prix is a unique event in many ways. For sheer excitement, it cannot be bettered. So often it produces 
wheel-to-wheel racing, not only amongst the leading cars, but all the way down the field, Much of its 
appeal is engendered by the fanatical and voluble supporters who flock to the Autodromo and 
reserve their loudest cheers for anything that is red. So much the better if it happens to be one of their 
beloved Ferraris. 


We can still offer seats on three tour departures to Monza. 


Tour MR.38. 5 Day Holiday Hovercraft/Coach-£38 


A few seats remain on this economical visit. Travel is by coach through the night on the first and last 
days. Two nights are spent in Lugano. Accommodation is included. 


Tour MR.40. Week-end visit Friday/Monday by Air-£55 


A very satisfying weekend visit. Flights from Luton to Milan. 3 nights’ accommodation on the shores 
of beautiful Lake Como. Return on Monday afternoon. From £56. 


Tour MR.42. One day visit Sunday flight from Luton-£29 


One of our popular one-day visits. A great chance to visit Monza for those whose time is limited. 


Call KATE HAYNES for a reservation on Leicester (0533) 51211 or use the coupon below to request a 56-page brochure. 


PAGE & MOY LTD. 
136-138 London Road, Leicester, LE2 1EB _ 


Please send me 56 page Motor Rai 


brochure 


AS28 
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‘Second heat start : Paolt leads Depailler, Watson, Pryce and the rest. 


MUGELLO 


Paoli chases Depailler 


Story and pictures by PAUL THOMPSON 


‘The works March F2 steamr 


finished second, 
Jean-Pierre Paoli ws 


‘The race produced 
the front row of the grid and contested the 
bro! 

behind an equally impressive Jean-Pi 


‘Stuck. Patrick Depailler’s Elf-sponsored 742 won the first heat quit 
y 0.88, In the second heat and thus took his second out 


1 bearing. Brian Henton, deputising for Stuck, drove vei 
Jabouille 


ouble in the second he 
second in the firs 
Masami Kuwashima qualified for 


the second heat... Tom Pryce also went 


very well but was hampered by a misfiring engine, but nevertheless took third overall behind 


Depailler and Paoll, Jacques Coulon, Gi 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 
Set_as I Is, In the Appenines between FTo- 


nce and Bologna, the new (as yet unfinished) 
Autodromo Internazionale del Mugello, should 
carry on the long-standing, race-steeped tradi 
tion of this area of Italy. The old road cir. 
cult of the same name was phased out in 
wing just the Targa to carry on a 
but the name Mille Miglia still 
conjures up visions of great road racing, even 
to youngsters born long after that died. Pass. 
ing over the Futa and Raticosa passes near 
the new autodrome, one could not but help 
thinking of Moss/Jenkinson in 1955 or of the 
other heroes, Taruffi, Fagioli, Castelotti and 
‘many more, ‘The road is quiet, narrow, very 
twisty and, by today's standards, incredibly 
the new Mugello track 
just about everything desired by @ 
modern driver. Safety is really Al with gravel 
tun-offs on the comers leading to up to 
five layers of catch fence before the Armco. 
The straights are Armco lined though in one 
or two places it is very near the track, which, 
though adequate, is a little narrow in parts 
making passing difficult. There are further 
Iayers of catch fence behind the Armco to 
Protect the crowds in the curves and twisty 
parts. With 3.258 miles to the lap the length 
{is good, the major grouse being that there are 
too many second and third gear bends, the 
cars only pulling fourth and fifth on the main 
‘straight. From the start at the pits, the track 
crests a brow curving left down to the hal 
pin at the end of the straight which is 
taken in second. Holding this, the track climbs 
through a left, @ right on to another short 
straight where you grab third, back down a 
cog for a quick left, right, into third aj 
curving downhill to the right. Then through 
a sweeping left, the cars climb up right 
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sarlo Martini and Henton took the next three 


through two sweeps, a short straight before 
grabbing second for a longish ess bend. Take 
third on the exit for a dash down to a nice 
180 degree curve which tightens up with some 
tricky negative camber. This is second before 
‘a quick change up again for a very fast kink 
‘after which you grab fourth down a straight 
to the sweep, in third which brings you back 
to the pit straight. Take fourth on the exit 
and then fifth to flash past the pits for ai 

other lap. The facilities should be ace when 
finished, with a swimming pool, restaurant 
land offices under construction to add to the 
‘air-conditioned offices above the pits where 
the cars can be worked on under cover with 
running water available all through. The Auto- 


Depailler’s win was his second this year in F2. 


mobile Club own the track, and as it is not a 
private track there is a good chance the 
Grand Prix might be pulled here from Monza 
within a couple of years 
‘The Formula 5000 brigade had been washed 
out three weeks ago, so there was little to 
go by for comparison, all the F2 boys being 
in the same boat not knowing the place. Tyres 
were clearly going to play a major part, 
along with a good set-up on suspension, wing 
angles and so on. Thirty-seven cars. appeared 
to fight for 30 places in the first 25-lap heat, 
with four hour-and-a-half sessions to do it In. 
‘At three in the afternoon it was incredibly 
hot so the second sessions on Friday and 
turday were hopefully to prove more excit- 
ing at 6.30, Not surprisingly, Pat 
in 


first to suggest there was a mistake, but 
455s would have secured the premier’ spot 
anyway by 0.15. Like just about everybody 
else his biggest headache at the beginning 

heavy understeer. The nature of the track 


had @ combination of B33, 43 and 47 which 
were tried by most of their runners whilst 
Goodyear were going for a harder compound 
fon the front to the rear. Jean-Pierre Paoli In 
the second BP March did not go out on 
Friday, but was well up on Saturday, ending 
seventh fastest on 1m 49.7 5, 

Masami Kuwashima planted his Graviner/ 
Sanyo, Roy Kennedy prepared 742 next to 
the Frenchman on the front row. His mech. 
anics had rebuilt the car with all the 
latest settings. “Super Nip" was looking 
‘g000, though he did manage one spi 

mill was dropped in for Satur 
having tried the different Firestones availab! 
hhe put on the softer B47s for the last 
which was relatively cool, to get 
front row. 

Depailler dropped back to third with 
1m 48.7.8 in the last session in his Elf-March 
having dominated the previous three, Basically 
he was conducting full tank tests and when @ 
set of softer Goodyears were donned, he w 
baulked going for a quickie. The engine was 
changed for Saturday as Siuck's Rouen mill 

id been used on Friday. With Hanschen flyi 
‘at the Nurburgring, Brian Henton was making 
his F2 debut in the orange Jagermeister 
March and in Impressive fashion, too. He was 
very smooth round the twists, always up at 
the top of the time sheets for each session 
and ended up with 1 m 49.6 for sixth faste 
Both the works Marches were trying out the 
new extended nose a la Formula 1, it turned 
out to be a big improvement, worth over a 
second a lap, but being 41n farther forward 
with an extended splitter, it was difficult to 
anchor. Jacques Coulon's semi-works Antar 
car also had a long nose but could not better 
1m 50.75 after electrical problems and an 
over rich engine. However, he did the last 
practice on the hard B33 compound, whereas 


the quicker Firestone runners were on the 
softer B47, which worked well In the cool of 
the evening. 

Next to Depailler on the second row, Tom 
Pryce slaved with his Baty/Ottershaw Motors 
works Chevron, which never really handled 
all weekend. His 1m 49.0s was achieved by 
dint of some hectic wheel twirling. The vicious 
understeer was alleviated by fitting tabs 
round the nose, but no happy medium could 
be found, so that Tom was then fighting bad 
oversteer. The Schnitzer engine was changed 
on Friday night and developed an intermit- 
tent misfire late on Saturday when, with the 
soft compound Firestones, Tom found another 
25. 

‘On Im 49.45, just behind Pryce, Patrick 
‘Tambay was leading the Elf brigade, but in 
the Italian heat, the space framers with the 
water pipes running through the chassis tubes 
Were unbearably hot, He only put in a few hot 
laps on Friday and going to start the engine 
‘on Saturday morning it. was full of water. A 
fresh Schnitzer was installed for the last 
‘Session but there Was not enough time to try 
and balance the car properly. Jean-Pierre 
Jabouille in the other ‘Santoni-managed Elf 
got down to ninth fastest in | m 50.3 before 
Foasting and pulling in. 

‘The de Chaunac Elfs of Michel Leclere and 
Alain Serpaggi were in much the same trouble 
with Michel piping Jabouille by 0.3 s, after 
a blown engine was changed on Friday. The 
long rear wings were being used again and 
while Leclere stayed with the rounded nose, 
now extended by five Inches, Serpaggi wi 
lusing a flat nose, like Jabouilie and Tambay, 
to get down to 1 m 50.7 s. 

jehind Jabouille on 1 m 50, 6 s, Dieter 
Quester had the first of the Harper/Memphis 
Chevrons on the fifth row having finally cured 
his big understeer four laps from the end 
when he found another 2.5 s. David Purley 
was less happy in the second car, running 
with a Hart/Ford BDA for the first time. 
However, the engine was only just fitted 
before the team left England having been 
Toaned by Chevron and there was no time 
40 really get the car sorted, after a belt 
flew off the water pump on Friday. An ally 
BDG was inserted for Saturday when 
“Pearls” got down to 1 m S38 s, The 
fastest Italian on this occasion was Paulo 

wzzetto in his Elba March BMW. Like the 


other Italian March runners, he had benefited 


Angeliri, who found that, most of, the settings 

Il over the place. He was down to 1_m 
's, just 0.2 5 quicker than Duilio Truff 
The CSAI team appear to be in some financi 
trouble, while the red team 742s are in 
England being fitted with the latest mods, 
0 Truffo was out in Vittorio Brambilla’s old 

732, which had benefited from some 
mid-week’ sorting. His team-mate Maurizio 
Flammini, had acquired the Automobiles Club's 
unraced Brabham BT4I fitted with an 1800 ce 
Novamotor, but the car was 50 bhp down 
and with tyres going off, the Roman was 
nearer the back on 1m 53.7 s. Carlo Martini 
was getting the hang of his Everest March 
BMW on 1 m 51.1 5, but Gabrielle Serblin's 
‘Stebel_model looked "very ragged scrate! 
round to 1 m 520 s, 06 s quicker # 
Cosimo Turizio. Carlo Giorgio was out again 
in his Holbay Pinto engined March getting 
down to 1 m 53.4 in the final session. On 
Friday he lost all his oll on to the rear brakes 
30 John Read shipped out a new mill from 
England for Saturday. 

The two Brian Lewis prepared Marches 
Jooked immaculate with a fresh paint job 
‘each, but Andy Sutcliffe was not very happy 
with’ his 1m 51.1 5, finding the car's handling 
Fy unsettling. The tub is brand new and 
probably needed some sorting whilst th 
Hockenheim engine was rather tired. Bill 
Gubelmann found his problem was oversteer 
and when the banana Wing was cranked up, 
the balance was badly upset, so the old wing 
was tried, responded more to angles and 
was kept on for the race. 

Dave Walker was airing the Eurorace 
Warsteiner March again and progressively 
sorted out the handling with a dam and 
splitter to get a little more downforce for 
the old nose. This found 3 s on Saturday 


10 


Masami Kuwashima had his best ever F2 event lying third for some time. Brian Henton 


(following) made an excellent debut 


getting Dave down to 1 m 51.3 s, but the 
feam remained on the harder tyres for the 
Jast session as there was a short supply. The 
fear should be going to England soon for the 
latest mods, which should be worth a few 
more seconds. On 1m 51.8 s, John Watson 
was the first of the Fina/B&O/Matchbox 
Surtees up, running the Hart/Ford powered 
ear again. The team arrived late on Friday 
‘after the injection pump on the truck sheared 
fen route. In fact most teams had troubles 
‘on the way with one thing or another. Watson 
got in a good time early before the timing 
Slipped inthe second part, losing over 500 
fevs. Jose Dolhem was right out of luck in 
the ex-Mass TSI5 with a heap of clutch 
trouble. He qualified in Watson's car to 
get on the back row, while the mechanics 
eventually rebuilt the’ whole clutch system. 
‘The EXP 2 car is being modified to take 23in 
tyres and will appear again after satisfactory 
testing. The Ecuador Marlboro Surtees pair 
were getting down to some lappery looking 
alittle hairy at times and though Fausto 
Merello failed to qualify, Guillermo Ortego 
was getting It together to produce a 1 m 
534 

‘Just ahead on 1m 53.3 s. Jo Vonlanthen was 
bothered with no gears after'a split pin broke 
on his 743 modified March. The useful 742 
Is being readied back in’ Switzerland for 
Gunnar Nilsson to drive at Karlskoga. Claude 

‘had benefited from some serious 
Zolder on his GRD-Hart and 
managed the same tme with few problems 
for a change, while Torsten Palm was 04 s 
slower in his Pierre Robert, BMW engined 
car. This was the spare chassis from last 
year but needed a little sorting as the team 
decided to go back to 23 in Firestones. The 
final qualifier was Freddy Amweg with his 
Vileda March on 1 m 54.9 5. 

‘Among the non qualifiers was Finn Mika 
Arpiainen, who had hired the spare Pierre 
Robert chassis and with backing from North 

fe. cigarettes will undertake more races 
year in preparation for a full attack 
next year. Mugello was simply a test to get 
40 know about F2, but the Racing Services 
BDA was chucking out oil with 40 bhp less 
than it should have had. 


HEAT 1 


On Sunday morning, with the sun rising 
very hot again there was a flurry of activity 
amongst March runners who were fabricating 
‘lly louvred vents to draw alr out of th 
radiators, especially those with side pods 
who were running 10-15 degrees warmer, 

The first heat, due to start at 430 
away 15 minutes lat 
‘and down at the hairpin at the end of the 
Straight. Depailler managed a superb piece 
of late braking to whip past Kuwashima and 
Lafite into the lead, From there on 
was again ina class of his own as he eas 
away {rom Laffite and "Super Nip.” But 
‘after four laps Masami was starting to lose 
Contact with the Frenchman until appearing 
in second after another tour when Laffite 
motor dropped a valve. At this point, Paoli 
‘and Leclere had moved up a place each lap 
and were now thied and fourth, Pryce, who 
came round fourth on the first tour wi 
‘dropping back with Tambay with the handling 
right off, and Henton was making inroads on 
Leclere after holding steady at the start to 
avoid any trouble. Further back the big in- 
terest lay in the progress of Watson and 
Walker, both fairly storming through the 
field, Watson from his lowly position, and 
Walker right from the back after a quick plt 
stop for a misfire, With one-third distance 
gone, Dey 
10s in hand over 
a hot poker in his seat. Paoli, though, was be 
coming a threat as he got the scent of a scalp 
while Leclere now had Henton breathing right 
down his neck. Pryce was throwing his mis- 
firing Chevron round in a vain effort to keep 
up while Watson was gaining on him f 
Tambay had slipped back to head a scrap 
involving Quester, Coulon and Truffo, whilst 
Purley had clawed his way up to 12th ahead 
of Serpaggi and the trio of Martini, Bozzetto 
and Palm. 

Jabouille had been in the pits with the 
throttle stuck wide open and he came out on 
the next lap just behind the flying Watson, 
whilst Leclere dropped right back next time 
When the lip on the wing dropped off. He 


Early dice : Pryce leads Leclere. Paoli, Tambay, Henton and Jabouille. 


AUTOSPORT. JULY 18, 1974 


pitted next time round but lost three laps, 
while it was fixed. By now Paoli was haras- 


‘wobble when a balance 
weight fell off a front wheel. Next time 
through, the French were 1-2 with Henton 
up to fourth having nearly copped Leclere's 
wing lip, but the stay on “Rastus" (the 
affectionate name for the big F1 nose) had 
broken and was flapping wildly so that Super 
Hen had to pit after another few tours for 
attention, In the meantime Watson had 


closed right up on Pryce, but with 10 laps 
with a slow 


chased after the Surtees and 
Of pressure got through as the tyre deflated 
‘even more. So that was how it stayed to the 
end with Depailler 20 s al 

in turn had 10 s on Kuwashima The 
Japanese slowed more towards the finish 
when the clutch overheated and started play- 
ing up, so that Pryc ite his wicked 
handling was just 4 f ‘back, but lucky 
to finish when it was found the oil cooler 
bracket had broken and was nearly dragging 
‘on the ground, 

Truffo had been going very quickly in the 
Brambilla March and escaped the earlier dice 
he was having, finishing fifth, adjacent with 
Jabouille (the latter a lap down). Watson 
held on to sixth with the tyre flat at the 
finish but had enough in hand over Coulon 

had broken, but who felt 
would not pull on the straights. 
took a lonely eight from Quester 
tyres went off to add to bad handling 
problems. Martini plodded in ninth, the last 
Unlapped runner. Palm got the better of 
Bozzetto, with Henton next after his stop, 
then Gubelmann, Jabouille and Ortega. Dave 
Walker climbed back to 13th, but his luck 
aw him in the pits again when black flagged 
for loose bodywork which dropped him eight 
more places, Tambay was also unlucky on 
the 13th tour when he pitted with a broken 
fuel injection pump, getting in one more lap 
ort in the 
which effectively ruined his 
chances for the second heat while Dolhem 
spun on the first lap as he had not set up 
the car due to the clutch troubles, but 
soldiered on slowly. Leclere was going well 
After his stop but had lost three laps while 
Andy Sutcliffe lost time after four laps, 
pitting with the throttle jammed open like 
Jabouille, but then found he was not pulling 
the revs, though he did charge through the 
backmarkers, whilst Giorgio put a conrod 
through the’ side of his Holbay, leaving oil 
round the back where the flag’ marshi 
was pretty bad. 


HEAT 2 


‘With Laffite out, Paoli took his rear tyres 


John Watson went well in the Surt 
in the groove. 
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which were harder and had an inch more 
tread. The fuel pump was also changed, as 
below 6000 it was not functioning and well 
after 7 o'clock he booted the right pedal 
rather early to lead away Depailler, Watson 
Pryce and. Kuwashima. The five ‘of them 
circulated closely and were joined by Coulon 
who now had the softer compound tyres and 
found the car much better all round. Pryce’s 
misfire sounded worse after one lap and 
Kuwashima went steaming past on the fourth 
lap leaving Coulon to have a go at Pryce. 
Quester was initially fifth until a fying 
Jabouille flew past £0 latch on to Coulon's 
‘ail, There had been a hairy first lap fracas 
when Truffo had a tyre pull off the rim, 
slammed into the Armco and spun back on to 
the track to face the gaggle hammering at 
him. Everyone missed but he was out, and 
fon the second lap Watson had the valve gear 
chew itself up dropping him out from ™ 
challenging position. Dolhem went on the 
next lap when a con rod punched through 
Side of the block, then on the sixth 
Sutcliffe added to the carnage when 
engine blew. 

By now the pattern was set up front with 
Paoli holding off Depailler who was under 
no pressure anyway as long as he remained 
within 20s. Kuwashima was hanging in there 


with Pryce dropping farther back under 
pressure from Coulon, who in turn wa: 
harried by Jabouille. Quester had been pushed 


‘and then found Henton 
rear as he pulled up from his 
midfield position again. 

‘Again Walker's luck was out as Serblin 
thumped him at the start and then he was 
held up in the Truffo incident, so it was a 
case of grit the teeth and haul them all in 


1s but was unlucky while Dieter Quester never really got 


y effectively. Quester 
ing to slow with the 
temp dials creeping up alarmingly, so. tha 
after 12 laps he had to retire before the 
engine was cooked. Bourgoignie had also 
gone, when a bolt holding the high pressure 
Pump snapped and the belt slipped off the 
water pump, Pryce's misfire got worse on 
the eighth lap and Jabouille leap-frogged both 
the Chevron and Coulon to try and close the 
0p thet ad opened to, Kuweshiens, Conlon 
‘sed Pryce on the same lap leaving a gap 
for the fiying Henton to close in turn, With 
10 laps gone Brian was past as Jabouille 
turned on the screws. Masami was demoted 
after 13 laps while Henton had pulled in 
Coulon and passed him on the same lap. It 
was all looking very good with Paoli still 
holding his advantage over Depailler who 
could pot pass on the straights. With 15 
tours up, Jabouille was excelling, having now 
Iatched on to Patrick's wing and shot through 
next time round. This was excellent stuff, for 
now Henton, with vibrating "like 
hell down the straight ‘closing on 
Kuwashit laps and 
then closed on Depailler. With three laps. to 
#0, Depailler closed right up on Jabouille 
‘nce more and re-took his second place. On 
the penultimate lap he was glued to the BP 
March's gearbox with a gap now to Jabouille 
who found Henton glued to his box after 
Kuwashima pulled off with the rear wheel 
bearing cage broken, Well, anything looked 
likely to happen on that last lap but that is 
how they stayed with Paoli 0.6 s clear of 
Depailler, with Jabouille just over 2.5 * back 
and Menton, another 0.8 s down. Great stuff! 
the 
with Pryce sixth before a big gap to 
Leclere. Tambay had been running with his 
compatriot for most of the distance but 
three laps from home, the engine died with 
no fuel! This gave eighth to Walker whose 
heady drive was as impressive as those up 
front as he hauled himself back up through 
the field. Turizio, Martini and a tired Palm 
completed the unlapped runners, followed by 
Gubelmann and Ortega who had a race-long 
seray 
Paoli's jump start was protested by Bill 
Harding of the Baty/Ottershaw team and 
Dave Walker, but the organisers excused it 
saying he did not ‘enough advantage 
over Depailler to make any difference! 
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S. Cross route change 


Total Oi! will again be putting 
their name to the Australian 
Sporting Car Club's Southern 
Cross International Rally. The 
rally will be run from October 
9 to. 13 and will be concentrated 
on the New South Wales central 
north coast. As previously the 
rally will be based from” Port 
Macquarie. Mr Dan White will 
be directing the rally for the 
third year and after overcoming 
several problems he has settled 
on a route of approximately 
1,800 miles. From Sydney the 
cars will travel to Newcastle, 
taking in a. short competitive 
section on the way. Competition 
Will begin In earnest. in. the 
Stroud area before the. rally 
Passes to Bulahdelah, Wingham, 
Taree and Comboyne; the. cars 
arriving on Thursday (10th) 
morning. The second night's run 
will take competitors north east 
along the course of the Oxley 
Highway to Uralla and Armidale 
before looping back via Kemp: 
sey. Route problems have been 
suffered for the Friday run and 
plans to take the rally to Graf- 
ton have had to be scrapped 
due to heavy flooding which has 
damaged many of the roads in 
the area, Instead the competitors 

forests, nearer 
run from Fei 
day night to the noon Sunday 
finish has been planned in the 
farea of the first section’s forests 
(one of them at a place called 


Last year’s rally was a walk. 


ip four places 


Ferguson/Gregson, 
Chivas /Meyer 


African Safari 
is expected to be included in the 


year and stands as firm favourite 
for this year's rally 


Andrew Cowan—hat-trick ? 


New stages for 


Rogulations are out now for the 
Burmah Rally (24th August). 
Counting for the Castrol/Auto- 
sroRT series, the RAC Champion: 
ship and ‘the Shell/Seotsman 
series, the Burmah will be based 
‘once again at Dunoon with 
stages in the Cowal and Western 


Tour of Britain —A determined-looking Tony 


landing. Fall impressed many 


spirited circuit driving. Report begins on page 14 
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the Burmah 


repeated plus 

attraction of wo completely new 
‘Stage mileage 

increased while 


Burmah can be regarded as the 


Castrol 


‘SPECIAL STAGE 
CHAMPIONSHIP 1974 


ag < 
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Fair deal for Castrol 75 


Closing date for entries for the 
Castrol 75 will be July 24 and 
not July 31 as stated in the 
regulations. About 180 entries 
have so far been received for this 
Castrol/Aurosrort event which 
will be providing almost 70 miles 
Mt Welsh Forest stages. A few 
reserve entries are st lable, 
Entries Secretary being: Miss 
Christine Smith, 73A Gospet End 
Street, Sedgley, Dudley, Worcs. 
In order to ensure, as far as 
possible, that the full 180 cars 
Start the Castrol 75 the organisers 
have arranged the following con- 
ditions. 1, Entries not accepted 
(due to’ Over subscription) will 
have thelr fee refunded in full 
2, Accepted entrants withdraw. 
ing up to seven days before the 
event’ will have thelr fee re- 
funded less a small amount to 
cover administration with an in- 
creased charge for those pulling 
out between seven and. three 
Gays prior to the rally with any 


Avon bonus 
tyre points 


‘The bonus points scheme for 
Avon tyre users on the C 
‘AvTOsPORT series, with awards at 
the end of the series of £100 
for highest total to €5 for sixth 
place, has been made on the 
basis’ of a scale of eight, six, 
and four to one for Avon users 
On any of the rounds. Competi 
tors in order to comply must dis- 
play Avon stickers, use the tyres 
at all times on an event and 
claim within seven days of 
events’ finish. Regulation forms 
are available from: A. Blake, 
Avon Rubber Company Limited, 
Melksham, Wiltshire 


© The South West Stages Rally 
organised by Exeter MC has 
been withdrawn from the Cas- 
trol/AvrosrorT championship, as 
the rally will be receiving sup- 
port from Esso Petroleum. 
Earlier organisational problems 
included their need for Forestry 
Commission land, due to the lack 
of other suitable stage roads in 
the area, and with the RAC 
rationing ‘scheme the Burnham. 
on-Sea MC had to be brought in 
to obtain the forestry allocation. 


©, The, TAP Administration Board 
fe decided to cancel the finan- 
al Sepport which hee slweye 
been granted to the TAP Rally 
organisation. The World Cham- 
pionship event will take place as 
Scheduled, however, and a new 
sponsor is being negotiated. 


cancellations during the last 
three days. forfeiting the €20 
entry cost. 3, Reserves “who sign 
fon at the start but cannot run 
due to insufficient spaces will 
have their fee refunded plus a 
payment of £5 to help cover 
their travelling expenses. 

Wolverhampton and South 
Staffs CC require a few more 
‘marshals for the ‘75 and anyone 
interested in helping out Is. re- 
quested to. contact the Chief 
Marshal, Philip Lloyd at _ 56 
Chantry’ Crescent, Knowle, Soli- 
hull, Warks. Telephone Knowle 
6357 (home) or Chesterfield 
51511 (business), Top entries re- 
ceived to date include Castrol/ 
Aurosroxt points leaders Paul 
Faulkner/Monty Peters plus a 
host of other top names includ. 
ing Chris Sclater, Tony Fowke 
Peter Clarke, Martin Clark, John 
Bloxham, Tony Drummond, Chris 
Beynon, Will Sparrow, George 
Hill, Frank Pierson and Russell 
Brookes. 


Boyce enters 
Rideau Lakes 


Entries have opened for the 
Rally of the Rideau Lakes (World/ 
makes round October 16th to 
20th). First. entry received was 
from 1973 Winners Walter Boye 
and” Stuart Gray. They have 
entered a Toyota Celica, The 
Rideau Lakes will comprise a 1200 
miles route, a high proportion 
‘of the mileage over the forest 

and logging trails north 
west of Smiths Falls, 
Ontario. 


Summer-special 
at Hollinghourne 


Jensen-Harris Promotions will be 
running their regular function at 
the Great Danes Hotel, Holling- 
bourne on Wednesday,’ July 24. 
Three or four hundred people are 
expected and the occasion is 
Orlentated to motor sport 
enthusiasts. 


@ The Sixty and Worcester MC's 
TMS Sumperacker Rally, schedu- 
Jed to take place on October 
19/20th has had to be postponed 
because of route difficulties, 
Public relations problems reduced 
the planned mileage to a large 
extent. 
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Special stage 


Kleber cut Scholarship 
grant for next season 


Last week, at their fourth me 
ing of the year, the judges 
the Kleber Wheelbase 

Scholarship. announced some 
slight changes in the form of the 
Scholarship for 1975. Kleber 
Tyres have decided not to in. 
clude a cash grant towards the 
winner's rally ‘expenses in 1975 events and drivers (not a drivers’ 
Dut to restrict thelr contribution performance on specific events) 
to tyres and technical assistance Including club drivers as contes- 
on tyres plus a works-prepared tants for the 1975 scholarship. 
G2 rally car for the season. Al- The 1975 award will be made im. 
though not as valuable in cash mediately after the RAC Rally 
terms the 1975 scholarship will in York. Only criteria for 


competitive car with free spares 
id Kleber’s back-up on tyres. 

The judging panel of Henr 
Liddon, John Davenport, Mike 
Greasley, Tony Mason, | Barrie 
ill and Brain Robins will be 
observing a wider category of 


offer the driver who “has shown eligibility is an age limit of 29 
the greatest promise” during years. and that all_ considered 
1974 an opportunity to compete drivers must be British. No details 
fon the following year's pro- of the works prepared car for 
gramme of events with a highly the 1975 awards are available 


This I the sort of determined-to-win driving performance which won 
James Rae the second Kleber-Wheelbase Scholarship. Rae has suffered 
home terrible luck this year but the judging panel are sure Rae's 
luck will change before the end of the year. Datsun-Dealers driver 
Chris Sclater won the first Scholarship, 


Airikkala for RAC Escort 


Pentti Airikkala—next of the 
super-Finns? 


Finnish group one rally cham 
pionship leader, Pentti Airikkala 
will be joining the Clarke and 
Simpson team for the RAC Rally 
in November. Airikkala will be 
driving the Centre Hotels 
RS1600. Ladies points leader in 
the _Castrol/Avrosrort series, 
Jill Robinson will be reciprocat- 
ing by driving an Alfa 1750 GTV 
on the 1000 Lakes with Mrs 
Kirsti Airikkala, who accompa. 
nied Jill Robinson on the Arctic 
Rally two years ago. Clark and 
Simpson entered Timo Makinen 
on the "68 RAC and last year 
provided a car for Markku Alen 
SS On the Lindisfarne Rally. 
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Lancia Pointer-this weekend 


The Sporting CC of Norfolk and 
CC run the Lancia 

Rally this Sunday, start 
ing from the Pointer Motor Co, 
Aylsham Road, Norwich at 09.00 
hrs. A BTRDA Gold Star counter, 
the Lancia Pointer will use 40 
special stages. The rally 

finish back in Norwich 
nger, Graham Lepley 
d Bell, Richard 

Mike Wrow 


Reg 
Colin White, D 
Mille, Dick Beeby 


Reg Mullenger 


ton, Graham Batchelor, ‘Tony 
Baines, and Mike Ranger, Five 
spectaior points are provided 


Hethel, stage open 09.50, MR (M) 
144/144033. (approach from 
North); Pickenham, ‘stage opens 
12.15, MR_144/855096 (S); lunch 
hait ‘and Shipdham stage, stage 
opens 14.05, MR 144/977073 
(NW). Hethel, same location as 
morning at 14.45 and  Marsham 
Heath MR’ 133/1761234 (no direc 
tion) 


Richard Iliffe. 


Henderson extends 
SCCA Pro points 


Gene Henderson/Ken Pogue con: 
tinue to lead the SCCA Pro 
Rally Series and increased their 
championship lead after winning 
the La Jornada Trabajosa, Cali 
fornia, Their Jeep Cherokee 
finished ahead of the Datsun 510 
of Hendrik Blok and the similar 
car of Ron Richardson, The 5: 

mile event smpetitors into 
the Sierra Nevada and the El 


Paso Mountains, the competitive 
made up sections 
old mining trails and 

tracks. 


Cilwendeg 


Regulations for the Cilwendeg 
Rally, September 21/22, will be 
available from August "1 from: 
Megan Lewis, Rhydonnen, 
Pentre-curt, Llandysul,  Dyfe« 
SA 445G. The event will comprise 
2 190-mile route over metric 
maps 145 and 146 with three 
selectives. A round of the Welsh, 
Weber/MN and BTRDA Silver 
Star championships, the Cilwen- 
deg, will be strictly controlled 
with 78 decibel noise limit en- 
forced and exclusion for appear- 
ing at the start with any body 
damage of if incurring any dam- 
lage on the event. Penalty of ex- 
Clusion will’ also apply for any 
competitor failing to halt at any 
give-way signs. 


What some people will do to g 
and. ra st Dav 
to Carol Callicott 


— 


n July 6th i 
Hannu Mikkola took to second place on t 


a works drive! Opel Ascona driver 
Hardcastle left church after his marriage 
the works Escort RS 1600 which 


"73 Scottish. 
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The Vauxhall Magnums of Will Sparrow and Andrew Cowan, who finished eighth and seventh respect 


land the rest of the midfleld bunch at the Oulton Park race. 


AVON/MOTOR TOUR OF BRITAIN 


Ford’s Tour de Force 


By JOHN DAVENPORT AND CHRIS WITTY 
Photographs by COLIN TAYLOR PRODUCTIONS 


‘The second Avon Motor Tour of Britain turned out to be as much of a cliffhanger as the first. 
Main contenders for the lead were Tony Lanfranchi/Antoine Lurot in the Van der Steen/ 
Sport BMW 3.0 CSi and Roger Clark/Jim Porter In a works Ford Escort RS 2000 with 
cond works Escort of Gerry Marshall/Paul White in close attendance should either of 
Other two falter. And falter they did with Lanfranchi running at Snetterton’s night race 
With the distributor points closed up and revs limited to 5,500 rpm while Roger Clark had 
problem at Oulton Park—just as last year—and ran two thirds of the race on three cylinders 
After a tappet came adrif 
with ter number of special stages thrown Into this year’s event, Clark managed to 
re lace at the head of the event despite losing a lot of to Lanfranchi at Oulto 
Park and in the end, the manoevrability of the Escorts on the 
ahead of the BMW as well to make it a Ford/Dunlop one-two. Behind Lanfranchi came the 
Incredible class-winning Triumph Dolomites of John Handley/John Clegg and Tony Dron 
Henry Liddon who pressed the Escorts all the way. Dron in particular drove very well and 
first Avon finisher and also won the motoring journalist award. Adrian Boyd/John Daven- 
port were first Capri home with the Lombard and Ulster 3-litre while seventh and eighth 
Went to the Vauxhall Magnums of Andrew Cowan/Ross Finlay in SMT/Pringle colours and 
Will Sparrow/Richard Hudson-Evans in the DTV car. Holman Blackburn/Chris Hollingham 
yrought the Hermetite Products 3-litre Capri to ninth place after stopping on the warmis 
p of the first circuit at Mallory Park just ahead of racing driver Peter Hanson/Robin Turvey 
in the leading Dealer Opel Team Commodore GS/E who had fallen back after an excursion 
Eppynt stages when they Inverted the big car. 
te stories were on hand. Tony Fall/! 
ably in the other DOT Commodore at races such as Snettert 
2s Well as setting a phenomenal time over Eppynt, were heavily penalised after stopping on 
"Mallory race and finally finished thirty-fifth overall which was hardly indicative of their 
real effort. Gordon Spice/Stanley Robinson who finished second overall last year in their 
Broadspeed/Wisharts Garages Capri 3.0 were equally unlucky when their car hit the Armco 
during the Snetterton race causing Spice to stop and attempt to ‘off the Wheel 
time when he failed and drove on only 
‘Edmonds, competing with his wife Gill in an Escort RS 2000 was one of many 
the curves and twists of Eppyat after an impeccable performance on 


‘The manufacturer's t 
Unett/Gerry Phillips, Colin Malkin/Brian Coyle and Simon Kirkby/Monty Peters. The Avengers 


m prize went to Chrysler Team Avenger with the cars of Bernard 


had run through the event with maximum consistency apart from two minor excursions on 
‘stages and Kirkby suffering partial asphyxiation when his fire extinguisher went off at Snet- 
terton in the middle of the race. However, they were unlucky enough to race in the wet at 
Castle Combe and that dropped them down the overall position quite a lot with Unett, the 
class winner, finishing twelfth. Chrysler also netted a win in the tiddlers class which Andy 
Dawson/Kevin Gormley won with their Stapleton Motors Hillman Imp Sport. 
"The event was very well received considering that the fuel crisis had mot been over-kind 
to its planners and most people felt that the mixture of racing and rallying had been very 
‘The BRSCC with Avon and the Motor had hoped to expand the event very much from 
{ts cautious beginnings last year. Now they can see that they have created a demand for this 
type of event and no motor sport summer will ever be complete again without one. 
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y, lead Noel Edmonds, Stuart MeCrudd 


This year the Tour of Britain started from the 
Post House Hotel at Great Barr just outside 
Birmingham which was the venue for the 
half-way halt last year. Although not all the 
competitors could get Into the one hotel, 
there was other accommodation close at-hand 
ge open areas around the Post 
fused to good advantage for ser 
vice bays and general parking while scrutin. 
ering took place in an enormous marques 
Which later was used for a barbecue and the 


Prize presentation, It must have been the 
Only ‘scrutineering bay ever to have 
chandeliers ! 


‘There were one or two panics about 
scrutiny. Adrian Boyd arrived in the after- 
noon with the Lombard and Ulster Capri 
Straight from David Wood Engineering while 
fellow countryman, Billy Coleman didn't put 
in an appearance ‘until the morning of the 
start with his Capri as there had been con 
Siderable delays getting it on and off the 
Dublin boat, He was driving with Jody Carr 
in Mr Carr's Capri which he races himself 
in Ireland. Rosemary Smith non-started and 
her place and her car appeared in the hands 
of Chris Knowles-Fitton and Mike Kempley 
When asked as he sat in the nice German 
registered Commodore GS/E where he came 
from, Fitton knowingly replied “the past 
Richard Lloyd/Rob Potter had a problem get 
Uing their Boss Mustang 302 over the scrutin- 
eering block so instead of resorting to 
lightning measures and blowing up the tyres 

fe a lot of other people, they went away 
and changed the exhaust system so that it 
Cleared the magic obstacle. Generally, despite 
the chandeliers and the presence of Peter 
Jowett, scrutineering was pretty much a for 
‘mality’ though the number one rumour con. 
cerned tyre compounds and the organisers 
had got some pretty high ranking rubber 
Scientists on hand to take samples away and 
analyse them. 

Quite a lot of personal changes took place 
just before the start. Jenny Birrell in the 
Halesford Motors Simca 1000 wound up going 
with Carol Tyler-Morris when Alexa Daven. 
port got called away at 7 am the morning of 
the start to take charge of a case of mumps. 
Peter Harper had to non-start in the Vauxhall 
Magnum after breaking his ankle in a boating 
accident the weekend before but Will Sparrow 
was quite glad as he then took over that car 
instead of using the “old, old" car that he 
had been scheduled to use. Jon Fletcher 
wound up with three people in his Camaro 
sponsored by Glazepta Products when David 
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Row 


Gordon couldn't get covered to drive the beast 
and Elan driver Richard Jenvey joined the 
party while a similar threesome could be 

jund in the Martin Carroll Capri where 
Patrick Moran and Peter Brown shared the 
road book and maps, Avrosronr’s assistant 
editor Bob Constandufos stepped into the gap 
left by busy Eric Jackson In the Escort RS 
2000 driven by Mike Smith while our demon 
FI reporter, Pete Lyons, accepted a ride in 
the similar car of Russell Brookes when John 
Brown found his diary already filled for that 
Friday 

Non-starters included Les Leston in 
his Camaro which could not be made ready 
in time while Jef Churchill Roger Evans 
found that they could not make it with Mr 
Evans’ Capri. Prince Michael of Kent couldn't 
start in the Reeds Rallyesport RS 2000 since 
Someone was taking care of his driving 
licence for three months so Nigel Clarkson 
took aver the number one spot in the car and 
took Graham Macbeth with him as co-driver. 
‘The Team Harper Escort RS 2000 with David 
Purley non-started as the driver had an 
engagement with in a For: 
mula Two race in Mug 

The weather, though overcast, was pretty 
kind to the Tour of Britain and it was in 
fair weather that the competitors left the 
Post House on Friday morning to drive the 
short distance to the first race meeting at 
Mallory Park. The club circuit was to be used 
here and the grids were thus small with just 
12 cars starting each race. There was an 
attempt at re-seeding so that slower cars of 

higher class would not get in the way of 
speed merchants in the class behind should 
they race together but this did not always 
seem to have been applied. For the first 
race, it didn't matter much with Tony Lan: 
franchi powering away in tremendous style 
into a clear lead in the big car race. Behind 
him all was not well for Holman Blackburn 
had stopped on the warming up lap with a 
copper washer loose in his Capri’s carburet- 
ter and started late, a penalty from which he 
was not fo recover. Then Jon Fletcher blew 
out a tyre just in front of Boyd and Lloyd 
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Clark and Gerry Marshall in the works Escort RS2000s 


Which the Irishman m 
Mustang exited right 
waited a lap before 
Harter button. Fletcher 


his tyre. ai 


was in tyre prob 
Dunlops and. the  treai 
heating #0 that he had 
go in the similar Adlar 


reulating in fourth spot 
pressure in his DOT ( 
Fall stopped in his with 


denser which was 
was to spoil his event 
and taken a maximum he 
higher up the results tha 
fn as he decided to do, 


to start with Unett on pole 


ed 


3B 


id but the 


ged 
self 


ims as his were brand new 


y Scheckter 
i and content 
Hanson was 


if he 


had 


proved popular. 


wre never farther apart than this for most of the event 


For the Dolomite race, fall there 
was Brian Culcheth still ge he grid 
while Barrie Williams was } with the 
works Mazda RX3_ while the lower 
ceded Capris was even in reverse! 

John Handley made a great start in the 
Birmingham Post Dolomite, using the same 
ar, with mods, that he uses for 


nish. with Tony 


in the Henlys Dolomite close behind. 
eth and Williams, both with a bad start, 

re to be seen 

into the Esses 

5 e, Williams had 
badly with 


Avenger race 


fall back, while 
n Dron towards 
i had the first of many 


is about 


golf ball to the Moskviches’ Gary Player. 
‘The situation after Mallory was not quite 
as clear-cut as we have made it seem as to 
start with, the laps completed by people within 
their 15 minutes’ racing were averaged up on 
a category basis which made it appear that 
the Avengers had the fastest race and were 
leading the event overall. It took until Bristol 
to sort out this curious anomaly and only 
then with the intervention of the stewards. 
From Mallory, the Tour went to the first 
special stage at Scofton which was a bit of 
a disappointment as instead of the usual 2.9 
p blind round the perimeter track, an Enid 
Wyton confection had been arranged with 
artificial chicanes, Tony Fall still smarting 
from his stop on Mallory demolished most of 
the bales and flags and after that observers 
hhad to be set up at stages to make sure that 
there were no more such “short cuts" by 
slips of judgment! Culcheth in the Unipart 
Dolomite came to a halt with a minor fire 
stemming from a cracked distributor and a 
Teaking carburetter. Also stopped on Scofton 
for a while were Andrew Cowan/Ross Finlay 
whose Magnum had hesitated at Mallory just 
after Cowan had made # flyer of a start and 
he had been passed by just about everyone 
until it caught again. The fault lay in the 
electrics and everything was changed after 
Scofton and it did not repeat itself, Clark 
shortened Lanfranchi's lead by two seconds 
here by setting fastest time and it was obvious 
Tony Lanfranchi was really in tremendous form with his Van der Steen BMW CSi and that neither of these drivers were going to 
possibly had overall vietory taken from his grasp at the Snetterton night race. give an inch in the battle for first place. 
Cadwell Park was the next stop and aiso 


spectacular races in his Domecq Sherry spon- from Tim Stock (Marshall Wingfield) and bly the most popular on the whole Tour. 
Sored rally Capri 3.0 in which he attempted Andrew Cowan (SMT/Pringle) would be fully cireuit is a bit narrow for racing cars 
to. defy the laws of centrifugal force. Competitive against them. The first lap was but its setting, the candour of its marshals 
The next race stopped just short enough to show that the Escorts weren't look- and the excellence of its cuisine sets it head 
shall Escorts and it looked on ing for just a class win for with smoke pour- and shoulders above the rest. The big cars 

es Hunt In the Daily Express ing off their German constructed Dunlop SP 4s got off to a good start but Boyd was last 

hall, Magnum should have it sewed wp but they were side by side and pulling out 50 away with the Capri stopping as he changed 
Jon Dooley In his indecently quick Macinnes yards a lap on the Vauxhalls. Clark stayed into second. Fall made a remarkable start 
‘Ameron Aifetta had other ideas and ran away ahead of Marshall and was just nine seconds from the back of the grid and at the end 
fom him Av similar surprise was instore slower than the BMW of Lanfranchi with of the first lap he was fourth and then third, 
The other Vauxhalls running the next race Handley only three seconds slower than the having passed John Cooper's big BMW saloon, 
the Escort RS 2000 on Its newly homo- Escorts. This was good stuff and boded well which incidentally is Lanfranchi's car from 


mbergs wa Unknown for the closeness of the fight. Even in the 


a f, Cooper was then harassed by Gor. 
quantity and DTV hoped that their Magnums little car class, things were pretty serious ice to the point where he spun and 
inthe hands of Will Sparrow with assistance as Andy Dawson found out when he played let the Capri through. Jody Scheckter had 


Highest placed Capri, shown here at Eastnor Castle, was that of Adrian Boyd/John Davenport which finished sixth 
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his car go sick when a valve guide broke and 
though he finished the race, it was in a lowly 
position. Poor Keith Greene who had overseen 
the preparation of the car down at Adiards, 
happened to be with commentator Norman 
Greenway at the time and had to say over 
the PA what he thought was wrong with the 
Elf sponsored car. Billy Coleman spun on the 
exit to Hall Bend and practically removed the 
front wing on the Armco but continued. 

In the ext race, it was Handley all the 
way with his neat professional driving just 
too much for the other two Dolomites of Dron 
and Culcheth, though their antics behind him 
were more interesting to watch. Williams in 
the Mathwall-prepared Mazda could only sit 
behind and watch with the low torque rotary 
engine giving him a bad start every time 
The team were a little perplexed by the dis: 
appearance of their regular horses. Most ex 
citement in this race was the drive by Know 
les-Fitton who should have raced in the first 
fone but started here on the back of the grid 
and worked his way through the field in the 
big white Commodore, Handley's overall time 
was one second quicker than that of 
Lanfranchi. This race also saw the demise 
of Frank Plerson’s RX3 with a blown engine 

The third race was dominated by the works 
Escorts once again with Clark pipping 
shall by two seconds and taking yet another 
second off leader Lanfranchi. Behind the two 
Boreham cars, Tim Stock slogged It out with 
‘Andrew Cowan, both cars getting the same 
time at the finish. James Hunt had bowed 
out during the warming-up lap when his 
Magnum had emulated a champagne bottle 
‘and. spewed its water out through a by-pass 
hose and the engine had cooked itself beyond 
redemption. It wasn't a terribly dignified exit 
for the Grand Prix star, either. Just after the 
two Magnums who were making the race 
was Will Sparrow on three seconds and then 
great scrap between Nigel Rockey and 
Russell Brookes in their Escort RS 2000s. The 
Avenger race was excellent with Unett win. 
ning as expected but then an incredible dice 
between Malkin, Simon Kirkby and Alec Poole, 
all of whom Were covered by a single second. 
Jenny Birrell went well on the early laps 
to get her Simca up to fourth but then over. 

ling sent her back down 
car refused to pull in top and third gears. 
‘Andy Dawson again experienced a bad 
with his Imp and had to fight his way ps 
fa lot of metal which made his nice new car 
idedly secondhand. 
quence of circuit 
now continued with a stage at Norwich show: 
ound which despite the uninspiring layout 
Of the roads proved to be a very well arrowed 
‘and enjoyable stage employing a certain 
amount of grass as well as the tarmac access 
roads, Roger Clark blotted his copybook here 
by assaulting a hay bale soon after the start, 
and losing some time while both DOT Opels 
spun. Culcheth was by far the quickest car 
while Jody Scheckter was showing that he 
had the idea of the stage driving that was 
recording equal fifth fastest time. 

‘By now the summer evening was drawing 
in and the cars went straight to Snetterton 
for the half-hour sessions of ‘night racing. 
‘These started at 10 o'clock by which time 
it was indeed only just dark. Martin Carroll 
checked in a minute late at the time control 
before the pare fermé while Peter Chard from 
New Zealand was late after discussing his 
driving habits with the local law. 

The first race saw the Dolomites taking 
the start with the bigger cars for the first 
time and indeed, thanks to his one second 
quicker time at Cadwell Park, John Handley 
was on pole though it only took a fraction 
Of a lap before Lanfranchi powered into the 
load, It looked set for a repeat performance of 
his other circuitry but by lap two, Fall was 
lying third and then on lap three came around 
ahead of both the Dolomite and the BMW. 
Lanfranchi found his engine refusing to go 
‘over 5,500 rpm as the points had closed up 
fa little and he finished the race one second 


to take part in the next race. 
especially disappointing for the team which 
had seen the car lap some three seconds 
quicker in midweek testing. Lanfranchi took 
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The Esso Unitlo 


road accident on th 
Evans in a typical po 


Showing xigns of contact with the bushes is the Avenger GT of Bernard Unett/Gerry 


which despite 


azda RX3 of Barrie W 


practising, won its class 


Iams Chris Witty 
Drv 


=m” 


was robbed of sixth place by u 
Will Sparrow Richard Hudson: 


Phillips, 


7 


FORD WINS 


AVON MOTOR TOUR OF BRITAIN 1974 
Ist ROGER CLARK RS 2000 
2nd GERRY MARSHALL RS 2000 
LADIES PRIZE LINDA JACKSON RS 2000 


Winchester (0962) 64161 Semple reet, Sirhowy Bridge, 
CENTRAL MOTOR Edinburgh EH3 8BN rm 0454 7 Tredegar, Monmouthshire 
DAGENHAM MOTORS JCKIE MOTOR HOUSE LTD DO} 
we BANFF Preston, Lancs Witham, Essex: 


V.M.W. MOTORS 
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Only five cars 
completed the 11,000-mile 
World Cup Rally- 
four were using 
Esso Uniflo 


Fifty-four cars started. Only five lasted 
the complete course which covered 
thirteen countries and crossed the 
Sahara twice. 

It was probably the most gruelling 
rally ever devised and was a real test of 
endurance for the drivers, the vehicles, 
and the oil. 

Esso congratulates the driver’ of the 
three Peugeots, and the Jeep, prepared 
by Esso dealer David Howes, on their 
skill, perseverance, and their choice of 
motor oil — Esso Uniflo. 


You're in good company with 


Sade 
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Immense hot-engine strength 
Uniflo is an unusually highly-refined oil. Its extra 
e texture, plus its own unique Viscosity 
x improver, ensures fault- “4 
less protection. 
Better cold-protection too 
Being an SAE 10W/50 oil, 


Uniflo circulates much faster 


from start-up than any 20W/50. 
It helps the engine to turn 
over and spark, id: 


wear and conserves your 
battery. 


I<, SS) Ieee 


NORTH LONDON’S LEADING CHRYSLER DEALER 


STAPLETON MOTORS LTD. 


STAPLETON HOUSE 
279-289 Holloway Road, London N7 
Tel: 01-607 5851/4 
WINNERS IN CLASS D(4) OF 
THE AVON TOUR OF BRITAIN 


DRIVER ANDY DAWSON 


CONGRATULATIONS 
LINDA JACKSON / CHRIS MITCHELL 


on their success on the 


AVON TOUR OF BRITAIN 


LLOYDS OF STAFFORD 


RS Preparation & Development 
23/39 STONE ROAD, STAFFORD 


would like to thank 


Gerry Marshall 


ALDON TRIUMPH 


aldon IN AVON MOTOR TOUR OF BRITAIN 


FIRST CLASS C1 


4th OVERALL 


JOHN HANDLEY and JOHN CLEGG in an Aldon 

Automotive-built and prepared Triumph Dolomite 

Sprint sponsored by the “Birmingham Post” and 
Colliers. 


For the best in Dolomite Sprint tuning for road—rally—rrace 
it must be ALDON, 


ALDON AUTOMOTIVE 
GREENER INDUSTRIAL ESTATE 
STATION DRIVE 
OFF BRETELL LANE 
BRIERLEY HILL, STAFFS. 


Tel: BRIERLEY HILL 78508 (STD 0384) 


AVON TYRE AND RUBBER CO. LTD. 
‘MOTOR’ MAGAZINE AND THE BRSCC 


for all their hard work to make the TOUR OF BRITAIN possible 


Grateful thanks are also due to all the 
marshals, all the spectators for making it all 
worth while, to everybody at Boreham, not 
least the mechanics for preparing such an 
excellent car. 

To all the other competitors for providing 
the opposition, to Dunlop for providing the 
tyres and especially to Paul White for being 
so brave! 


MARSHALL WINGFIELD, 856 FINCHLEY ROAD, N.W.11 
TELEPHONE: 01-458 4204 


COMMISERATIONS to all those with 
damaged machinery including © Whizzo 
Williams and Noel Edmonds who had 
particularly spectacular shunts. 

FINALLY TO THAT GRAND OLD MAN OF 
RALLYING ROGER CLARK NO THANKS 
AT ALL FOR IF HE HAD NOT BEEN THERE 
THE RESULT MIGHT HAVE BEEN EVEN 
BETTER !! 
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It’s the 


bededlucg the Bike 
Jacket 


Take a ‘Mike the Bike’ jacket, add 
‘one smooth bird — A cool combination 
on any circuit. The new slim fit Mike 
Hailwood jacket is the right one — for 
both guys and gals. In trendy 
lightweight nylon, its both wind and 
shower proof with smart knitted 
collar, zip breast pocket and zip front 
Twin contrasting speed stripes 
Colours—black with orange stripes or 
red with white stripes. — We supply 
the jacket — you find the bird 
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the irrepressible Fall on virtually the last 
lap when the Opel's fan belt had shed and 
he had to slow rather than ruin the engine 
through overheating. But it had been one 
helluva drive from the DOT team manager. 
‘There was plenty of other interest in this 
race as after five laps, Richard Lloyd went 
missing with a broken camshaft in the Boss 
Mustang and then Culcheth came through 
sounding rough but just hanging on to the 
‘other Dolomites though two laps later it 
cleared again. Spice and Handley were having 
fa right go for third place with Hanson and 
Dron close behind when Spice became over 
optimistic and clouted the Armco with his 
rear wing and had to pit as it was rubbing 
the tyre. He was not strong enough to pull 
it away himself for the rules do not allow 
anyone to help the driver while the race is 
on and was faced with the decision of 
Whether to carry on and take the flag some: 
how, or to stop and call it a day. He decided 
‘on the former which cost him a blown tyre 
the next lap and a much larger penalty than 
if he had just stopped and taken a maximum 
for the stage such Is the strange ruling which 
caused comment from several competitors, 
Scheckter was having « real dice with Wil- 
Hams, the Mazda sounding like a "hoover 
with a bag of crisps stuffed up it,” to quote 
one Mr Williams, who in his turn had got 
past Boyd by a supreme effort of braking 
snd Scheckter eventually got the better of 
the underpowered Mazda and went on to catch 
Cooper's BMW which Incidentally was credited 
with 100 too few in the official re- 
sults and thus appeared to be much higher 
up than It was in fact. No one seemed to 
notice this at the time, 


ith the larg 
until shortly before the end when they had 
Tapped nearly all the back-markers and Clark 
made a real issue of it. He switched out his 
lights, closed on the unsuspecting Marshail, 
who” thought he had dropped his 
“team-mate,” and dived through to 
win’ by ‘two seconds! There were 
some other classic dices not least of 
‘which was the Tim Stock/Jon Dooley/Andrew 
Cowan match which Sparrow watched from 
discreet perch. These cars swapped places 
countless times and enthralled the crowd 
with their antics, Behind them Graham Birrell 
in the Halesford Motors Hillman Hunter GLS 
held off Russell Brookes’ Andrews Heat Es- 
‘cort until almost the last lap when a shortage 
of petrol allowed the Ford driver through. 

Nothing so dramatic in the Avenger race 
though Alec Poole and Colin Malkin gave 
Simon Kirkby plenty of support until Kirkby 
touiched the barrier and the shock set off his 
fire extinguisher and he dropped back to just 
‘ahead of Gavin Waugh's White Horse Aven: 
ger before getting things sorted out and pul: 
ling back in front of Malkin. There were 
several incidents involving Escort Mexicos out 
near the bridge which resulted in all the 
rescue facilities having to be used before the 
next race could go on. Tony Stubbs won the 
‘mall car class from Peter Jopp to make Mosk: 
vich one-two in class ahead of Dawson. 

The rally now went into a sort of eclipse 
with the whole night now centring around a 
Single stage at Knebworth which comprised 
dash round the autocross circult and then 
three bends on the concrete road, Spins and 
excursions were frequent with many crews 
getting lost_on the arrows round the auto- 
Gross part. Scheckter was amongst those who 
took wrong slots while Hanson, Marshall, 
Lanfranchi, Williams and Culcheth spun on 
the grass, although the Mazda still recorded 
avery quick time despite the embarrassing 
Totation. Fastest. man was Colin Malkin in 
the Avenger with Boyd and Fall, tieing for 
second fastest just two seconds behind so 
that rally drivers evidently found the night 
driving to thelr taste. Lanfranchi's mis- 
demeanour lost him almost 30 seconds on 
this short stage to Clark and thus lost the 
lead of the Tour as Clark had only been 
14 seconds behind him leaving Snetterton. 

Breakfast at Birmingham was followed by 
a short stage through the park roads at 
Ingestre where Bernard Unett had been 


2 


cars destined Jor damagi 
‘oat Snetterton, leads John Cooper's BMW, 


‘At Cadwell Park Gordon 


Spice's Capri, which met 
Which was shortened and retired at Castle 


In the background ts Richard Lloyd's Mustang which retired at Snetterton with a 


camshaft. 


caught practising before the event and thus 
had to suffer the slowest time in his class 
a penalty. He could count himself lucky 
that he was not in the same class as Stuart 
McCrudden/Gordon Bruce in the Ford Cor. 
tina 2000 GT who met a Vauxhall Viva van 
going along the stage and had to lose time 
trying to get past him. No re-run was allowed 
though it was evidently the fault of the mar. 
shals for letting the van out of the farm on to 
the stage. The Dolomites were quickest cars 
here evidently having a gear for all occasions 
with their averdrives while Chris Wathen got 
the Vosper’s of Plymouth Capri I (the com: 
petition debut of this particular model ?) into 
the top 10 times. 

Next thing was Oulton Park where, even 
without the beneficial presence of Robert 


Roger Platt, 
hang’ 


the tail out at Mallory 


current second-placed man in the GI section Castrol/Aurosrort championship, 


Fearnall, the racing was excellent. Lanfranchi 
evidently realised that he had to do something 
‘about these Escorts and flew round to win 
his. race in a contemptibly easy fashion and 
he beat Marshall by 28 seconds and Clark by 
just over a minute. This was because Clark's 
engine went on to three after some valve 
gear came adrift about half-way through the 

‘¢. Marshall was soon to have the same 
thing happen to his engine but fortunately on 
a road section, So now it was Lanfranchi back 
in the lead but in his race there were a few 
more happenings. Scheckter went off at Old 
Hall on the first lap and motored backwards 
into the sleepers shortening the Adlards Capri 
considerably so that he had to retire. Tony 
Fall made his usual headiong start while Boyd 
got left behind with his fuel surge. After 
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Tony Fall put in a really good race at Cadwell, but was sadly delayed at Mallory, spoiling an exceptional performance 


just two laps, Fall was lying third behind 
Cooper's BMW and was making the most 
spectacular attempts to pass which culminated 
in Cooper kissing the Armco at Old Hall on 
Inp six and Fall getting through to finish 
second. behind Lanfranchi. Roger Platt was 
showing off his ability to go. sideways on 
Avon tyres but Chris Knowles-Fitton got 
caught out on his Michelin XASs leaving Cas- 
cades and dinged his Commodore to & halt 
from which only the tow truck could rescue 
him though he continued with the Tour des- 
pite a bent body shell 

‘The next race started with a drama when 
John Dignam clouted Old Hall on the warm. 
ing-up lap with his Vauxhall Magnum while 
even on the grid itself there was a bit of a 
panic when Gerry Marshall had to push start 
his Escort all by himself, Initially, Handley 
Jed but soon Marshall was past but Clark 


Tony Dron backed up good track performances 


earned the racing driver fifth place and the journalist 
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never really made it and dropped back with 
the engine sounding rougher and rougher. 
Once past Handley, Marshall pulled away a 
Mttle while an inspired Dron quickly closed 
on his" team-mate ’” and on lap four got past 
On the same lap, Tim Stock ended his Tour 
when a piston holed and his Vauxhall Mag. 
num stopped in the pits with @ terrible knock 
This was a great shame as he was leading 


Vauxhall at ‘the time and easily repeating 
his good showing of last year. Final drama 
here’ was from Culcheth who repeated hi 


fire trick on the slowing down lap and this 
time cooked the Dolomite beyond repair and 
retired. It was interesting to note the chaos 
in the pare fermé after this race with several 
of the earlier numbers having to barge their 
way through from the back to first, get 
approval from a spot-check by the scrutin- 
cers and then to clock out. With road-works 
with excellent stoge 
‘award. 


special drives which 


on the M6, the run-down to the next 
was a little fraught at time 


stage 


The next little sortie after Oulton was 
back through the Midlands to a straight- 
forward stage at Long Marston using the 
minimum of grass but 

spectator appeal, Roger collected 
gate just before the end and made a spec: 
tacular finish with a wheel practically off the 
front of his Capri, but generally speaking 
there was not much in the way of incidents, 


hough the works Mazda was doing better 


how, having discovered a duff coll earlier on, 
Castle Combe was the fifth and last race 
meeting and here the Tour completed an 


ernoon of Avon attractions including the 
ombles and hovercraft as well as conven- 
Uonal racers. This circuit provided some. of 
the best racing to date with the first two 
races taking place in bright sunshine. John 
Cooper finished his rally’ in the BMW. by 
exiting at Quarry in a big way on the warm- 
ing-up lap while the big Camaro of Jon 
Fletcher finally blew its crankshaft after 
making 3 very good showing at Oulton Park. 
Lanfranchi and Fall made a real dice of the 
first race with the Opel getting past on the 
jap with the flag out so they were credited 


with the same time. Adrian Boyd had his 
Passenger door clobbered (without John 
Davenport inside!) when his engine cut on 


the start yet again bat he worked his way up 
to sixth behind Spice. Fitton and fellow 
Yorkshireman, John Heppenstall were making 
a very good dice of it at the rear of the field 
but the Consul driver was evidently missing 
his caravan! 

‘The second race was no less exciting to 
watch with Marshall and Clark giving & 
spectacular display every lap at Camp with 
Clark's sideways motion comparing well with 
Marshall's more direct “dive over the grass” 
tactics. At the flag It was Clark who had 
the lead but not by much with Handley a 
close third place. Behind him there had been 
the mother and father of scraps with Barrie 
Williams getting his narrow tyred Esso Uniflo- 
sponsored Mazda on to terms with Tony 
Dron’s Dolomite and they swapped places 
often though at the flag it was Dron’s turn 
to lead. 

‘The Avenger race was unlucky enough to 
take place in a downpour, or rather shortly 
after one had finished, and they lost quite 
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4 lot on general classification to those who 
had raced in the dry, Jennie Birrell had her 
water pump go in the race and this was 
changed afterwards but the Simca then ex- 
pired on the way to Dodington. 

‘The last stage before the night halt in 
Bristol was Dodington where Unett lost a 
little to his fellow Avengers when he made 
4 slight excursion into the bushes. Clark went 
really well to pull out 17 seconds on Lan. 
franchi and put himself equal second in the 
‘Tour with Gerry Marshall and just 33 seconds 
behind the overnight leader Lanfranchi. The 
night halt was at the Esso Motor Hotel and 
to judge by the celebrating you would have 
thought that the event was completely over. 
Maybe it was just the rally drivers celebrat 
ing the end of the races and the racing 
drivers getting courage for the day of tests 
that was to follow. 

‘Andy Dawson, by now second in his class 
had a distributor bi he came up to 
pare ferme for the night and in the morning 
he and Kevin Gormley pushed it out of the 
pare and fitted a new Avenger one in three 
minutes. They went through Dodington 2 
with hardly any power and then got a proper 
Imp Sport one from Des O'Dell and were 
back at full power again. Billy Coleman was 
Inte for the start as his hotel had been in 
Bristol and the service car shed a half shaft 
‘as it was giving him a lift up there. Doding- 
ton 2 saw faster times all round except from 
Peter Hanson who was now defending a sixth 
place from a fast-closing Barrie Williams and 
Adrian Boyd. He visited the trees and lost 
10. seconds while team-mate Fall hit the 
cattle grid so hard that he split the sump 
fand had to have it changed, Williams, who 
hung @ wheel on the grass around a 70 mpb 
left-hander and spun for ever without hitting 
anything, had his exhaust manifold changed 

following a broken flange and 


had a nasty road accident when an elderly car 
‘and gentleman turned right in front of them, 
without signalling, and sent the little RX3 
flying into a ditch and sadly out of the Tour, 
although neither Barrie nor Aurosrort’s Chris 


Witty Were hurt, Noel Edmonds visited the 
grass on the infamous left-hander before the 
house which had claimed Williams and Roger 
F, but got back on while Alan 

ily stopped his Escort RS 2000 
hard against a tree without injury and had 
although this Incident 


Eastnor Castle was the next test and a 
muddy horror it was too. Heaven help those 
without sump guards but it did at least have 


entertain to the very end in the Escort RS2000s 


Roger Clark and Gerry Marshall started the event at Mallory Park Uke this and continued to 


an informed commentary at the start from 
Tourist King, John Brown. Despite this, Fitton 
went-bushwhacking and spoilt his Opel even 
more and finished the test on a puncture. 
‘Stuart Rolt/Adrian Hamilton having started 
the morning with a moment on Dodington 
finally bent their Capri on Eastnor by going 
sideways into a tree after sliding off on the 
muddy bit 

'Now came the meat of the rally experience 
with three tests on the Eppynt ranges and 
What events these proved to be. The first 
one was a two-minute blind from the top of 
the dual carriageway to Dixies where most 
of the fast cars averaged 100 mph to clean 
it easily! The next one was round the old 
motoreycle circuit. in four minutes which 
proved more difficult. Russell Brookes gave 
‘Avrosport’s Pete Lyons a good idea of what 
‘special stages are all about by setting fastest 
time ahead of Clark, Fall and Boyd but on 
the next long one which used the new high- 
way over to the Drover's Arms for the first 
time ever, Fall was supreme, setting a time 
nineteen ‘seconds faster than Brookes with 
Sparrow, Marshall, Clark and Boyd following 
up. close behind. ‘Hanson's excellent efforts 
to keep sixth place from Boyd failed when 
he inverted it before the double junction at 
the bridge and lost three minutes getting 
going again. Robin Turvey ives him full 
marks for not admitting defeat. Clark got 
Into shock absorber trouble on the long test 
but still beat Lanfranchi by six seconds to 
confirm himself in frst place but’ Marshal 
could only worry about the last test 
chether Ne cosld keep his stim Ct) load over 
the BMW. 

‘The "three-in-a-Capri" effort of Martin 
Carroll came to an end with a big roll in 
which miraculously no one was hurt while 
Noel Edmonds ended his rally on the new 
road on top of Rupert Jones’ Mazda RX3 
following a nasty left-hand bend. The DJ hurt 
his back slightly although his wife Gill w. 
unscathed, but otherwise was glad to have 
‘a man of God on hand in case it had been 
worse. However, the Rev Rupert was 
than delighted to see the Radio One star, 
considering the damage that was wreaked 
fon both cars, Nigel Rockey also lost time here 
by colliding with a bridge when he spun. 

shall clinched his second. place 
st time on the Loton Park test 
while Colin Malkin spun wildly at the end 
of the long bumpy straight with his Avenger. 
Peter Hilliard/Nick Price had a touch of the 
*stop-me-and-buy-one” when they collected 
a deer with the Bertorelli Alfa Giuletta, but 
the dead deer seemed to have 
no taste for ice cream. It was an eventful 


end for these two for during the distinctly 
final Eppynt stage, Hilliard had his seat col- 
lapse just as he was setting it up for a left- 
hander! The spin cost them all of 1} m- All 
that was left mow was to go down a crowded 
‘AS and M6 to the finish back at Great Barr 
and the delights of the Post House where 
despite Antoine Lurot wrong slotting Lar 
franchi off the M6 within 100 yards of th 
Anish the revelry went on until very late In the 
‘morning only disturbed by a visit from the law 
who wished to interview a large Irishman in 
connection with an explosion in the Birming- 
ham Rotunda, 
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For Chrysler in Lancashire 


H. L. GORNER LTD. 


NICOL ROAD 
BRYN 
WIGAN 
LANCASHIRE 
TEL: 0942 78588 


CHRYSLER DEALER TEAM 


CANTERBURY MOTOR CO., LTD. 


THE PAVILION, CANTERBURY 
KENT 
TEL : 0227 51791 
Your Chrysler main dealer 


Immediate delivery of all Hillman and 
Chrysler Models 


Distributor tor Australian Valiants 


FRED WILSON MOTORS 
(HILLSBOROUGH) LTD. 


BRADFIELD ROAD 
HILLSBOROUGH 
SHEFFIELD 
YORKSHIRE 
TEL: 0742 344256/7 
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AVON/MOTOR TOUR OF 
BRITAIN 1974 


CHRYSLER HAD THE ANSWER 


WINNERS CLASS 02/3 
CHRYSLER AVENGER GT 


WINNERS CLASS D4 
CHRYSLER IMP SPORT 


WINNERS : MANUFACTURERS AWARD 


HERBERT ROBINSON 
CHRYSLER MAIN DEALERS FOR 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
NEWMARKET ROAD 
CAMBRIDGE 
TEL: CAMBRIDGE 59151 


Demonstration model available 
Sales, Service, Spares 
Chrysler Dealer Team 


ws 


HENRY STREETER LTD. 


66 PURLEY WAY 
CROYDON, SURREY 
TEL: 01-689 3341 
AND 
91-99 ELMERS END ROAD 
BECKENHAM, KENT 
TEL: 01-778 2251 


Chryster Main Dealers 
Chrysler Dealer Team 


WE SELL THEM... 
WE TUNE THEM... 
WE RACE THEM 


Tuning kits available 


Ks JAMES ROSS & SONS 
@), Lochrin, Edinburgh 3 
MAIN DEALER WwW CHRYSLER 


UNITED KINGDOM 


KOMO) 
a © 


AVANTT 
LELLA ! 


= 


MER GROUP 


ELLA LELLA 


Allied 
Polymer 


qo 


GORDON MURRY 
& 
BERNIE ECCLESTONE 
& 


ALL THE STAFF AT 


brabham 
wish 
LELLA 
the best of luck 
on the 20th 
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The sleek shape of the recently announced Penske PCI FI challenger 


While Roger Penske prowled the pits during 
the French Grand Prix weekend at Dijon he 
left a worried ‘wake of speculation behind 
fim. Many of the Forumula 1 team managers 
knew Penske only by reputation but that was 
‘enough for them to regard him as strong oppo: 
sition even though he didn't have his team and 
car with him 

Who would Penske sign as a driver? Who 
would Penske's team manager Heinz Hofer 
Fecruit as mechanics? How would Penske 
cope with the Formula 1 Constructor's Asso: 
clation and thelr qualifying system? How 
would the Formula 1 Constructor’s Associa 
tion cope with the Penske Approach ? 

As usual Roger was being non-commictal 
but this time it was because he was playing 
the role of rookie race manager and getting 
the feel of a new (for him) form of racing, 
before taking major decisions in any area. 

‘The Penske PC-1 car has already been com: 
pleted and announced to the Press in the 
United States. It betrays no radical engineer. 
ing advances, being a deliberately conventional 

in by Geoff Ferris on British "kit car” 
lines so that development problems will be 
kept to a minimum with this first car. 

Although Penske talked with several drivers 
‘at Dijon he was meeting many of them for the 
first time and had made no definite decisions 
when be left. His Grand Prix programme had 
been planned with Peter Revson as the driver 
but when Peter was killed during testing be- 
fore the South African Grand Prix at Kyalami, 
Penske was sadly forced to re-group. He 
offered recently-retired CanAm champion and 
Indianapolis winner Mark Donohue the Grand 
Prix drive, but although Donohue will carry 
out all the development testing of the new 
car, he will not race it. Obviously Penske 
would like to have an American driver but 
as he says: “Quite frankly Mario Andretti 
is the only American driver who has ex- 
perience of Grand Prix road courses in 
Europe. That has to be an important factor 
and I must look not only to American drivers 
but also to whoever is running Formula 1 
in Europe.” 

Would Carlos Pace be a possibility? “1 
understand he has just signed up with Bernie 
Ecclestone to drive a Brabham. 1 don't know 

‘he certainly could be a candidate but (he 
iaughs) I don't even know the man.” He 
met Pace later in the weekend. 

‘The Formula 1 Constructor’s Association 


The Penske Approach 
An appraisal of the latest Grand Prix team 
by EOIN YOUNG 


has been taking a hard line over qualifying 
with the number of new cars and teams chal- 


But what would happen if the new Ameri 
can team fails to qualify? Will that be the 
Signal for a storm from Penske? 

n I could complain to would be myself 


he does not Intend to bulldoze 


Ww me a good loser and I'll show you a 
fends to use these quips as 
T always set_my 


‘everyone else has waited their 
When we went to Indiana- 


turn and ‘=> will 1 
had to go thi 
think that's the way it 


career guides. 


then Tend up 


5 yards near the 


T hope there'll be 
open for qualifying next 
to fun for those, 


Penske's plan is to build the cars in Eng: 
land at the workshop premises used by Len 


year and we'll have to try Terry and latterly Graham McRae at Poole in 


nisation (1 to 1): Roger Penske, Geoff Ferris (desi 


ef mechanic) and Don Cox (designer). 


ner), Heinz Hofer (team manager), 
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Dorset, The actual development work will be 
carried out at the Penske race headquarters 
in Reading, Pennsylvania. 

“Mark is going to be doing all the testing 
which will be advantageous to us because of 
his excellent capabilities. We have @ skid pad 
Fight out behind our shop where we ran the 
CanAm car and the Formula 5000 car so we 
have some idea of the cornering capabilities 
of this type of vehicle. Then we will go to a 
high-speed skid pad to work on aerodynamics 
with a two-mile straightway which we can 
use to check lift, drag and braking. Once we 
have all this satisfactory we can take it to a 
circuit and see what happens. 

Penske's engineer Don Cox worked with 
Donohue and Ferris on the design of the 
Formula 1 car, and during the tests they will 
have the advantage of full space-age electro 
recording apparatus. Penske says all this data 
will be placed in a computer bank so that, for 
instance, different suspension settings could 
be telexed from Europe, dialed into the com. 
puter, and the results of previous tests telexed 
back ‘in minutes. 

Heinz Hofer, 31, is the team manager of 
the Formula 1' programme and Penske is im. 
pressed at the job he did in having the car 
designed and built in England in 9 matter of 
six months, Hofer, a Swiss, was a ski instruc. 
tor in Colorado when he first met Penske and 
later worked on the Penske CanAm and 
Indianapolis teams, “"Heluz has done a tre- 
mendous job in co-ordinating the programme. 
Co-ordinating and communicating is very im 
portant in our business and Heinz has this 
knack. He can speak three or four languages 
and that helps to cut barriers in Europe when 
you are moving around, 

“Heinz knows what I expect out of the 
team and the car. Geoff Ferris is the designer 
who worked with Don and Mark and he's 
done a tremendous job in getting it all to- 
gether. Karl Kainhofer is chief mechanic and 
he has been with me since I first started road 
racing in 1959, He's one of the best mechanics 
T'know for preparation and putting a car to: 
gether. It's basically not how fast the car is 
Roing to be, but that we can go to the races 
at the end of the season and know we won't 
have any major problems. We will have good 
equipment and we're going to try and do a 
respectable job.” 

‘Although Penske plans to continue with a 
USAC car and his Matador in NASCAR as 
well as the Formula 1 team in 1974, he says 
there will be no. priority system operated. 
“Each type of racing is a completely separate 
operation, The Formula 1 team will have a 
Proper engineering capability, the proper 
Squipment, and it will have separate financing 


Penske’s last foray into Ft was with a hired McLaren M19 at Mosport Park in 1971, Do 
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ske chats up Jochen Mass 


fm that it has a separate budget so that we 
can't pull money out of the Formula 1 budget 
if we have a problem in another area 

In fact the new Penske Formula 1 car dev: 
elopment is part of Roger's future planning 
for USAC racing and he foresees a USAC 
regulation change in 1976 which will replace 
the current turbocharged engines with Slitee 
racing engines and S-litre stock blocks $0 
that Grand Prix and P5000 cars will be eligible 
for Indianapolis. 

If the new regulations do not bar turbo: 
chargers Penske has already made arrange. 
fients with Cosworth to build him spect 
2s-itre versions of the DFV Vs to be turbo: 
charged by his engine builders in America. 


Ronnie Peterson 


Woelftampions 
wu73 


at Dijon 


These engines would then mate directly into 
a development of the Penske Formula 1 car. 

Penske, 37, made a name for himself in 
American sports car racing, retiring in 1965 
to concentrate on building a business empire 
In the automotive industry using racing as @ 


strong image-booster, He graduated from uni 
Versity in 1959 with a BSc degree in industrial 
management 

Penske drove in the US Grand Prix at 
Watkins Glen with a Cooper in 1961 and a 
Lotus in 1962 but he regards those outings as 
very amateur forays. He hired a McLaren M19 

Donohue to drive in the Canad 

Prix jn 1971 and he finished a strong third 
but, as Penske says, that was not. really 


jue took it into third place. 


a very successful financial venture because it 
cost him money to hire the car. “Now I can at 
least promote some dollars with my own car 
and I don't expect to go Formula 1 racing 
without having the proper sponsorship to at 
least cover the budget for a season. 

‘The new Penske car will possibly have the 
longest sponsor's title being officially a First 
‘National-City-Bank-Travellers-Cheque-Penske. 
Roger is a little embarrassed about the pros: 
pect of building a longer car to accommodate 
his sponsor's name, but he is pleased at break- 
ing new ground in this area. “ It's a new spon- 
sor, we didn't try co steal someone else's 
existing sponsor, and I think it could open 
doors to bring ‘in American Express, Bank 
of America and people like that when they 
see the visibility we get for our sponsor. 

‘One Penske problem is that the driver of 
his choice may not be available until the end 
of this season but his schedule calls for 
entries in the Canadian Grand Prix in Sep- 
tember and the US Grand Prix in October. 
‘This is a problem to be solved, but Penske is 
reasonably flexible on this point. “The driver 

run in the races this year would not 
necessarily be the driver we have for 1975 
but it would be an opportunity for someone 
to test and work with us and if between no\ 
and the end of the year he does well 
would be only natural to continue. If he wasn't 
happy he could move on but we would try 
to make it worth his while to take the 
gamble with us to start with. 

Roger Penske looks the part. A handsome, 

like sportsman. A. youthful 
in success. He is the epitome 


se and efficiency ; success above all 
racing teams are an extension of 


his phobia for sparkling efficiency, a good 
Job seen to be done well. Sponsors like his 
approach, He combines features of Teddy 


Mayer, Ken Tyrrell and Bernie Ecclestone. He 
‘may be a one-man counter to the Formula 
I’ Constructor’s Association, even though he 
Insists that he will make a quiet entry into 
Formula 1 

Ts Penske aiming to learn or to win in 
1975? “I wouldn't be over here if I wasn't 


over to win, but there are 25 or 26 other 
people with the same idea so I'm quite sure 
It won't be easy 

Grand Prix racing most certainly is not 
easy, but you get the impression Penske feels 
success will be only a matter of time, 

“When we went Into NASCAR stock car 
racing It took us three years but now we're 

petitive and we're running up front. It 
took us four years to win Indianapolis. The 
first year we finished seventh, the second 
year we finished second, the third year we 
Should have won the "500" and the fourth 
year we did.” 


‘Once USAC racing was regarded as a lucra- 
tive form of motor sport in America with the 
Indianapolis "500" as the ultimate prize. 
Penske still regards Indianapolis highly which 
is more than you can say for USAC racing as 
a series. “It's the worst business thing I'm 
Involved in. Indianapolis is fantastic but at the 
other end of the scale we run at Phoenix in 
front of 7,500 people and have the same ex- 
pense as we have to run Indy. It’s ludicrous. 
Tf USAC don’t hurry up and change the rules, 
we'll go to Indianapolis and run that one on 
its own, and then go FS000 and Grand 
Prix racing. . . .” 


‘The announcement. Note Dan Gurney (seated in front of the car) taking photos. McLaren's Tyler Alexander is on his left. 
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Emerson Fittipaldi 
Winner, 1972 John Player Grand Prix, Brands Hatch. 
Winner, 1972 Race of Champions, Brands Hatch. 
Winner, 1972 Rothmans 50,000, Brands Hatch. 


Will history repeat itself? 


Return with us now to the glorious days of 1972. 
Emerson Fittipaldi is about to win three races ata 
well-known circuit in Kent. 
’ He will follow these with a victory that overshadows 
them all: 
Thee hampionship of the world. 
Could it happen again? 

Well, he’s got the skill. He's got the Texaco-Marlboro 
car. He’ got ourordinary Texace ‘© petrol and Havoline oil. 
He's only a few points behind the championship 

leader. 


And this Saturday’s British Grand 
Prix is at Brands. 
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never much farther apart than this during their battle while 


MALLORY PARK FS000 


Bobby Dazzler 


BY IAN TITCHMARSH 


boy hi 


done it again! At Brands Hatch on 
tained challenge from Brian Redman and won; las 
he had to fight off the other king of Formula 5000, 

iecessful. It was an excellent performance by both Evans and Gethin who somehow negotiated 


Photographs by BARRY EDEN 


Easter Monday Bob E) 
Sunday at Mallory Park 
cer Gethin, and once more he was 


the assorted backmarkers and carried on their duel without ever coming to grief, although it 


was mighty close at times. Less lucky with 1 


also-rans was practice sensation Dave Morgan, 


deputising for David Hobbs in the Hogan Racing Lola, who led for the first five and a half 


mR 
Nottingham S 


Evans scored his second win of the day in 
finish. For some reason Mors 


type of 
eof the orgas 
chan is normal for this holiday time of the. ¥é 
(Escort) won the Esso Uniflo special salo 

ShellSport Mexico 

's few laps in the lead impressed the 


In the supporting 


Of the Meeting judges more than Evans’ great drive. 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


Right from the start of practice, fast times 
were “on” and Jean-Pierre Jarier’s outright 
record in the F2 March 732 of 41.8 s looked 
beatable if the rain held off, After two 
sessions all the regulars were somewhat taken 
aback to find the Charles Heidsieck champagne 
stolen from under their noses by Dave Morgan 
whose only previous experience of the Hogan 
Lola T330 had been 20 laps or so at Silver 
stone a few days earlier. Dave conceded that 
his pole-winning time of 41.2 s was hard work 
but reckoned he could keep up 41.8 s all day 
and was surprised to find the power coming 
in much more smoothly than he anticipated. 
As usual Falconer & Dunn supplied it. Still 
looking for that elusive consistency which 
brought him the championship last year, 
Teddy Pilette was in fine form with the VDS 
Chevron B28 and improved to 41.4 = in the 
second session after tuning the handling and 
thus lined up alongside Morgan. Team-mate 
and championship leader Peter Gethin was the 
first of several to record 41.6 5. which he did 
in both sessions, looking decidedly twitchier 
than most down Devils Elbow in the Morand- 
powered B28. Both engines boasted new air 
Scoops for the fuel injection, of which more 
anon. Bob Evans in the McKechnie/Henley 
Fork Lift Lola T332 was the first of the Alan 
‘Smith users on the grid, Bob being the only 


32. 


leading runner who found the new offering 
from Goodyear less acceptable. His second 
session was curtailed by a front fin peeling 
off. Concluding the 41.6 5 were Keith Holland 
and Ian Ashley. Keith was not in the Trojan 
102 which has been sold by tan Ward, but 
the Embassy Racing with John Butterworth 
Lola T332 which should have been driven by 
Guy Edwards. Unfortunately in private practice 
previous Friday, Guy had had a misunder- 
standing of lines with Martin Birrane's Brab- 
ham BT43 at the hairpin. The resulting 
collision had caused relatively minor damage 
to the cars but Edwards sustained a broken 
wrist and will miss the British GP. Ashley was 
still persevering with his fuel-injected Race 
Engine Services engine in the ShellSport Lola 
T330 in preference to the carburated Smith 
but longed for more power, reckoning he was 
giving away some 30 bhp to the best Morands. 
Vern Schuppan was hoping for fewer frights 
from Sid Taylor's Lola T332 this time but just 
missed out on the fast group with a time of 
42.0 s. Sharing the fourth row with the 
Australian FI driver was genial Tom Belso, 
the Dane's Lola T330 resplendent in its new 
EMI Records/Radio Luxembourg livery but 
bottoming prevented any improvement on 
42.0 s. The ever-improving Dutch driver 
Roelof Wunderink was another on this time 
with his Team HB Bewaking Chevron B24 with 
Morand motor but he was the last to do it 


in the background (x Nick Wattiez. 


and had the pleasure of sharing the fifth row 
with Lella Lombardi in her Oates-powered 
Lola T330, the Italian girl being 0.4 s slower. 
Mike Wilds still considered the handling of 
his Dempster March 74A in need of improve- 
ment and has yet to find his pre-Thruxt 
accident form, although he equalled Lell 
time, Tony Dean had his two Chevrons to 
choose from but seems to have lost his 
enthusiasm for Formula $000, He recorded 
42.6 5 in his 1973 B24 and decided to race 

‘The grid was completed by Chris Craft's 
Adlards Crowne Racing Chevron 824/28 
(42.6 $); Brian McGuire's Lola T332 (43.0 8); 
Patrick Sumner's Trojan T101 (43.4 §); Clive 
Santo's Lola T330 (44.0); Nick Wattles 
driving his Lola T330 faster after some private 
tuition from Frank Gardner (44.29); Brian 
Robinson's ex-Fl McLaren MISC (44.6 §) 
Colin Andrews in his old Surtees TSS. mas- 
querading as a TS9B (47.2 s); and Allan Kayes 
in his 1970 ex-Fl McLaren MI4A (48.0 9 
Bill Wood failed to qualify his Trojan T101 
at 49.6 5; Martin Birrane withdrew the Brab- 
ham but’ wouldn't have qualified anyway at 
48.6 s after all but second gear departed; and 
Dutchman Leen Verhoeven’s rent-a-drive with 
Sid Taylor in one of Sid's Trojan T101s ended 
in the Esses bank in the first session after a 
best time of 49.2 5. 


RACE 


This time the starting procedure worked well 
enough although Gethin was discomforted on 
the pace lap when someone hit hisr fn the 
rear and the cars came under starters orders 
before his mechanic could check for damage. 
Since the Embassy Lola's nose became 
deranged on that same lap, there might just 
be a connection. Anyway, when the flag fell 
Morgan made a beautiful start and immedi- 
ately went ahead round Gerards tailed by 
Evans, Pilette, Belso and Gethin. These five 
completed lap one with Ashley and Holland 
stringing along close behind while Schuppan 
held eighth ahead of Dean, Wunderink and 
Wilds. Swinging round the long, right-handed 
Gerards turn Morgan maintained his advantage 
fon lap two, trying hard to do everything 
smoothly and remain cool under Evan's 
Pressure. Bob could not ease up for Pilette 
was close behind while Gethin was now 
satisfied that his car had not been damaged 
in the bump and was closing in on Belso for 
fourth. The first casualty was Holland for the 
Lola's nose fell off more and more until he 
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had to stop and fix it, falling to last but one, 
Wattiez having already begun to make his 
mark. On lap five the Huntingdon antique 
dealer spun his car up the bank at the hair. 
pin which put tail end charlie Andrews off 
his stroke as the leaders came up to lap him 
on their sixth lap. Andrews groped for gears 
as Morgan drove round him, avoided Wattiez 
and tried to keep bis lead all at the same 
time, but the Surtees driver suddenly found 
fone, veered towards the leader and Dave was 
forced into the bank and out of the race with 
bent front suspension. Not content with this 
Andrews upset the new leader Evans who 
waved his fist furiously as he negotiated a 
way round him at Devils Elbow. 

So now Evans led from Pilette, but not for 
Jong and the Belgian went in front just one 
Inp later while Wattiez crept into the pits for 
‘a new nose. Belso was still fending off Gethin 
for third, this pair now joined by Ashley 
Schuppan still had Dean for company for 4 
few more laps before settling down to pull 
way and close up on those in front. Despite 
his lost lead Evans was not letting Pilette get 
away while Belso now seemed to be motoring 
faster than either as he caught right up. The 
Dane found his car's handling becoming better 
all the time as the fuel load lightened. On 
the 13th lap Evans gritted his teeth and dived 
Inside Pilette going into the Esses. a move 
which worked perfectly and the Lola was 
‘ahead once more. Despite the improvement in 
his car’s handling, Belso was having problems 
with his gears, holding the car in second gear 
‘at the hairpin, but on lap 14 he could not 
prevent Gethin from. slipping past. 
Wunderink’s good drive came to an end with 
a blown engine a lap later while the Dutchman 


was eighth just in front of Wilds and 
Lombardi, 
‘Once nast Relso, Gethin heean to force the 


pace and caught up with Pilette in a couple 
Of laps. Would he be allowed to pass? 

‘answer was needed for the Belgian drew into 
the pits at the end of his 17th lap, thinking 
the handling was going off and wondering 
about flat tyres and other horrors. A quick 
check revealed nothing amiss and he was sent 
fon his way, now down in 11th position, but 
troubled by excessive understeer. Gethin's 
path was clear to the leader and it was obvi 
ous he was chiselling away at the few 
seconds between first and second place. All 
the time back markers had to be passed, very 


John Turner in 
oi pressure disappeared on the Shoda 


“= 
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Tom Helso passes Dave Morgan's damaged car, Morgan being involved with Wattles and 


Andrews. 


few laps being totally clear such was the 
ity of pace berween the fastest and 
west. With Gethin right behind him at 


distance, Evans used’ Brian Mec 
‘advaniage at the Esses, giving hi 

8 breathing space again for a few more laps 
‘Then they came up to lap a recirculating 
Wattiez on Stebbe Straight but Evans was 
determined not to lose any opportunity and 
went one side of the wayward white Lola as 
Gethin went the other. Three abreast in these 
Wide FS000s on the narrow Mallory circuit 
Is only for the brave. 

And so it went on. Every challenge Gethin 


made was countered by Evans. Sometimes a 
backmarker would involuntarily help one and 
then the other. Then one of the Chevron’s air 
boxes began to fall off, the vibration fracturing. 
the clips. But still Gethin kept at it, Going 
Into the last lap the two cars were nose to 
tail with a clear track. Bob put all hix effort 
into ds and came out with a couple of 
Tengths’ lead. The Chevron gained nothing 


Shoda and Nick Whiting’s Escort provided a tremendous battle until the 
10 Whiting wax vietorious once more. 


Se ma | 


down Stebbe, nor into the Esses. At the hair- 
pin Bob took it carefully and Pete braked as 
late as he dared. The pap diminished. The 
Chevron was literally hurled into Devils Elbow 
wards the finishing line, crossing the line 
well and truly sideways inches from the armco 
but it was Bob's race by 0.2 s. Phew! 
Ashley, despite his lack of power, had at 
one time seemed likely to challenge the 
leaders in the closing stages but, with ‘five 
Japs to go, a rear tyre deflated and it was 
ail he could do to maintain third, taken from 
Belso on lap 37 when the Dane's’ second gear 
jumped out again at the hairpin and. he 
spun. By this time he had lost third gear 
but fourth place was his best 
position of 1974 and encouraging for his new 
Sponsors. Schuppan’s puncture began earlier 
than Ashley's, but was slower, so he lasted 
the distance with deteriorating handling and 
remained unlapped for fifth. The perpetually 
unlucky Pilette made up well for his brief 
pit stop, to come sixth, unlapped, and shared 
new 'F5000 and circuit record of 41.6 8 
with his team-mate Peter Gethin, Lella Lom- 
bardi, an underpowered Chris Craft and Brian 
McGuire all finished one lap behind, the first 
two separated by less than a. second. Dean 
retired with a broken wheel after a misunder- 
standing about lines with Wilds at the hair- 
pin, the March driver continuing to take 11th 
behind Santo despite fuel surge and no 
second gear. Holland's fast recovery after his 
pit stop for nose adjustment ended sadly in 
the bank at the Esses when the brakes failed, 
doing the chassis no good at all but Holland 
jumped out unharmed, 


SUPPORTING RACES 


‘there was no relief in 
the middie. Fortunately each one was entér- 
taining, in one way or another. Geoff Farmer 
has become a name to conjure with in 

saloon racing in recent weeks, this new- 
comer’s Imp showing a fine turn’ of speed on 
its way from the back of the grid to victory, 
The race had begun as a three-way scrap 
between Basil Dagge's Imp and the Mini- 
Fords of Peter Baldwin and Ian Briggs but 
the latter soon retired his Longman-prepared 
car with no clutch. Dagge and Baldwin 
swapped the lead around until Farmer arrived 
fon the scene at half distance, took over and 
went away to win. In the last three laps 
Baldwin's engine began to chuck all its oll 
at the driver but he stuck at it and only lost 
out to Dagge by 02 s. In fourth was none 
other than Ian Ashley who took over Graham 
Brasier’s new Imp as the owner has no 
national licence. Starting on the 10 s mark, 


3 


Rex Greenslade lost second in cla: 
the lead and retire with body damag. 


Ashley thoroughly enjoyed himself as he 
carved his way up the field. In the 850 class 
Peter Crouch once again retired with his 
Mini overheating and misfiring, after setting 
new class record, and Richard Belcher's 
Mini took maximum Esso Uniflo 

the absence of class leader Roger 
he now replaces. Afterwards Anglia driver 
Gerry Taylor protested Farmer's amazingly 
fast car, but all was found to be in order, 
which satisfied Taylor, 


The over litre Esso race featured a 
mighty battle between John Turner's rear 
engined and ever-improving Skoda-Chevrolet 
and Nick Whiting's more conventional Escort 
FVC. Ian Richardson actually led for a la 
‘and a half in his tremendous 7)-litre Corva 
but had all the brakes lock on at the hairpin 
and called it a day. Whiting’s antics at the 
Esses, with the Escort well screwed up and 
sideways, rivalled the spectacle of a certain 
Firenza but he nevet found the gap he needed 
until the Skoda slowed on lap 12 as the oll 
pressure took a dive once more. From the 
back of the grid Tony Hazelwood brought the 
Daf up to a good second place, passing Tony 
Strawson's Capri V8 on the way. Tony Sugden 
retired his Escort BDE from a battle with 
Strawson when it jammed in fourth gear. In 
the 1300 class the Taft Bros ruled, Paul 
giving way to Greg on the last lap by 
larrangement but championship class leader 
John Robinson had parked his Escort BDA 
up the bank at the hairpin on the last lap 
while third when trying to get out of 
Whiting’s way. 


‘The Triplex Group 1 race was, not sur- 
prisingly, low on entries because of the Tour 
of Britain. Brian Pepper won his running 
battle with Malcolm West this time when the 
latter was held up at the hairpin, the two 
Camaro drivers dominating things as usual 
Jock Robertson and Rex Greenslade began 
by leading Derrick Brunt’s Firenza with their 
Magnums but were both eased out of the 
way, at Gerards and the hairpin respectively 
Robertson having to retire with body dam: 
age at the rear, Another Magnum to go out 
was John Stevens in the Ronnie Scott entry 
When the diff failed. Alan Minshaw’s Avenger 
diced with Stevens for a time and was much 
faster than Bill Sydenham's again so won 
his class easily, while Alan Greenhalgh in 
the ADM Business Systems Honda Civic took 
the points in the baby class. 

The racing ended with the ShellSport 
Mexicos. Drawing No 1 Basil Dagge surprised 
the F500 regulars by staying with them and 
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———— 


giving nothing at all away. Tom Belso led for 
five laps before Dagge went by and the 
Dane lost all chance of a good place after 
some leaning by lan Ashley at the hairpin 
on the penultimate lap. This let Bob Evans 
through into second and a heroic effort on 


to Derrick Brunt (147) and in the background, the Jock Robertson Firenza was to go the same way to loxe 


the last couple of corners brought him across 
the line first by an overrider from the enter 
prising Dagge. Considering he had No 15 
Ashley did weil to take third ahead of Vern 
Schuppan, Belso and Nick Whiting, who had 
shared the back row with Ashley 


Neither Lella Lombardi nor the following Mike Wilds upheld previous form, Lella finishing 
seventh and Wilds eleventh. 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 18, 1974 


Melmag 
moves in 
Championship 


circles. 


In the first six months of 1974, 22 major 
international races have been won on Melmag 
wheels including this year’s Tasman series, 
the Race of Champions, Monaco Grand Prix, 
the Le Mans 24 hour Race and the French 
Grand Prix. Congratulations to all concerned. 

Almost 50 different formula 
cars including JPS, Brabham 
and Hesketh are relying on 
Melmag G.P. wheels. Small 
wonder when one considers 
their strength yet lightness 
and the speed with which 
wheels can be tailor made to 
individual requirements due 
to Melmag's unique modular 
bonded construction. 


Moreover, our company offers a total wheel 
checking and repair service. We even keep a 
history of every wheel we sell. 

Melmag G.P. wheels are available for all 
classes of formula racing car —from Formula 1 
to Formula Ford as either standard or optional 

equipment. 
Incidentally, M.E.L’s interest 
in racing cars goes further than 
just the wheels. As the largest 
U.K. producer of magnesium 
alloys we also design and 
manufacture most types of 
castings and fabrications in 
magnesium alloys, including sus- 
pension uprights, bell housings and 
engine and gearbox components. 


The 
IMO RILIMTAN 
‘Wheel 


(i Seems 


For further information contact your car supplier or David Bird at: 
Magnesium Elektron Ltd., Norfolk House, St. James's Square, London SW1Y 4JS. 
Tel: 01-839 8888. Telex: 24634. 

Or telephone our Manchester works: 061-794 2511. 


AUTOSPORT. JULY 18, 1974 36 


Behind the wheel 


med like 
stepping out of a 
time machine 
switching from the 
big. roomy cockpit 
of the Brabham 
into the tight tailor- 
made fit of the 
Texaco - Marlboro 
Mclaren for the 


You get a revised idea about how old is old 
when you are asked to drive a Grand Prix 
car in the historic demonstration as well as 
in the Grand Prix itself! Marlboro had done 
& tremendous job in assembling old cars and 
drivers who had won or featured well in 
past French Grands Prix and I was tagged 
on the end driving the Repco:Brabham I'd used 
in 1967 when I won the World Champion: 
ship. It seemed like stepping out of a time 
machine switching from the big, roomy cock 
pit of the Brabham into the tight tailor-made 
ft of the Texaco-Marlboro McLaren for the 
“real race, I couldn't believe how different 
the Brabham felt, and how slow by compari 
son with the presem-day 3-litre cars. It was 
only seven years ago but it was nowhere 
ear as fast as our cars are now and It made 
me realise. Why Denis Jenkinson said we 
didn't need guardrails in those days, but if 
you live in that era and haven't progressed 
you don't realise just how important guard: 
failing and catch fences are as safety mea. 

T didn’t realise how strange it would feel 
‘going back to the Brabham. There was plenty 
Of room, the long nose out front, no wings 

it was seven years old and it seemed like 
‘a Vintage car. It was easy to steer, very light 
to drive and not a lot of horsepower but the 
engine was probably feeling its age. Unfor- 
tunately, I had no real chance to have a go 
‘on the demonstration laps because the battery 
went flat and the fuel pump stopped—just 
like it used to do in 1967! 

T'm sure a lot of the old-timers wondered 
how the hell they ever managed to hump 
those cars around the circuits as fast 
they did because they must have found that 
it was all new, all much different to what they 
remembered. i went along dressed for the 
part in my old Esso overalls, my 1967 crash 
helmet and goggles, but some of the old 
drivers had come dressed in thelr original 
gear as well and that was really impressive. 
Louis Chiron had the same overalls, cloth 
cap, shoes and even the same socks that he 
Wore When he used to race the Bugattis. It 


Brauchitsch ‘Wheeling the big supercharged 
1938 Mercedes round the Dijon track, Prince 
Bira in the little blue Gordini, Lang in the 
streamliner W196 Mercedes and Stirling Moss 
in the 1960 Cooper-Climax. Stirling looked 
quite young and boyish among the pre-war 
brigade! 

‘The Dijon track did nothing for me at all 
It was just over two miles round with a 
straight and a wiggly section before you came 
back on to the straight again. If you were 
in with a chance you had to be lapping 
under Im which is ridiculous for a World 
Championship race, It took me a little longer 
to get wound up than I thought it would 
because it was really quite a simple track to 
learn, but on the morning of the final prac- 
tice day I did 5954s and I was quite con- 
tent with that. In the afternoon I concentrated 
on running with a full fuel load with my race 
tyres on and took it easy. Some of the team 
thought I might be carrying too much rear 
wing but I figured the angle I had was help- 
ing me get on to the straight faster and, con- 
trary to what you would expect, I was actually 
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pulling higher revs down the straight. We ex- 
Perimented with this a couple of times and 
each time we found that the more wing I put 
on the faster I went down the. straight. 
Strange 

T was on the sixth row of the grid right 
behind Patrick Depailler in the Elf-Tyrrell 
and I was a bit cheesed about that because 
Patrick had done his time in the new 007, 
crashed it, and was racing in last year's 006 
model. I wanted Teddy Mayer to lodge a pro- 
test because that wasn't my idea of how the 
interpretation of the ruling should have been 
worked out. The 007 was definitely a 
ferent type to 006 otherwise why wasn't 
Patrick able to go faster than he did? 

When the starter dropped the flag all hell 
broke loose again. I say again” because in 
nearly every GP now somebody gets biffed 
at the start. At Monaco it was me getting 
bounced about all over the road, in Holland 
it was Hunt and Pryce, and I was damn sure 
it wasn't going to be me again in France, 1 
didn’t care what position 1 was in when I got 
to the first corner as long as I got there in 
fone piece and I was tucked in on the hard 
shoulder go'ng down to the turn which prob- 
ably was being a bit too cautious because 1 
was tailing what I presume was Pryce’s 
Shadow and he had been on the receiving end 
of a few biffs and bangs. I didn't dare swing 
mat behind him for fear of getting a wheel 
knocked off by some of the heroes charging 
up behind. So, there I was, way at the back 
of the fleid on a track where It was super- 
Important to be well placed in the opening 
laps to get clear of the traffic on the tight 
bits. I was a fairly unimpressive 13th on the 
first lap but I soon got with it and started 
climbing up through the field picking off the 

rs in front one by one until L arrived behind 
Jacky Ickx in the John Player Special and 
that was as far as I got. Ronnie Peterson 
was out front leading in the other JPS with 
the two Ferraris behind him, then Scheckter 


@ fantastic sight to see — Prince Bira in the little blue Gordint. 


RES, 


by Denny Hulme 


in the Tyrrell, and J. Ickx and yours truly. 

‘The Lotus had a lot of understeer in some 
places and oversteer in others. A couple of 
times he cocked it up getting out on to the 
straight and I managed to get up level with 
his rear wheel but then he would start to pull 
away and that was the end of the deal. 1 
thought if I could run close with him for 
Jong enough he might make a mistake, He got 
a bit wild, but he never made that big mis- 
take and there I was, sixth at the finish. My 
Progress through the eld brought some com- 
pensation, however, because 1 was awarded 
the Jo Silfert "Prix Rouge et Blanc” for try- 
ing hard. 

‘We weren't really losing much time to 
Scheckter and if I could have passed the 
Lotus I might have been able to close the gap 
on Jody because my car was handling very 
well in the conditions. With about 15 laps to 
{g0 the engine started to cough on almost every 
lap so T switched the rev limiter off, switched 
the oil pump on and gave it the big stick 
hoping that my engine wouldn't do. what 
Emerson's had done and blow itself apart 
It’s not the engines going wrong internally, 
it's just that the fuel system gets a vapour 
jock or something and every so often it 
digests a big dollop of air. And it doesn’t 
run very well on just air. 

This situation about startline shunts is 
something we will have to tidy up because we 
are supposed to be Grand Prix drivers and 
not Formula Ford beginners. To my mind 
there are two solutions. One, as a temporary 
measure, is to space the cars farther apart on 
the starting grid, and another Is to have @ 
dragster-type Christmas tree system of 
ing light. Each row of cars would be lined up 
by a photo-electric cell with a marshal to each 
row so that whoever jumped the start would 
be spotted and penalised a minute. The 
‘other alternative is to have rolling starts and 
this is probably the simplest and safest 
solution of all 
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Castrol. At the heart of it all 
with British Leyland. 


tpmette: 


BROADSPEED 


JOHN LYONS 


in his 1275 GT Mini has won the 
1974 CASTROL BT & RDA AUTO- 
TEST CHAMPIONSHIP.* 


‘*Sublect t0 official confirmation 


oo C astra 


trol and British Leyland ai . 
Tony Dron in their 
Castrol Ani 
‘Opposite locki 


Sprint and Brian Culeheth (round F 


Mike Flather h 


IP 
a ship with his M 
Mini pilot, Robin Tallis is streaking up the strips to de 


Drag Racing Championship title. 


Now more than ever you need 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 18, 1974 


cy 


Purely personal 


“To date, we've 
seen nothing in the 
way of a new, or 
even an upgraded 
engine from Cos- 
worth and I'm 
beginning to 
wonder, as Ken 
Tyr 


‘all been 


NOEL SCHOLEY 


DFV’s day? 


It probably happened much earlier in the 
year anyway, but you can bet that, since 
the Ferraris waltzed to that 1-2 vict 
Zandvoort, the wires between Ripley, 
brook, Norwich and the scrambler phone on 
Keith’ Duckworth's desk in Northampton 
have been glowing redder than a Porsche 
turbocharger 

of earl 


“the day" has arrived. The day, thi 
Cosworth's V8 DFV can no longer shrug off 
the best that anyone else in the world can 
pitch against it 

The fact is that the Italian machines were 
not just 10-15 k's an hour faster in a 
straight line than the Cosworth-powered cars 
in. Holland: they were also” measurably 
quicker, both through the slow Tarzan and 
Hunzerug turns after the pits, and the high- 
speed sweeps at the back of the circuit 
While the pursuing Tyrrell and McLaren 
drivers were having to really scratch for 
every fraction of second and inch of ground, 
Lauda and Regazzoni looked as if they were 
‘a couple of cab drivers cruising for fares. In 
particular, the sight of Regazzoni negotiating 
the full 180 degrees of Tarzan without a 
single correctional movement of the steering 
wheel, made one wonder if reality hadn't 
been temporarily suspended. 

‘The inference to be drawn from all. this, 
of course, is that Ferrari not only have them- 


related areas of aerodynamics and chassis 
tuning. In the delicate equation in which 
tyres, wing angles, spring rates and so on 
are all variable factors contributing towards 
competitive lap times, conventional wisdom 
hhas it that straight-line speed has to be sacri- 
ficed for faster cornering, and vice versa. On 
their current form, the Ferraris are either 
shooting a sizeable hole in that philosophy, 
which seems technically improbable, or they 
have a major advantage in horsepower over 
the Cosworth-engined cars, 
Which brings us back to Mr Duckworth. 
In an interview I had with Ken Tyrrell 
some 18 months ago, We were discussing the 
inevitability that, some day, (and at the time, 
it seemed to be light years in the future) 
someone would come along with an engine 
that finally got to grips with the Cosworth. 
“We've thought about that, of course,’ 
‘Tyrrell said, “but Keith's got it well covered. 
T wondered if he was talking about Duck- 
worth’s V12, which you may recall was a 
fancied runner in the rumour stakes about 
that time. Tyrrell was a bit non-committal on 
that score, but I was left with little doubt 
that whenever the storm warnings were 
hoisted, a simple telephone call to Duck- 
worths lair would result in the wraps being 
taken off the secret weapon, and the invaders 
being repelled in no time flat. Well, it's been 
some time now, and very little of it Mat, 
(unless you include the configuration of 
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Ferrari cylinders) since the balloon first went 
up in Buenos Aires. To date, we've seen 
nothing in the way of a new, or even an 
Upgraded engine from Cosworth, and. I'm 
beginning to wonder, as Ken Tyrrell must be 
wondering, if we haven't all been had. There 
is, I suppose, an historic irony to the fact 
that the DFV won its first garlands at Zand- 
voort in 1967, demonstrating then the sort of 
domination which marked the Ferrari success 
fon the same track this year. In years to come, 
we may well regard the ‘74 race as being 
the sort of natural turning point in Grand 
Prix history that Jim Clark’s landmark vic~ 
tory was In '67 


..-for our next trick 


While we're on the subject of engines, one 
wonders what the Matra team have in ‘mind 
for mext year. After a rather shaky start to 
this season, they performed their annual 
clean-up at Le Mans, and would now seem to 
be on their way to'a second Manufacturer's 
Championship title, aided in no small measure 
by that beautiful sounding V12_ of theirs. 
There seems no reason to doubt that in 
1,000 k's tune, the Matra mill gives off as 
close to 500 bhp as makes no difference, and 
by any reckoning, that's the sort of power 
that will be needed to be really competitive 
in Formula 1 in 1975, 

So will we see the blue cars back on the 
Grand Prix grids again next year? 1 doubt it 
Alter several fruitless seasons in Grand Prix 

ing on thelr own account, they are under. 
Standably reluctant to opt for another dose 
{the same treatment. But it must have 
crossed the minds of the men at Engins 
Matra in Paris, that there's an honest and 
profitable buck’ to be turned by selling or 
Teasing their screamer to. the gentlemen in: 
volved in the Ferrari chasing game. 

For the prospective punters, it. would, of 
course, be an extremely expensive gamble 


In the first place, there’s the cost of design- 
ing, building and developing a compatible 
chassis, since all the Standard British Kit 
Cars have been modelled around the DFV, 
and it’s not just a case of yanking out the 
V8 and plugging in the V12. Then there's the 
question of just how many nouveau francs 
the Frenchmen will be asking for the privi- 
Jege: the Gauls are not noted for their 
altruism! 

If you're a regular reader of the funnies, 
you'll have heard the rumour that J-P Jarier’s 
presence in the UOP-Shadow team is Alan 
Rees's hedge against the day that Matrs 
decides to ease their way back into Formula 
1. (A similar sort of logic has been applied 
to the March/Stuck/BMW tie-up.) Such cal 
culations, you will note, take no account of 
5-P Beltoise and Henri Pescarolo driving for 
BRM. 


then, is the most likely candi 
‘a power? Surely, it has to be 
Ken Tyrrell’s. He already has @ French spon- 
sor. and an enormously talented French 
driver. And, just in case you'd forgotten, he 
and Jackie’ Stewart scored no fewer than 
nine Grand Prix victories for the French 
marque in 1968-9, before Tyrrell was obliged 
to terminate the partnership in 1970. Of all 
the people in Grand Prix competiton to whom 
Matra might turn for advice or collaboration, 
‘Tyrrell would be the first 


How’s that again? 


There are already too many c 


competing 


for too few places on Grand Prix starting 
grids, I wonder if the CSI, or the Fl Con- 
Structors Association, or ‘anyone for that 


matter, has asked Roger Penske or Parnelli 
Jones ‘what they think about having to 
‘qualify for the Canadian and US Grands Prix. 
If and when such a confrontation takes place, 
we shall have a new definition of the phrase 
“meaningful dialogue.” The mind boggles! 


74 Dutch GP to be a turning point in Grand Prix history ? 
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Porsche 911S Targa. 
Ferrari Dino 246 GT. 
Vauxhall Magnum 2300. 


Which is fastest? 


No prizes for knowing that the Ferrari 
is in front for top speed. From 0 to 60 mph 
the Porsche is quickest. However, when 
it comes to top gear acceleration from 
30 to 50 mph, you might be surprised to 
learn the Vauxhall beats both of them. 
And that, perhaps, is where it matters most. 

In everyday overtaking situations, the 
Magnum 2300 can leap from 30 to 50 mph 
in just 6-6 seconds (Autocar 20-4-74), 
Without you having to waste time changing 
down. 

And it doesn't waste time getting from 
Oto 60 mph. Figures from ‘Autocar’ confirm 
that the Magnum 2300 out-accelerates 
Oto 60 mph such redoubtable opposition 
as the BMW 2002, Audi 100S Coupé and 
Alfa Romeo Alfetta. And beats them over 
the standing 4 mile as well. Yet the 
Magnum 2300 isn’t thirsty. ‘Autocar’ found 
you get 25:3 mpg overall. 

What about the handling? Motor gave 
it five stars. But the Magnum 2300 is more 
than just a performance car. It's a practical 
car. A family car. A luxury car. 

= 


“a 
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With the level of standard equipment you'd 
expect in an exotic foreign GT. 

There's one big difference, however. 
You can afford a Magnum 2300 now. 


EL BODY STYLES 


Magnum Saloon 2300 2 door 
4 door 

Magnum Coupé 2300 

Magnum Estate 2300 


‘Also available-the Magnum 1800 range from £1,399" 


Standard equipment includes: inertia 
reel front seat belts. Brushed-nylon seats. 
Complete underbody seal. Power-assisted 
dual circuit braking with front discs and 
self-adjusting rear drums. Heated rear 
window. Reclining front seats. Fitted 
carpeting. Alternator. Two-speed wipers 
plus ‘single wipe’. Electric screenwash. 
Petrol-saving viscous-drive radiator fan. 

Za 


— 


Chris Barnett begins to extend his lead in the FSV 15-lapper from John Morrison's Supernova 


and Bruce Venn's Elden, Ev 


CASTLE COMBE 


tual second placed man, Tim Rathmell (Supernova), is in fifth 


Skoda’s first win 


One of the best crowds seen at Castle Combe 
for a while turned up to watch the six race 
BRSCC meeting which preceded the Avon 
Tour of Britain's arrival. To keep everyone 
happy _ the ‘& number of sideshow 
including a display of the Avon Safety wheel, 
4 number of hovercraft, and even a personal 
visit by the Wombles! Chris Barnett (Royale 
RPI8A) scored a runaway win in the FSVee 
qualifier from fellow” IS-year-old Tim 
Rathmell (Supernova), and Syd Fox scored 
another FF win in his Hawke DLII after a 
rather hectic race Including # few shunts. The 
other races were for special saloons and 
Provided John Turner with his first win in the 
Superloon Skoda and a win for Brian Prebble 
(imp) in the smaller capacity race, 

The meeting opened with two qualifying 
heats for the BRSCC SW Formula Ford final 
which was to close the day. At the start of 
the first Roger Orgee (Berni Dulon MPI5) 
made what looked like an early start (although 
fhe was not penalised) to lead the field by a 
fair margin after one lap. But Peter White in 
the Rob Roy Royale RPIGA was soon challeng. 
ing Orgee with five more cars snapping at his 
heels, ‘Starting the last lap White slipped 
through the inside of Orgee at Camp. With 
Lou De Marco (Merlyn Mk 20A) close behind 
Orgee and Terry Richards (Merlyn Mk 11A), 
Nigel Burke (Royale RP16) and ex-Atlantic 
man Robert Cooper (Merlyn Mk 25) in atten- 
dance the last lap was going to be close. 
White held off Orgee at the flag with De 
Marco a close third as Richards crossed the 
line almost sideways sorting out a big moment 
with Burke and Cooper close behind, 

‘The second heat was also close but Syd Fox 
(Hawke DLI1 entered by Mac McKinstry) 
pulled out a lead of a couple of seconds 
towards the end to win with ease. Behind him 
Bryan Sharp (Merlyn Mk 25) looked to have 
second place sewn up but a big effort on the 
last lap saw David Priddy (Elden Mk 10) move 
up two places, passing Sharp at Camp and 
setting the fastest lap of the race, to score 

excellent second place from Sharp and 
Chris Pryer (MRE 74F). Ian Moore in his 
elderly Dulon LD9 was a lonely fifth ahead of 
a close battle between Tony Broster (Dulon 
MPI5) and Paul Stanford (Konig Heath Nomad 
KHF2), 

‘The up to 1000 ce saloons were next out 
and it looked as if Richard Longman was 
going to walk away with it in his Mini Ford 
until half distance when he slowed and pulled 
out with engine trouble. This left Brian Prebble 
(Hartwell Imp) and Michael Hood (Vickers 
Mini) to dispute the lead ahead of John 
Roulley who had fallen back after a moment 
at Quarry earlier on. Try as he may Hood 


40 


could not get on terms with Prebble and the 
Imp won by 08s with Roulley a further 105 
behind them in third. The Minis of Allan 
Parfitt and Alan Hawkes were next up after 


Dennis Alle’s Imp had blown up spectacular 
at Quarry. George Champion's Mini was an 
easy winner of the 850 class 


‘The FSVees were next out for a 15 
lapper counting towards the VW Silver Cup 
Championship. Following Peter White's earlier 


FF heat win Chris Barnett made it a second 
win for Rob Roy Racing with D. J. Bond by 
taking bis Royale RPISA off pole to lead the 


whole way in a convincing manner. An earl 
challenge by Chris Smith's Crossle faded 
eventually ending in a spin at Tower which 
led to his retirement. Bruce Venn (Elden 
PAI4) was next into second place only t 
spin at Quarry on lap four” dropping 
13th place. This left Derek Cook (Royale 
RPI8A), Bill Burley (Royale RPISA), Tim 
Rathmeil (Supernova BH3) and John Morrison 
(Supernova BH4) to fight for second place 
with Mark Litchfield (Elden PRHI4) a’ little 
farther back, Morrison's car, which had 
received a push start, expired ‘on the eighth 
lap leaving young Rathmell to forge past 
Cook and Burley only for Cook to spin. at 
Quarry on lap 12. Burley chased Rathmell all 
the way but could not find a way past having 
to settle for third. Litchfield came fourth after 
a lonely drive ahead of Venn who drove back 
through the field to score an excellent fifth 
and establish a new class lap record. Mike 
Taylor (Harrison KHS), Ron Grant (Taurus 01) 
and Glen Hay (Royale RP9) were next up 
and still running, competitively. 

John Turner's IAS Racing Team Skoda, 
based on a Leda F5000, was down on the 
fourth row of the grid after a troubled practice 
but took just over a lap to forge into the 


Prebbie's Imp to win 


Richard Longman led the small saloon event until engine trouble stopped him, allowing Brian 


lead and pull convincingly away to a superb 
victory during which he set_a new saloon lap 
record. Welshman Dave McCloy was the early 
leader in his 1850 Escort and continued 
gamely chasing the Skoda to take a good 
Second. Early third place man was Vince 
Woodman in his Group 1 Chevrolet Camaro 
but a tyre burst entering Quarry and Vince 
disappeared in a cloud of smoke otherwise 
unharmed. This left Jack Winter's Cooper S 
to take third place, a class win and a new 
class lap record in a fine drive during which 
he had diced with Woodman until the latter's 
retirement. Martin Kent's rumbling 5.9 Sun- 
beam Rapier-Chev was fourth with Dave 
Williams's 1.3 Wolseley Hornet the only other 
untapped runner. Chaos was caused on the 
start line before the race when Reg Palmer's 
3.8 Jaguar deposited a sump full of oll on 
the grid at the one minute board. The start 
was ‘delayed as marshals shovelled the oll 
ff the track! 

The FF final was spoilt by a first lap 
accident involving David Priddy, Roger Orgee 
and Robert Cooper after which Priddy was 


taken to hospital with leg and hip Injuries 
Once again Syd Fox was able to assert his 
authority over the race and break away from 
the leading bunch although Peter White looked 
fas if he might follow but he slipped down the 
field after & moment on lap seven leaving 
Bryan Sharp to get away into second spot 
behind Fox. As ‘Chris Pryer, White, ‘Terry 
Richards, ‘and Ian Moore came 


battling inte e last time disputing 
third back marker Steve 
Williams (Merlyn Mk 20A) In thelr path, Just 


what happened is rather confused but suffice 
it to say Williams and White came spinning 
mat of the ensuing mélée with damaged cars, 
and Moore led De Marco, Richards and Pryet 


Over the line with White following Nigel Burke 


ehevert" BETER RICHINGS 
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ROAD & RACING ACCESSORIES 
(HOLBORN) LTD. 


JAYBRAND NOMEX 


1-piece Taslan-lined suit 

1-piece single-layer suit .. 

2-piece single-layer suit 

Blue or orange colouring for 
above 

Nomex undervest (S, M and L) 


Nomex face mask e 
Nomex socks (S, M and L) 
Nomex extra long socks (S, M, 


and L) f £3.25 
Nomex gloves : 

3 layer (S, M, L and XL) £10.45 

Clubman (S, M, L and XL) £6.10 
Nomex 2-layer boots (blue) £11.00 
PROBAN 1-piece suit £14.30 

2-piece suit £15.40 

MECHANICS’ OVERALLS (red, 

blue, yellow or orange) £11.00 
WESTOVER 
3-layer laminated blue Nome: 

boots anesereseser: a. £14.85 


Socks (S, M and L) 
Boots ... 


PLEASE GIVE WAIST, CHEST, INSIDE 
LEG AND HEIGHT FOR ALL SUIT 
MEASUREMENTS 

JEFF WARD 
TRAILER BOARDS 


Star (6%-7% in_}th sizes) £35.20 
Magnum (6§-7} in jth sizes) £29.15 
500 RT (64-74 in }th sizes) £23.65 
Star visors (Clear, green and 
yellow with or without snaps 
for peaks) £2.20 
Star np offs for 5 £1.65 
Star stud kit 66p 
Fog-tree anti mist és 66p 
Bell helmet bag = £6-60 
Bell helmet and kit bag ... £9-90 
Magnetic pit signalling kit £19,25 
 triple-sequence stop 
watch board £14.30 
GRIFFIN HELMETS 
Grand Prix .. £40-15 
Open face £8 -50 
IGD 
2mm Safety visors (Bell Stars) 
Clear... z 2 
Green & Yellow £4.38 
Bendix Blue Top fuel pump ..... £18 -63 
Battery Master Switch €7-21 


Bilsom Ear defenders £4-95 
Bilsom Ear plugs (10 prs) £0-75 
HEUER 
Three-crown watches for Robo- 

timer board from £12.65-£26.07 


Micro split digital stop watch £104.50 
858.401 Taylor action stop 
watch seven £50.49 
512.402 split action stop watch £47.52 
Other watches on request 


Number roundels and squares 28p 
Numbers i a 10p 
Set of 1 nos 0-9 £7.15 


SEND SAE FOR NEW CATALOGUE 


Prices include VAT and postage except Pit signalling kit 
Why not come and see us at our new shop next door to our current premises 


10-12 PROCTER STREET, LONDON, WCIV 6NX 


Telephone : 01-242 3080 


If it looks at all familiar to you, its price won’ 


Whichever way you look at 
the Lada, it's difficult not to expecta 
four-figure price tag, 

Look at its engine. 1198 cc's, 
capable of 90 mph. Whichis aspeed 
youre rarely allowed to go. And that's 
why the engine is never strained and 
surprisingly gentle with petrol pumps. 


Now look at the wheels. They're 
pressed steel with four stud fixings. And 
disc brakes up front, plus a handbrake 
wamning light on the fully-instrumented 
dashboard. 

Look inside a Lada. Four-speed, all 
synchromesh gears, two-speed heater, 
two-speed wipers with intermittent wipe 


and fully reclining seats, to mention just a 
few ofits features 

And now, take a look at its ex-works 
price. £999 

Look at it again. £999. 

Its only got three figures 


The Lada 1200 


4 Satra Motors Limited, Camaby Industnal Estate, Bridlington, Yorkshire YOIS 30X. AG 


SNETTERTON 


Tragedy mars 


‘Once again the question of by what method 
should drivers and spectators be protected 
from the many dangers of motor racing was 
tragically raised at the Romford Enthusiast: 
CC meeting at Snetterton on Sunday. In 
accordance with the requirements of both the 
International and National controlling bodies, 
the earth bank on the outside of the “new” 
Esses corner Is faced with a double row of 
‘Armco barrier. Into this unyielding steel wall 
Jon Thorne crashed his Formula Ford Merlyn 
at high speed and died instantly while two 
races'and a few feet farther away on the 
same barrier, John Boughton plunged his 
Brabham head on into the bank and suffered 
appalling leg Injuries. Motor racing is a crue! 
‘sport and an Ironic one; the bank on the 
‘outside of Russell Corner’ which has claimed 
so many cars in recent years was removed 
Tast week and some 150 cuble yards of Lytag 
In its place. No one spun at Russell on 
jundayt Romford ECC deserve nothing but 
‘eredit for the Way that they handled the day's 
any troubles, not the least being a very late 
rt to practice because of doctor dramas. 
Praise too for the excellent work by the 
marshals, many of whom were relatively inex- 
perienced ones from local clubs, and the 
Fescue crews for thelr efficiency in removing 
Boughton from his mangled car. One final 
thought on the safety question, are earth 
banks alone the answer? Well Robert Davis 
managed {o cartwheel his F1300 over one at 
Coram, collecting a loudspeaker pole and 
almost finishing in the spectator area. . . . 
In the opening race, which was a round of 
the Reliant 750 Formula Championship, David 
Newman gave warning to John Richardson 
that the 1974 title is by no means settled. 
The two DNCs soon dropped the Centaur 
of Lyn Evans but despite last gasp efforts 
ast the pits on the last two laps, poleman 
Richardson's Mk 3 followed home the Mk 5 by 
0.2 5, slicing 2.2 s off Newman's record in 
the process, Rodney Hill (Mystic) and Colin 
Jones (Wizard) had a magical old scrap for 
fourth, Jones hitting the front on the vital 
Jap, Although well behind the leaders there 
‘were good races within a race all the way 
down the field and, more importantly, every- 
‘one enjoyed. themselve 
‘The MG “T" Register race had a Morgan 
class intermingled with the “Ts” and while 
the overall winner was naturally a Moggie, 
was plenty of excitement among the 
MG ‘turnout. Of the MG favourites Dave 


avoiding a spinning Morgan, 
Morgan plus 8 led the race after the third 
Jap but was relegated to third with a 10 
second penalty. Although circulating in_an 
enveloping cloud of smoke throughout, Rob 
Wells, after much trying, found a way pas 
David Rutherford on the last lap to take 
second place which became first, if you see 
what we mean. Behind che first four Morgans 
came the battle for 


Giynn Glusti and Chris Jones which carried 
the full 8 laps. In the 
road-going class John Clark kept the Esses 


stand entertained with some hairy lines 
through the corner but won this class easily. 
Despite gear selector trouble Sid Marler 
(Gryphon) “took” the champers for pol 
position and later the race honours in the 
Clubmen’s race although in the opening laps 
Barry Foley (St Bruno) and Dave Orbell 
(Stallwood U2) were very much in contention. 
Catchpole had a coming together with Ian 
Beech's Titan from the FF class and spun 
fon to the grass then back on to the circuit 
‘opposite the pits to be hit by the Titan again 
and also involve Nigel Chrisman’s DRW and 
Paul Frost's FF Van Dieman. Behind 
Marler, Peter Evans closed rapidly on Orbel 
and the Access squeezed through at Russell 
with one lap to go. John Lipman's Elden 
Jed the FF part of the race throughout but 
was Under ‘some pressure from Thorne’s 
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Merlyn when the latter lost control under 
braking for the Esses and hit the barrier with 
fatal results. 

Although less than half the listed entry 
made the grid, the Low Cost Racing Fé race 
was an excellent one. Lorina Boughton didn't 
make it a hat-trick of wins but scored a 
fine second place after being overhauled by 
several cars at the start and then fighting 
her way past Alex Lowe's Chevron and then 
Eddie Heasell's Mono to keep her GRD well 
in the Championship lead. Nick Crossley won 
the race with ease in his P & M Ensign, 
‘and took a second off his own record although 
he was even quicker in practice. 

‘With Tim Gath breaking the camshaft of 
his F1300 Championship-leading U2 in practice 
the race looked, and was, wide open. With 
the field delayed at Coram by Robert Davis's 
accident, Bill Cowling got away from the 
pack to win easily in the Navajo. Of his 
Albeit distant challengers, Chris Bristow’s 
Mysterex vanished at half distance in a puff 
of dark smoke, Phillip Lloyd's Nomad seemed 

‘trouble before his disappear- 

‘Webb's Delta shunted at 

A distant James Howieson (Rejo) 


the Esses. 
Inherited second spot. 
Mike Bowers (Brabham BT21C) made an 


excellent start in the Monoposto rac 
behind him David Coombes (Mants 
Jordan (Nike), Brian Toft (Anco) and Alan 


David Rutherford’s plus Four leads eventual 
winner Patrick Keen's plus Eight during the 
Morgan/T Register event. 


Baillie (Viking) were all fighting for second 
while Brian Small was making up ground fast 
in the Tecno after a first lap spin. Bowers 
jmost spun at the Esses on lap three, wi 
there someone laying oil? It was too late to 
find out for seconds later John Boughton 
slammed into the bank with his Brabham, 
he believes the throttle stuck open. With 
the driver badly injured and trapped the race 
was stopped and with almost surgical care 
and precision the rescue teams worked for 
25 minutes to cut away the front end of the 
‘car to release Boughton’s legs both of which 
had multiple fractures. Few people at the 
Esses felt like more racing after the after- 
noon's double tragedy but the Monos were 
formed up, in the order that the race was 
stopped for a fresh six lap race. This time 
‘Small soon took over the lead from Coombes 
but it was not his day for che Tecno’s throttle 
cable broke and he rolled over the line on 
the last lap behind the Manta and only half 
a length ahead of Jordan. 

The remaining races were reduced in 
ength to try to complete the programme by 
a not too late hour. The multi-classed Historic, 
Vintage and other venerable cars event, & 
Romford ECC speciality, thus was only over 
Six laps and for all of these, the large field 
Was led by David Ham's fabulous. Lister 
Jaguar. Patrick Keen driving his plus 8 
in the Morgan class managed to hold off 


Derek Allanson’s famous AH3000 and Frank 
Lockhart (Rover Special) soon overcame Paul 
Lorne’s Triumph TR2. Matthew Argenti won 
the F. Ford race with ease driving the 
Macinnes Van Dieman-Scholar. Almost seven 
seconds behind two Royales fought over 
Second piace with victory going to Graham 
Elkington over Nigel Burke. The next six were 
in one huge gaggle led by Rydal Sullivan's 
Lotus which spoilt Glenn Eagling’s chances 
in a first lap melee. The GES driver took 
seventh for after Sullivan came Wil Arif 
(Elden) and Phil Dowsett's Titan. 

Colin Hawker closed the programme with 
‘almost a demonstration run in the Tolemans 
Capri-DFV. Making a rare trip to East Anglia, 
Brian Davison looked to be sizing up Fred 
Hall's Escort but the Firenza dropped back 
to come close to being caught by the charging 
Ford Falcon of Malcolm Stevens. ‘Tony 
Allies (Carlow Clubman) commanded the 1300 
class as did John Watson the 1000cc cate- 


gory. 
MIKE DIXON 
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sponsor. 


OULTON PARK 


Brian Mills challenges Chris Meek’s De Tomaso out of Old Hall but fails to get by the roce 


Meek, but not so mild 


After sending the Tour of Britain on its way, 
the BRSCC NW Centre turned its attention to 
short programme of club races. Practice 
jook place under very wet conditions but 
once the racing started, the clouds went and 
ek slowly dried out. The only cham- 

‘round of the Renault 5 

by Nell McGrath, while 


drivers in the process of winning 
bined mod sports/prod sports race. 
‘A welcome reappearance in 


the 


special 
saloon 10-lapper was made by Roger Enever, 


deputising for Alec Poole in Robert Rya! 
Broadspeed Escort RS, Showing little sign of 
rust after his long absence, Roger led away 
from local hero Dave Millington in the Brook 
Hire Fi ‘but as the track dried, the 
Escort’s wet tyres overheated and Enever re 
tired after five laps. Brian Whiting, now run. 
ning his Escort BDE with Thomas Motors of 
Blackpool assistance, carved his way up from 
the back of the grid in fine style to take third, 
unable to close on Enever and Millington, but 
lasted only two laps in second before he 
lost his nipples” according to team manager 
Gavin Frew! Something to do with the 
throttle linkage breaking. So Derek Walker 
in the Flow Flex Fiat 850 coupe took second 
overall to add to a comfortable I-litre class 
win ‘while the battle of the Anglias was re 
solved on this occasion in favour of Gordon 
Foster, who finished third, while Denis Welch 
fell back to fifth, behind ‘Geoff Farmer's fast 
Imp, when his old Dunlop wets played up. 

‘The first of two Formula Ford races began 
as a tussle between the Van Diemen of Jim 
Walsh and Kelvin Hesketh's Stein Lager 
Merlyn Mk 24 with Keith Wilson's Jamun in 
close attendance. Walsh lost his early lead 
by running wide at Lodge on lap three and 
then collided with Hesketh when trying to 
repass at Knickerbrook two laps later. The 
fracas allowed Wilson to nip through into a 
lead he was never to lose while Walsh re- 
covered from a spin to take second in front 
of Tim Keen's Merlyn. Poor Hesketh retired 
with a bent steering arm while the Sunfight 
Merlyn Mk 24 of Stuart Baird was caught 
‘out on the wrong tyres, spinning once before 
falling foul of Nigel Robinson's spinning Mer- 
lyn Mk 11A at Cascade 

‘The BRSCC-promoted Renault PR exercise 
may be quite thrilling round short circuits like 
Brands and Mallory but over 10 laps of 
Oulton Park the novelty of seeing some very 
slow saloons lurch round corners soon wears 
off and the whole thing is far exceeded as a 
‘epectacle by the Place de la Concorde in the 
Tush hour: As befits a driver with his ex- 
perience, Neil McGrath won from a bunch 
comprising Bob Taylor, John Chandler, Brian 
Butler and Dave Hedges, the first three of 


42 


whom had held second at some stage or 
other while Hedges actually led lap one be. 
fore falling away. In with this lot had been R5 
debutant Ted Worswick (yes, the very same), 
until he emulated Jody Scheckter's Tour of 


Britain escapade and hit the bank back 
wards at Old Hall. Also involved had been 
Mick Hill (no, not that one!) but he spun at 
Old Hall and dropped back to sixth. Catchpole 


ook part, t00, but the demon tweak was to 
park it on its roof behind a hedge at Ess: 
Chris Meek led the combined mod sports. 
prod sports race all the way in his De 
Tomaso Pantera but his tactics were the 
subject of three separate protests, a stewards 
inquiry and further action. First challenger 
was Brian Mills, but he dropped back think- 
ing his tyres were still too cold on the ex 
Franey/Worswick E-type. Bryan Litherland's 
4.5 E-type and Peter King’s Elan, both lapping 
ster than Meek, tried to pass but King ended 


up in the Armco at Esso, happily with minor 
damage, while Litherland escaped with a 
harmless spin, which dropped him back be. 
hind Mills. ‘The latter challenged again on 


the last lap, was not surprisingly thwarted, 
and resigned himself to second, Tony Dunder: 
dale, on his first visit to Oulton with the ex 
John E. Miles Turner, went very well to take 
Tourth and the 2-litre class after King's demise 
while Peter Baker's ex-Peter Cox Triumph 
GT6 fought a fantastic duet with Gordon 
Howie's 1.3 Midget for the next place, the 


McGrath enjoys a slow 


Spoils of victory! Neil 
Renault 5 race. 


verdict going to the larger car which promptly 
expired ina cloud of not-too-serious smoke, 
Tom Leake was a storming seventh in his thd 
Aston Martin DB4 Zagato ahead of John 
Britten's Morgan Plus 8 which just took the 
class win away from Colin Blower's Europa 
fon the line when the Lotus engine began to 
fail_out of the last corner. 

the second FF event was not an unexpected 
walk-over for Derek Lawrence in the spark- 
ling new Titan Mk 8, It was all too easy for 
the FF maestro in the impressive new car. A 
promising battle for second between Tony 
Williams (Dulon MP5), Barry Hopwood 
(Royale RP1GA) and Barry Warburton (Van 
Diemen) soon broke up when Hopwood spun 
into the Cascades barrier and the Van Die- 
men stopped to replace a plug lead, leaving 
former Spridget driver Williams with his best 
FF result to date, Mike Wrigley's Hawke was 
assured of third when Phil Clacher’s Merlyn 
Bearbox mountings failed on the last lap 
While chasing hard. 


IAN TITCHMARSH 


after 


p in good company winning the 
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Parc Fermé 


Image-maker 


Last Saturday afternoon's ITV World of 
Sport programme featured in its “Sports 
Special” section international athletics, the 
Tour de France professional cycling and, sur- 
prise, The World Hot Rod Championship. 
Barry Lee won the 50-lap final, held in 
diabolical conditions around the tarred quarter. 

oval in Ipswich, Not diabolic due to acci- 
s (there were very few mishaps) but due 
to downpour-wet conditions which had even 
maneaed to food part of the ty, aad 
sy track. Barry Lee never looked in doubt. 
Ethers challenged, including one very spirited 
young Scottish Escort driver who overtook 
Lee for a brief spell, but Lee's professional 
approach always wins through. 

Barry Lee admits to only ever driving as 
quickly as is necessary to stay clear of 
trouble, especially In early laps and to turn 
fon the taps only when and where to win. 
His performance was certainly not the most 
Spectacular of that televised race but all the 
crowds know he is the man to watch. His 
‘approach to promoting himself is unusual, 
call him “Mr Glitter” if you like, but it 
works. The crowd rooting for him and, some 
Obviously, hoping to see him defeated. ‘Lee is 
also a very competent rally driver —his only 
faule being that he doesn’t rally often enough 

lying circles Lee's extroversions 
‘Seem to meet with less approval. Seems that 
It's not so much Lee's fault but more prot 
ably because the vast majority of good British 
rally drivers (and there aren't that many) shun 
publicity as if practising a fervid obsession. 

‘The Daily Mirror —" world’s largest sale 
‘and therefore Joe Public's newspaper spon- 
sored the RAC Rally for their final time 
Jast November and Barry Lee won the Mirror 
column inches battle with ease, and was pI 
tured twice. Must prove something. 


Not really on 


the computer results method 

fully on the Scottish Rally 
f down rather badly this 
time. no rally, thanks to the 
Grangemouth refinery strike, but Systemshare 
was rigged-up to run a computer rally. Either 
it was knobbled or the information it had to 
play with was incomplete for after nine 
‘Special stages, with the cars at Dumfrie 
Jack Tordof was leading Roger Clark and 
Colin Grewer had his old Volvo going like 
never before, lying in third position ahead 


of Hannu Mikkola and Markku Alen. 

It sorted out things a little better as the 
computer-event progressed though it decided 
fon some distressing retirements — like Roger 
Clark's car blowing-up on the 10th stage and 
Andrew Cowan going out on the final test of 
the rally. Top 10 were: 1, Hannu Mikkola ; 
2, Timo Makinen; 3, Markku Alen; 4, Chris 
Sclater ; 5, Adrian Boyd ; 6, Mike Hibbert; 7. 
Billy Coleman ; 8, Tony Fall y8, Will Sparrow ; 
10, Robin Eyre-Maunsell 


Declaring ? 


Rumours of the “surely this must be his last 
year” variety have been heard quite fre- 
Quently this year concerning Roger Clark. 
Some rumours also have it that Adrian Boyd 
ie enjoying his last fling this year before 
taking a different role in rallying. Stories 
that Lombard and Ulster are pulling out at 
the end of the season would appear to 
correlate. 


Stewart to rally 


“I'm waiting for a few months,” said Stuart 
Turner a few months ago, speaking at a dinner 
in London marking Jackie Stewart's retire: 
‘ment from race driving. Ford's Director of 
Motor Sport was talking about Jackie Stewart 
tackling a couple of rallies for Ford. "T's 

sure that Jackle would put up a fair show,” 
said Turner, “certainly better than some 
other racing drivers who've tried rallying.” 
Seven months have gone by so far. 


Seedy event 


Remember back to the Welsh Rally, espect- 
ally to the peculiarities of seeding? After 
the rally a discussion was held by the Inter- 
national Rally Drivers’ Club at the Steering 
‘Wheel Club in London. There must have been 
more good sense talked that night than for 
many a long evening at the Steering Wheel. 
‘The meeting examined the paradox of the 
event — why competitors invariably enjoyed 
It yet it always proved to be the most contro: 
versial of the home internationals. The com- 
mittee decided that It would be very difficult 
not to enjoy a rally which used such excellent 
forestry roads and Eppynt ranges. The IRDC 
were also unanimous in deciding that a large 
proportion of the entrants rarely competed on 
other international events and thus many of 


the event's administrative failings escaped 
them. 

‘Specific complaints were that SWAC ignored 
mandatory FIA procedure on the seeding of 
graded drivers. That two prominent organisers, 
Mr and Mrs Williams, share the same tele- 
phone and it was thus impossible for many 
people to get in touch on urgent matters in 
the days immediately before the start. IRDC's 
‘third point was that in three days the Welsh 
International contained fewer planned stages 
than did this year's Mintex Dales (restricted 
status), which was run in 17 hours; the route 
of the Welsh including innumerable loops to 
increase road mileage, These prolonged the 
possibility of public disturbance. More perti- 
nent points followed, including a suggestion 
that (as SWAC seem intent on having two 
whole nights of rallying) there should be a 
rest halt on Saturday afternoon with a pro- 
perly controlled pare fermé. The choice of 
Barry as the rally starting point came in for 
& fair blasting (plus The Knap and Bindies). 
‘The IRDC suggested a better alternative might 
be. northern resort or Cardiff Arms Park. 

‘The spectator stages were praised but the 
committee pointed out that the response was 
‘almost too much for the seven stages 40 spect 
fied. The often peculiar marshalling of the 
‘event was criticised on three Important counts, 
Firstly that spectators were virtually uncon- 
trolled on Eppynt, many driving off after 
the first few competitors, down the same stage 
roads and causing a stupid, pointless and 
dangerous hazard. Secondly ‘that the white 
paper-based boards denoting the end of stages 
‘were potentially suicidal at speed and at night 
and that in most cases the flying finish was 
far too near the stop line. Thirdly, and of 
lesser consequence, that marshals were known 
to have ignored various official press creden- 
tals at random and at other times to allow 
spectators free access to clutter restricted 
areas. Recommendations on arrowing and 

sociated subjects have been contained in the 
IRDC reports on the Welsh Rally sent to 
SWAC ‘every year and for which no ack- 
nowledgement has ever been received. Accord- 
ing to the committee's thinking the event 
sponsors get less than good value for res 
Which the IRDC list as low regard for mei 
bers of the press, totally inept presentation 
the end of the rally in completely unsuitable 
surroundings and a lack of utilisation of 
investment 

Let's hope the Welsh organisers take some 
heed of the IRDC criticism and sort out a 


better event next y 
IAN SADLER 


‘An accident has to be pretty spectacular to stop a hot-rod race, First meeting ever at Wembley and Lee didn’t escape this one (car 351). 
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Road test 


by John Bolster 


‘The Renault 16 has been a great success and 
is a popular car in this country. In TS form, 
very useful performance but it is 
the adaptable S-door body, the excellent fuel 
economy, and the outstanding ride that have 
fold the car here, In view of the petrol situa- 
tion, Renault have delayed the Introduction 
waited G-cylinder model, pro- 
‘a super 16 at the top of their 
ge. 
‘The 16TX Is, above all, an economical 
motorway cruiser. Though its enlarged engine 
gives a handy power increase, the high fifth 
gear ensures even better consumption figures 
than those of the TS, Its very elaborate 
equipment includes refinements usually found 
‘only on costly cars, such as single-point lock- 
ing of all doors, electrically raised and 
lowered front windows, plus a wiper and 
washer for the heated rear window. The four 
quartz-iodine headlamps literally give day- 
light driving and can be levelled to compen- 
sate for heavy loads, 

Now well known, the design embraces a 
fore-andaft engine set well behind the drive- 
shafts and an all gearbox ahead of 
them, but in this case an overdrive fifth 
speed has been added. A column-located lever 
ig retained and it is difficult to see how a 
floor-mounted lever- could be connected to 
the selectors. The body gives comfortable 
seating for five people and the rear seat can 
be located in three alternative positions ac- 
cording to’ the luggage space required. Inde- 
pendent suspension with an exceptionally 
long travel is by torsion bars for all four 
wheels. 


as = Le 


Renault’s most powerful model, the 16TX 


The test car had cloth upholstery—a worth 
while extra at €17.58—and the seats seem 
more and more comfortable as the mile 

by. However, Renaults have had comfor 
seats for so long that this comment is real 
superfluous. The interior is less spartan than 
in’ some previous Renaults but it is still 
entirely practical, while the appearance of 
the car (s again functional rather than excit 
ing. 

‘As the increase in engine size is small, 
plus a twin-choke carburetter, one does not 
expect a large performance improvement. 
However, a 10 bhp bonus is claimed and the 
greater torque in the middle ranges can be 
felt. The makers claim 106 mph and this can 
be attained and held on fifth gear: it can just 
about be touched on fourth, too, though on 
the verge of over-revving. Cruising at 90 to 
100 mph the car is remarkably quiet, though 
it has a suspicion of panel boom at'75 mph 
or 50, which is virtually unavoidable with a 
four-cylinder engine. The engine sounds busy 
at maximum revs but by changing up a little 
earlier it is pleasantly quiet 

‘What is so outstanding is the quietness of 
the car from the outside, co such an extent 
that people often remarked on it. When my 
wife drove the 16TX, her arrival in the drive 
was virtually inaudible except for the sound 
of tyres on gravel. Somebody asked if 1 had 
turned up in another make of car, which 
also has a name beginning with R, but two 
Rs in this case. 

The gearbox is quite quick and effective 
with no baulking, once one is accustomed to 
the movement of the column-mounted lever. 


eaeGaaa2 a 


The driving position is good, as is the all- 


round view, while the tinted glass side 
windows are pleasant in bright sunlight. The 
hand brake is rather too far away, however. 


The Renault has ¢ 


ical front-drive stability 
in side winds, The very soft suspension gives 
a level ride and is one of the outstanding 
features of the 1GTX: I got straight out of 
this car and into another which, in spite of 
having all-independent suspension, seemed to 
give an intolerably choppy ride by compari: 
fon. However, stich soft suspension does 
allow the car to roll, notwithstanding the 
provision of anti-roll bars both ends. This roll 
does not affect the cornering power, the 
machine rushing round corners ina most 
spirited fashion, with a moderate degree of 
Understeer. The castor return of the steering 
is rather strong. especially under full power, 
but this can be greatly reduced by putting a 
little more pressure in the front tyres. 

All the wheels stay on the road most 
satisfactorily, which allows the brakes to 
Stop the car in a very short distance. They 
Stand up well to continuous hard use and 1 
saw no sign of fading. Rear passengers com- 
mented on the comfortable ride and they 
had adequate leg room. The four doors pro- 
vide easy entry and bulky luggage can be 
loaded with facility through the tail gate; 
handling is not affected by substantial loads. 

T greatly appreciate the system for locking 
all the doors simultaneously; its surprising 
how much time it saves, with no checking 
to see which doors are locked, and passengers 
need not stand in the rain while the driver 
scrambles around unlocking their doors. Hav- 
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ing electric front door windows is also jolly 
convenient, as is the rear windscreen wiper 
though it ‘cannot be employed without also 
squirting a jet of water on the glass. 

This new larger Renault will make sense 
particularly to the Frenchman who regularly 
Uses the autoroutes. To every owner, how- 
ever, that fifth gear will appeal because it 
saves petrol. For long journeys, the low level 
of mechanical, road, and wind noise ensures 
that the occupants will not feel tired and 
Suspension that irons out all the bum 
makes them feel fresh at their journey's end. 
The driver, too, is quite relaxed because he 
knows that the handling is entirely predict 
able on wet or dry roads 

The bonnet looks rather full but when the 
spare wheel is removed, the accessibility for 
normal servicing is quite satisfac An 
automatic choke gives easy starting and pre- 
vents stalling, though the idling is rather fast 
when it is operating, The heating and venti 
lating system is most effective, once the 
rather unusual controls are understood. 

Renault are the leading importers of foreign 
cars into Britain and itis 
Any Renault is completely 
intended for hard work rather than show. The 


particularly enjoyabl 
ance driver, but_it is 
car as the smaller n it 
does not achieve extra speed at the 
expense of heavier petrol consumption and 
though itis lavishly equipped, it carries 
nothing which is not useful, Such refinements 
fs the locking system and the electric win: 
dows become so much a habit that one feels 
lost without them. Being of an engineering 
turn of mind, however, I am most intrigued 
by the suspension, which is of such mechani. 
cal simplicity. yet gives such phenomenal 
results. 


els of the range 


Above, the refinements include rear screen wiper, heated rear window and mini-spotler. Below, 
the bonnet looks rather full but when the spare wheel is removed the accessibility for normal 
rvicing is quite satisfactory. 
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The incredible Renault 16TX 


_ AUTOSPORT'S GUIDE 


_ AND SERVICE 


a 


TO RENAULT SALES 


> 


AGENTS 


©» RENAULT 16TX 


ADASTRAL GARAGES LTD. 
UNION ROAD, FARNHAM, SURREY 
Tel: Farnham 21185 
for your demonstration 


RENAULT DISTRIBUTORS FOR WEST SURREY 


SCOTTS 5_(Mottingham) LTD. 


RENAULT 
DISTRIBUTORS 


"For all YOUR Renault enquiries, 
Telephone Miss Jackie Bryant at 
01-857 2231 
2/12 DORSET ROAD, 
MOTTINGHAM SE9 


HIGHWAY MOTORS 
HORNSEY LTD. 


“The People who Care’”’ 
139-141 Tottenham Lane, 
Hornsey 


TEL: 01-348 2216 


See the incredible Renault 16TX 
Highway Motors 


WELDALE MOTORS 


CHATHAM STREET 
READING, BERKS 


READING 583322 


ENE 2) 


PICCADILLY MOTORS LTD. 


79 LANCASHIRE HILL 
STOCKPORT 
CHESHIRE 


061 480 9528 


RENAULT ""S5."* 


Most Renault models aveileble for demonstration 


Tel : 01-589 6628 ot 01-589 0059 


for Sales—Service and Parts 


MAMO’S CHELSEA LTD 


SLOANE AVENUE ay) 


ind early 


SW3 3DJ 


LONDON 
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AUTOSPORT'S GUIDE 
TO RENAULT SALES 


AND SERVICE ay) 


AGENTS 
PICCADILLY MOTORS LTD. 


412 ASHTON OLD ROAD 


MANCHESTER 


M11 2DT 
RENAULT BRISTOL, BATH, 
WILTSHIRE DISTRIBUTORS 


CITY MOTORS 


Try any one of our 12 demonstrators 
including the new 16TX or 17TS 


> 


CROSSWAYS MOTOR CO. LTD. 


MAIN RENAULT DISTRIBUTORS IN 
NORTH RIDING 


Good selection of secondhand Renaults always in stock. 


‘Suntester Diagnostic servicing 


Telephone : 
061 273 2101/223 5464 


MARLBOROUGH STREET 
BRISTOL BS1 3NX 
Tel: Bristol (0272) 421816 


EXPORT SALES 


CROSSWAYS MOTOR CO LTD, 
Leeming Bar, Northallerton, 
North Yorkshire 


Tel: Bedale (0677-2) 2388 


The incredible Renault 16TX 


TURNBULLS (AS) LTD. 


23 WOLSELEY ROAD 
MILEHOUSE, PLYMOUTH 
Tel: Plymouth 53484 


RENAULT 
WHEN YOU BUY RENAULT 
YOU BUY SERVICE 


W. E. CHALLICE LTD. 


CANNINGTON 
BRIDGWATER, SOMERSET 


If it's Renault it's CHALLICE 
If it's CHALLICE it must 
be Renault 


Tel: Combwich (027-865) 228 


WESTHILL GARAGE, (GRASSMORE) LTD. 


NORTH WINGFIELD ROAD 
CHESTERFIELD 
DERBYSHIRE 


Renault Distributors for Derbyshire 


Come and see the full range of 
Renaults here and arrange a test drive 
any time 


Tel: 0246 850 0208 
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KIRKISTOWN 


Fildes wins but McGarrity’s record 


his 1293 Longman Mini home after practice 
troubles there was nothing at all to challenge 
Rosemary Smith's FVC-engined — Unwins 
Flower Power Escort which led from start to 
finish. There was a good three-car baltle for 
Second place between the Imps of David Hall 
and Gordon Drew and the mini of Jobn 
Tanner. This to a head at the Toyota 
Hairpin on the last ap when all three spun 
off but it was Hall who was quickest to 

recover to take second place from Tanner. 
‘The Gold Label FF race was sponsored by 
Haig Whisky and 15 cars came to the line. 
Jim: Sherry is currently the King of Formula 
Ford in Ireland and straight from the flag he 
took the lead followed by Derek Doby, Harry 
rest with Bob 


Sherry extended his lead with apparent ease 
but Acheson and Gibson got past Doby, who 
soon retired with overheating, and became 
‘broiled in a most entertaining duel. The pair 
swopped places all round the circuit but at 
the flag it. was Acheson by a couple of 
lengths after Gibson, to use his own words, 
“made a balls-up at the hairpin.” Jim Megan 
took a distant fourth while Trevor Templeton 
fended off the rather desperate efforts of 
Eddie Jordan to finish fifth 

Despi apparent advantages, Group 1 
racing is making little headway and a sparse 
field came to the line headed by Plum Tyn- 
dall's 3-litre Capri. In the absence of Robert 
Word's BMW 2002 Ui the Ford had no prob- 
Jems in leading from start to finish. David 
Hamilton was an equally safe second in his 
RS2000 but light entertainment was provided 
by the Vauxhall Magnum of Brian McBtide 
which spun numerous times and nearly fell 
into the clutches of the Opels of Don Hanley 
and Raymond Moore. There wi 
for first place in the Clubmen 
Car event between Maurice Stirling's 
BT23 and Mike Martin's U2 " Sizzle 
pair swopped places at the hairpin on every 
Tap with the U2 losing on braking but being 
etter out of the comer. Apparently Martin 
had trouble getting out of top gear but 
battled on and was just beaten by Stirling. 
For a while Paddy Heron in his Brabham BT23 
and David Manley in his U2 had a repeat duel 
for third place but eventually Manley pulled 
off with @ puncture. 

Formula AUantic continues to show. pro- 
mise and 12 cars were entered but unfor- 
tunately Nelson Todd did not appear with his 
new Chevron while Jay Pollock also failed to 
appear — presumably another row had blown 
Up in the Desmond Mack camp. By the end 
of the first lap Ken Fildes (Super Glide Lotus 
69) had a clear lead with Des Donnelly (March 
73B) and Patsy McGarity (Chevron B25) next 
up while Dermot McFelby had already pulled 
off in his March 73B. By lap three the field 
was further depleted when Tony Martin 
clouted the Armco at the hairpin. By this 
time McGarrity was past Donnelly and setting 
about Fildes. With a new Atlantic record on 
lap six he got past the Lotus but Fildes 
fought back grimly and the Chevron made 
nothing of the advantage. Then with two laps 
to go. Fildes came round on his own 
McGarrity had stopped with petrol pump 
trouble and brother Harold took over in only 


his second FA race with his Brabham BT30 
‘after Donnelly had also stopped on the same 
lap. John Smith was third in the ill-fated 
March 722 which had proved so troublesome 
in its earlier F2 guise. 


ESLER CRAWFORD 


stg 8 age a 


about cutting costs!), 
se, the Mini 7 saloons lined up in nu 
order. Bill Chesson the fi 
quickiy that if you blinked you would 
missed it, It caught several cars out 
both Alan Corbishley from the front row and 
Hugo Hoyle from the second were left on 
the line. Through the spectacular, but dan- 
‘gerous water-splash in Chessons Dip, Geott 
Gilkes led and he wasn't headed for the 
rest of the race, Norman Finn filling second 
place, from row’3. Graham Woskett, Graham 
Wentiam and Chrie Tyrrell were all’ involved 
in the scrap for third. This was reduced to 
‘a duo at half distance when ‘Tyrrell fell off 


gradually hauled in Finn, and the former 
shoved his way past at the Elbow on the 
last lap to finish second. 

‘After the wet Mini 7 race, the rain stopped 
and the track started to dry for the Miglia 
Minis. Again the quickness of the Union Jack 
stranded'a couple of cars, they being Martin 
Ennis and Dee Edgerton. From the middle of 


, and he led the field for the 
ps, both he and second placed 
Phil Spurling "in his Oselli-tweaked device 
being unchallenged. Philip Johnstone looked 
safe in third place until the last couple of 
Japs, when Russell Dell, who was down in 
seventh on the first lap, fought his way up 
to fourth and pounced on Johnstone at the 
Elbow on the last lap to @inish third after 
a good drive. 

"The third race for Formula Vees produced 
yet another flag to flag victor in the form 
Of Brian Uriwin's McNamara, who steered 


round the puddles to score an easy victory. 
‘Alan Board's Austro made a storming start 
from the back of the grid, but did it all 
wrong at the Elbow while with the leading 
bunch, and had to restart at the back. He 
didn’t get_much farther for he sunk without 
trace in Chesson's dip. For six laps Richard 
Towers held a fairly comfortable second 
place in his Austro, but the more experienced 
Martin Thompson (Scarab) hauled him in as 
the track dried even more, Towers unable to 
offer a challenge as Thompson took over 
‘second place. Peter Wimhurst’s Vee Max lost 
fourth place with three laps to go, Graham 
Sinclair's McNamara Sebring having been 
caught up behind Malcolm Horwood's CM 
Until Jap 8. Once past Horwood, Sinclair was 
soon by Wimhurst to finish fourth, 

It started to rain heavily again while the 
karts performed, and when the big saloons 
commenced battle, it signalled the fall of hail- 
‘stones. It was obvious the full 10 I 
wouldn't be completed, and sure enough the 
chequered flag was shown after six sodden 
laps. Mick Davies’ Cooper S held a close 
Jead on the opening lap, this being extended 
at the hairpin on the opening lap when his 
nearest challenger, Reg Powell (Cooper S) 
did it a bit wrong 


Staplehurst’s, Rover VS-engined Escort and 
John Colburn’s 3.8 Jaguar, the Escort being 
Inserted into third place’ after three laps. 
Meanwhile Powell took over the lead on lap 
5, holding it there until the flag was waved 
at him while the Escort spun at Pits on the 
lap and got bogged down in the mud, 
wing the Jaguar to take the big class. 

"The rain eased for the 1000ce saloons (all 
Minis yet again) and it gave Tom Hurn an 
easy win, even having time to get a little 
Crossed up at the Elbow on lap 2. Morris’ 
Mini got more than crossed up at Pits on 
lap 2'and he spun out of third place, thus 
relieving Tim Guest's Mini 7 of the pressure 
in second place, while Alan Cordery’s similar 
car was able to inherit third place for good. 
Morris found himself in fourth place on lap 
4 when Derek May retired, and Mike 
Humphrey and Michael Milne ‘did a palais 
glide at Pits. Morris retired on the penulti- 
mate lap though, while Humphrey just pipped 
David How, both having been lapped 

‘There was some doubt as to whether the 
Formula Ford race would be run, but after 
being asked, the drivers elected to do so, 
Chessons being completely underwater again 
Don Smith (Meryin Mk 20A) scored the most 
convincing win of the day, by almost half 9 
lap. Len Fletcher's Merlyn Mk 20A initially 
led a group comprising of Doug Wood's 
Ginetta, Trevor Read's Jamun, Ashley Ward's 
Elden and Miki Dee's Merlyn. Dee was the 
yr of the show, moving ahead of Ward on 
lap 4, Read at half distance (6 laps), and 
Wood a lap later. Fletcher was already three 
seconds ahead of the quartet, but Dee dealt 
with bim on the eighth lap at the water 
Splash to finish second ahead of Fletcher, 


Wood, Ward and Read. 
PAUL KING 
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Wake up the oil 
you've got in your sump now, 
with a top-up of 
Shell Super Multigrade. 


You can improve 
the protective power 
of the oil in your 
sump now by simply 
adding a pintor 
quartof Shell Super 
Multigrade. 


ne protection - 
change to Shell Super Multigrade 
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Colin Warrington corners the Appleton in style, He featured well in the results. 


SILVERSTONE 


Ten events entertain 


For the second time this year the Vintage 
Racing circus came to Silverstone and pro- 
vided a rather sparser crowd than at the 
earlier meeting with very good entertainmen 
‘There are undoubted popular heroes at each 
of these meetings amongst the front runners, 
but to get so many excellent examples of 
Vintage and Post Vintage Thoroughbred cars 
into racing condition for each event speaks 
volumes for the sheer tenacity of the majority 
of the competitors, who put heart and soul 
Into recalcitrant and obsolete machinery which 
would try the patience of a saint, To 
encourage just such competitors the handicap 
Faces came about; every other race on Satur- 
day being a handicap race of some sort 
‘The first event, however, was a five lap 
scratch race for Vintage and PVT cars and 
quickly Derek Fearnley's Meadows engined 
Frazer Nash pulled away from the rest along 
with Mrs Golder's very well driven Ri 
Pat Fleming's Riley, the three ci 
in this order after'a very close battle, fol: 
lowed at length by Smith's very decently 
Original Brooklands Riley 9, winner of the 
1100 ce class with Stuart Bond's tidy blown 
Ulster taking the 850 cc class whilst in pur- 
suit of the very sideways driven Nash of 
Macpherson. In the next race, a 5 lap handi- 
cap, Witt Wittridge’s tall and rather stark 
Lagonda took an early easy lead from near 
limig but was hauled in on che third lap by 
Geolt Coles superb J4 MG with a body of the 
same type fitted to Hamilton's TT winning 
car. Golder’s handsome 1500 cc Riley slowed 
after an initial promise with a front axle 
which disappeared in a blur when he braked 
for Woodcote, Burrell's Rolls-stuffed Bentley 
came third with fain MacDonald's burly 
Lagonda next. There was a tremendous Inst 
le between Denis Jenkinson in Herb 
Schofleld’s Replica TT Lagonda, Cook's non- 
descript Riley. special, and Peter Graham's 
for fifth place. 
It is exciting and interesting to see the 
Bentley Napier from time to time but it is 
rather a pity that this hybrid beast, however 
well conducted it may be, is not’ kept for 
‘and the genuine racing 
ye era allowed to battle 
without dts domination. As is all too often the 
case at Silverstone, its prodigious speed 
down ‘the straight (it is reputed to have 
Passed Neil Corner’s BRM there in practice) 
allowed it once again to steam away from 
the several Bugattis, Hamish Moffatt in Frank 
Wall's ex. Stubberfield hill-climb monoposto, 
Bernard Kain's T35B, Ian Preston's T35B, 
‘Stuart Saunders’ similar device, which had a 
‘monumental moment on the grass at the exit 
of Woodcote on the first lap, and Nigel 


50, 


Arnold Forster's superb Delage II. Amongst 
the Bugattis battling for second place, Ron 
Footitt’s little Cognac Spl, a diminutive car 
with a, much modified GN chassis and very 
highly tuned AC engine, held on to third spot 
although hampered by’ Moffait’s car having 
developed an oll leak of the usual proportions 
for the T35B which almost always seems t 
‘allow oll to spill on the hot exhaust. The 
resultant kippering of the ferocious looking 

IN driver together with the lubrication of the 
track can have done nothing for his progress 
It was a great pity that Peacock’s superbly 
restored twin-cam Amilear failed to run, 
having developed a malady which allowed 
only full-throttle running. The Moffatt Bugatti 
fan'on to finish second with Footitt third 
tnd Saunders fourth after Kain pitted and 
retired, Preston's immaculate car slowed, 
Bond took another class win in his Ulster 


Colin Tieche’s MG J4 leads Peter Cranage's 
Magnette. 


Austin, immaculate 


Farqubar's 
Riley took the 1100 ce class and Tim Boyce's 


Brooklands 


Nash the 1500 ce class. Arnold Forster's 
Delage sailed majestically t0 the finish des. 
pite having parted with a wheel during 
Friday's practice with the indefatigable Mike 
Bowler at the wheel, neither having been 
harmed despite a slight loss of dignity 

The following handicap went to Clinkard’s 
Alvis from Maxwell's Salmson and Kirby's 
cheeky Austin 7 Special. Mike Ware in the 
Montague Museum's Coup de L’Auto Sun: 
beam was pipped on the line by Peter Black's 
Amilear, as was Corlisa by Geoff Hare in Reg. 
Nice's very original Austin Ulster. 

‘The Pre War Allcomers Scratch race pro: 
vided another triumph of mere man over 
mighty machine in the battle between Peter 
Morley and his Bentley Napier followed by 
Patrick Lindsay in that remarkable steed 
Remus, the second of Bira's ERAs, Patrick 
Marsh's ex-Billy Cotton ERA had a lengthy 
struggle with St John's Bugatti with Guy 
‘Smith's burly Alvis engined Frazer Nash, 


reputedly one of the Norris Specials, a steady 
fourth. Gordon Chapman's ERA was pestered 
by Mike Bowler's immaculate Ex-Gillie Tyrer 
BMW 328, the ERA squirting away down the 
straights but very nervously conducted in the 
corners where the beaming Bowler asserted 
the very considerably superior road-holding. 
of the German car. Colin Warrington brought 
home the rejuvenated Appleton special eighth, 
the old car going well and worthy of a better 
name than special as it has been in its pre- 
sent form for most of its life, having started 
off as a 1100 cc Maserati Volturette with a 
Greadfully gutless motor before Jim Appleton 
put the first of a series of blown Riley 
engines in it and made it a success. 

Geof Coles took his J4 to yet another win 
in the ensuing Handicap race followed by 
Fairley’s hybrid Riley which just managed to 
pip another Riley hybrid of Fleming, with 
Fearnley’s Frazer Nash a good fourth, Bunty 
Scott-Moncrief started with a magnificently- 
hued mustard driving jacket which must have 
shocked his 30/98 Vauxhall more than a 
trifle. 

Nell Corner ted the Hawthorn Memorial 
Trophy race from start to finish with the 
Donington Museum's BRM but Jobn Roberts 
is at last getzing his almost totally recon: 
structed ex-Wilks Lotus 16 to function cor- 
rectly and was a steady second despite a 
muffed start and carburation which left a 
smoke trail worthy of a Boeing 707 down 
the club straight, Alan Cottam in Cameron 
Millar's 250F was a lonely third, Simon 
Phillips’ Cooper Bristol battled with’ Patrick 
Lindsay's Remus, Bailey's Cooper Bristol had 
a race-long duel with Frank Lockhart’s Rover 
which now sports a radiator grille and Ken 
Rogers, driving Peter Van Rossem's ex-Roberts 
Cooper Bristol, played with Robert Cooper's 
immaculate example for most of the race, The 
following 8 lap Handicap for the Fox and 
Nicholl Trophy went to Nigel Hall's superb 
4, Lagonda followed by Herb Schofield’s ex 

Burrell's Bentley-Royce and Graham's 
squealing Delage, the race being notable for 

Lagondas spinning, not least Tain 
MacDonald who has learned to spin out of 
the way of the others, 

MeWhir’s AC engined Frazer Nash won 
the Vintage and PVT scratch race from 
Bowler's BMW, Clifford's Riley, which has one 
of the very few Riley Autavia V8s in it, and 
the Appleton special with co-driver “Jaye 
Installed this time, 

‘The last race of the day went to Simon 
Phillips whose efforts gained him the Driver 
of the Day award after demolishing opposi. 
tion from a strong assembly of Cooper 
Bristols and others and steamed through from 
scratch to win, Gerry Walton's increasing 
competitive Connaught was second from the 
5s mark with the almost perpetually sideways 
Van Rossem close behind, 


ROBIN REW 
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1-9-litre engine. 90-hp, DIN. 
Limited slip differential. Laminated 
windscreen. Alternator. Power- 
assisted dual-circuit brakes. 
185/70 HR radials on 5” rims. 
Coil springs all round; back axle 
positively located by torque tube, 
parallel links and anti-roll bar. 

All this comes as standard on the 
Ascona 1-9 two-door, priced at £1,621 
including car tax and VAT. So does the 
rugged German engineering which 
has made the Ascona a by-word for 
reliability - and contributed to its 
many successes in British and European 
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rallies. David Hardcastle: ‘Adam Opel 
AG puts together the type of car 
which can compete in an entire 
2,000-mile RAC Rally and still come 
back without a rattle’ (Motor) 

For full details of this exciting rally 
winner, contact your local Opel dealer, 
or ask the operator for FREEFONE 
2114 (there is no charge for this call). 

Price correct as at 15 July 1974. 

Seat belts and delivery extra. 
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WATKINS GLEN 


Matra’s championship 


Story and photographs by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


For the sixth time this year the French blue Gitanes Matra Simca team took the chequered 


mi 
3 
the outstanding French team. 


‘Once again they started with two cars and dominated the opening laps of the 
practice, but once again they failed to make it a double victory when the second 
rd Larrousse fell back with another case of broken valve springs 
then finally dropped out altogether when its gearbox broke. The winning car ran 
trouble-free the whole race, leading right from the first la 


Henri. Pesearolo/G 


would be challenged { 


that lead, until fin 


‘This time i was Watkins Glen and the car driven by Je: 
ier, which scored the win, clinching the 1974 World Championship of Makes title for 


Pierre Beltoise/Jean-Pierre 


ce and 

of 
nd 
tually 
snd never looking as though it 


in the closing stages of the race, it was so far 


ahead of the second-placed car that the drivers were able to cruise around almost 15 off 
thelr normal lap times to score one of their easiest wins to date. 
‘Their win came at the expense of Alfa Romeo, who had a disastrous weekend, They lost 


one ear when it 


nee when 
it had been running a very distant secor 
When the Alfa fell back, it was 


yed and caught fire in practice, causing 
‘the car that did make the race, driven by Arturo Met 
jentually disqualified, after finishing a miser 

etti stopped with a broken ignition earth wire. 


iver Rolf Stommelen some 

io and Mario 
for receiving 
Up to that point 


le fifth over 


"@ ever reliable Martini turbo-Porsche Carrera which 


moved Into second place, where it stayed to the end, moving Porsche into second place in 
the championship following the Alfa's disqualification. 


‘Third place, and the TransAm title in the combined TransAm event went 
home one of the thit 


Peter Gregg/Hurley Haywood headi 
race in this year's championship. 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


ast year, the Watkins Glen 6 Hour event 

the final round of the sports car ct 
plonship, with the Matra Simca team arriving 
to take’ their fifth win of the series and 
clinch the Championship of Makes. This year, 
although there are still two or possibly three 
rounds of the championship to run, things were 
not much different. Matra, already having five 
‘wins under their belt, arrived in force and with 
the good chance of clinching the championship 
yet again if they pulled off another win. By 
the end of the two two-hour practice sessions 
on Thursday and Friday, the chances of them 
not clinching the title looked very slim, for 
their opposition was limited to just one Alfa 
Romeo TT33/12, the turbo-charged Martini 
Porsche Carrera, an old Porsche 908/2 and a 
single 2-litre prototype Chevron B2l, plus a 
handful of Carreras and bigger V8-powered 
American machinery. 

With the Gulf team finally deciding not to 
come at the last minute and one of the Alfa's 
eliminated before the end of practice it 
looked like being a big non-event, a dim 
thought that did not get brighter as the 
weekend wore on. 

Even with a TransAm event combined with 
the 6-Hour race, only 38 cars arrived for 
practice of which, with the exception of the 
Alfa, 10 did not qualify for the race, leaving 
supposedly just 27 cars spread around the 


the Carrera of 
jest, most soread-out fields yet to 


attractive, 
circuit. 

Despite the importance of this race for the 
Gitanes Matra-Simea team, practice looked a 
very casual affair, each driver relaxing in the 
warm sun as the other took his turn at a few 
laps and made what adjustments he felt were 
necessary, mainly limited to minor spoiler and 
wing changes, All the drivers were unanimous 
about the slippery state of the track which 
were borne out by the times, the best being 
set by Jean-Pierre Jarier with I'm 43.893 
just over 1.68 slower than Francois Cevert's 
best practice lap the previous year and also 
slower than Cevert’s fastest race lap which 
Stands at 1m 43.878, Despite the relaxed 
atmosphere Matra were not without their prob- 
Jems, for on each car they were having front 
tyre troubles as the abrasive track helpéd the 
Goodyear rubber de-laminate, a problem which 
they have had before, 

On Friday, track conditions were a tittle 
better and after a big effort it was finally 
Gerard Larousse who took the front row 
pole position for the Matra team with a best 
Tap of 1m 43.698, but again when the 
drivers started to push thelr cars they had 
the same tyre problems. 

Jarier’s Thursday time was still good enough 
for second quickest and even before practice 
had finished, the Matra team packed up and 
retired to the quieter more relaxing pleasures 
of the beautiful Watkins Glen countryside and 


rolling 3.377-mile Watkins Glen 


The Matras of Larrousse and Jarier, with Andretti’s Alfa tucked in behind, lead the field away 


lakes. They had their race engines fitted from 
the start, so why wear them out needlessly ? 

While all was running smoothly with the 
Frenchmen the Alfa Romeo team had a dis- 
aster. In order to get more practice they had 
entered their cars for Sunday's CanAm race, 
‘although, like last year, it was unlikely they 
would attempt to run unless for some reason 
they were early retirements in the 6-Hour 
race, Because of their contractual arrange 
ments with Firestone for the long distance 
races the Italian team used this CanAm pracy 

ice and entrant Otto Zipper as an oppor: 
tunity to try out some of the opposition Good- 
year rubber, namely some special two-ply 
Construction tyres. This turned out to be their 
downfall, Not only did it mean that from one 
Switch to the other the cars had to be com~ 
pletely re-sorted to cope with the changed 
handling characteristics, but the tyres them- 
selves were simply too fragile for the heavy 
Alfa cornering forces. 

Stommelen was rushing down the long 
straight when a front left tyre flew apart. The 
‘Alfa slammed into the barrier and immediately 
caught fire as the left side tank was ripped 
open and the front left suspension slammed 
back Into the monocoque. Stommelen was 
sitting in the middle of a blazing inferno, 
stunned, but fortunately conscious, He shut 
his eyes and held his breath and within a 
few moments was out of the furnace that sur- 
rounded him, but not before suffering burns 
to his face and a very scorched set of over 
alls that saved any further injury. Stommelen 
‘and the car were, of course, finished for the 
Weekend as was Carlos ‘Reutemann who 
should have been sharing. the car 

‘The second Alfa Romeo was being driven 
by Arturo Merzario and Mario Andretti who, 
no doubt, must have been wondering how 
they had’ managed to pull off thelr opening. 
race and only victory for the Italian team, 
just a few short months ago at Monza 

‘On Thursday Merzario seta best lap of 
1m 44.148 8 which was to be the best of the 
weekend for the car, the plucky little Italian 
trying 0 hard that he sprained his hand 
changing gear and was hoping yet another i 
jury would not get any worse or hamper his 
race the rest of the Weekend, He was almost 
‘as fast the next day and so things could not 
have been too bad, although the fra 
“"Aurther" must have been remembering the 
time he broke his wrist in exactly the same 
way 

Next up on the grid was the turbo-Porsche 
Carrera of Muller/van Lennep, using the new 
car in which they finished second at Le Mans. 
‘They completely missed the first day's prac- 
tice after the tail section and wheels were 
still somewhere on route from New York to 

fe circuit, so on Saturday they could do 
fle about the problem of the wrong gear 
tio and faulty distributor which they 
found out during this final two-hour session 

"The gears they changed for race day, as 
they did the distributor, a new type which 
they hoped would improve the car's starting 
It did, the only trouble was when the car 
did get going it would not run as well and so. 
they switched back to the old type. Their 
best time was a very creditable 1m 53.670 5, 
considering all the problems and limited 
practice. 

‘The third row of the grid was headed 
by the old, but nicely tured out Porsche 
908/2 of Dennis Aase (pronounced Arzee) 
‘and Scooter Patrick. Aase set a very creditable 
(as long as you did not look any further up 
the grid) Im 55.1475, Sharing the third 
row was the frst of the TransAm cars, the 
Carrera of Peter. Grega/Hurley Haywood. 
Unlike the usual Carrera "GT" cars seen in 
Europe the TransAm cars are allowed to run 
light body panels, bigger wheels and bigger 
fuel tanks etc, #0 they are at a considera 
advantage to the “normal” Carrera running 
under the G4 regs. 

‘Their best time of 1 m 56.479 s, set by 
Gregg, was a full five seconds better than 
the lap record set by John Greenwood's Cor- 
vette, s0 it was little wonder that the Porsche 
Carreras are dominating the TransAm series 
this year. 

‘The next TransAm Carrera also filled the 
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Herbie Muller takes the Martini turbo-Porsche to its best result this year. 


next place on the grid heading the fourth row 


with & best of 1m 57.387 s set by Al Holbert 
in the car which he was sharing with Formula 
5000-coming man Elliot Forbes-Rabinson. 

‘One of the two ex-works well used BMW 
3.5 litre CSLs entered, took the next pl 
shared by none other than George Fo 
Brett Lunger before their practice was brought 
short on Friday by a blown engine, their best 
time a I m 5063's set by Lunger up to this 
point 


The sixth row of the grid was headed by 
the Capri RS 2600 which Jody Scheckter and 
Jackie Stewart had the honour of blowing up 
in practice for last year's race. Now racing 
under its owner /driver colours of Harry Theo: 
doracopulos and being shared by Horst Kwech 
who net a very creditable 2.00.35. 

The Mike Keyser/Milt Minter Toad Hall 
Racing Carrera was another car in the 2m 
dead bracket with a best of 2 m 00481 5, 
heading the G4 class and the sole two-litre 
prototype on the entry, that of Lafayette 
Mayor Bob Fisher, He was sharing his Chev. 
ron-FVC B21 with Swiss Michel Dupont on 
fan exchange deal after he shared, or should 
have shared, with Dupont at Le Mans before 
the car broke. Fisher also had an engine run 
its bearings the first day and so a standard 
“it must be good for six hours” FVC_ wi 
slotted in for the second day. Their best time 
was a slow 2 m 1.82 6 


RACE 


Race day was again hot and dry, the alt 
thick with dust as thousands of people poured 
into the Glen Raceway by foot, by car, mobile 
camper and motorcycle, all of them’ kicking 
up great clouds of dust from the dry dirt 
approach roads as they milled about 

Following a late start to the Formula $000 
and Can Am heats that preceded the 6 Hour 
race, the grid was only just beginning to get 
assembled by the planned 1 pm starting time. 

Like most of the long distance races these 
days, the grid was considerably altered by the 
time’ it actually lined up ready for the off, 
than that printed on paper. Some five of the 
slower cars suddenly appeared on the back 
of the grid with a last-minute permission to 
race, while two of the quicker men were miss- 
ing from farther up the field. The fourth row 
Carrera of Al Holbert was a non-starter when 
Holbert suddenly got an urgent phone call to 
say that his wife was about to give birth. 
The Lunger/Follmer BMW was also in trouble 
after the morning warm-up when a crack Was 
discovered in the gearbox casing. There was 
not time to fix the car before the race, 50 
the two drivers took over the team's second 
car which also just managed to make the 
race after a leaking fuel tank had to be 
canabalised from the other car. Both cars were 
beginning to show thelr age, and the fact 
that the team were finding it hard to get all 
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the spares they needed, thus the bits of two 
cars were only just about enough to keep one 
car running, 

At 1.15 the field eventually followed the 
pace car off the line for a warming up lap 
before taking the traditional jump-in-the-ai 
start from starter Tex Hopkins, The only 
problem was, that when the pace car pulled 
ff and the leading two rows surged ahead 
Up to the start line, in a typical European 
Starting fashion, Hopkins did not give the 
green flag 

Jarier went ahead of Pescarolo, followed 
by Merzario and Muller, the race under way 
for it was not until the third row of American 
drivers that anybody noticed the yellow flag 
signifying another pace lap. 

They all duly kept in grid order and slowly 
cruised around, the bunch having hardly gone 
Out of sight before the two Matras and the 
Alfa came screaming around all nose-to-tall— 
Still blissfully unaware of Hopkins waving the 
yellow flag at them. Next time around Hopkins 
had the yellow and the black flag out with 
a board saying “all” chalked on it. By the 
time the rest of the field were finishing their 
third slow pace lap the four remaining 
“racers at the front realised what was going 
on as they rushed up to what they must have 
thought was the biggest traffic jam of all 
time. 

‘The crowd loved it as the two Matras and 
the Alfa picked their way through the chaos 
o the front of the grid and got ready to 
play that one again Sam” as one wise 
cracker put it 

‘After stiff talking to from Tex, the front 


Alfa Romeo fortunes over the weekend weren't terribly good even for Mario Andretti 


row men knew what they were supposed to 
do for an American type Indy start and at 
1.30 pm, 15 minutes after the * first start, 
the whole field all perfectly bunched up. 
Tex Hopkins’ feet finally left the ground. 

‘Once ‘again the two Matras surged ahead, 
Pescarolo leading from Jarier and Merzario, 
but Jarier getting the lead around the outside 
of the first turn as Merzario tussled with 
Pesca and went on the grass trying to get 
the Alfa ahead. It was a futile attempt, for 
by the end of the first lap the leading two 
Matras had already pulled out a noticeable 
margin and the Alfa looked totally outclassed. 
Jarier had established himself at the front 
of the field, a position he was to hold with 
Beltoise for the next six hours. 

Fourth place behind the Alfa had been 
firmly claimed by Muller while for a couple 
‘of do or die laps the Chevrolet Camaro of 
Paul Nichter held fifth place, dropping to sixth 
next time around and then seventh before 
Suddenly retiring from the race, apparently 
with the only reason being that the money he 
could earn by running the car in a six-hour 
race was far less than what It would cost his 
team to rebuild the car after six hours of 
racing. 

The speed differential at this track seemed 
even more noticeable as the leading two 
Matras started to plough their way through 
the packs of backmarkers quicker than ever, 
Merzario losing around two seconds a lap 


and soon losing sight of the blue enemy In 
front 

Muller was of course lapping much slower 
in fourth place, but having no. problem hold: 
ing his own against the big American mon. 
sters, although it was the Gregg/Haywood 
Carrera which soon came to the fore having 
little trouble to pull away from the other 


Carreras and the BMW after an initial tussle. 

By the end of the first 10 laps Jarier had 
opened out a slight three second lead over 
his team-mate, while Merzario was already 
24 seconds behind and dropping back fast 
with understeer and braking problems, Muller 
was also not far short of being lapped while 
the leading car had lapped all the rest of 
the 30 starters, Gregg came next heading the 
TransAm class with the similar car of Skip 
Barber not far behind. Minter/Keyser were 
doing very well in seventh place with the 
BMW of Follmer chasing hard. 

Tt looked as though it was all set to be 
another Matra benefit race, but once again 
the obvious did not happen, of almost. not. 
After 11 laps the second placed Matra started 
to sound rough. Another lap confirmed that 
it was running on only 11 cylinders and next 
time around the bearded Frenchman was in 
the pits to see what could be done. It sounded 
just like the troubles of the past, a broken 
valve spring, and like the past nothing could 
be done, but for some reason the team wasted 
five vital laps before they sent the car out 
again, sounding the same and, despite its 
problem, still lapping just a fraction faster 
than the Alfa Romeo as was ably demonstrated 


Instant Alfa. 


The waiting game is over 

You can have an Alfasud now. 

A real Alfa Romeo for a realistic £1450 (including car 
tax and VAT). 

And it couldn't have happened at a better time. 
Because the Alfasud is designed to make the most of your 
petrol. (Italy's an even more expensive place to fill up). 
You get a steady 417 mpg at a steady 50 mph. 

i's designed to need minimum attention. 4% hours 
worth of servicing during the first 10,000 miles. 

Its won instant approval from the Press. 

Autocar: Best front drive yet, incredible handling, 
remarkable economy’. 

Observer: ts flat four 1,186 cc engine purrs away 
beautifully in best Alfa traditions’. 

Evening Standard: ‘The ride is superb’. 

The Times: ‘A generous 14 cu ft of luggage space’. 

Technical editor, Motor: ‘My personal car of the year. 

Tf you'd like a full, independent opinion, write or phone 
us for the Autocar road test report. 

Or ask your Alfa Romeo dealer for a personal road 
test Even today you can cut your costs and still cut a dash. 


Alfa Romeo (GB) Ltd, Edgware Road 
(Nr Staples Comer), London NW2 6LX. 01-450 8641. 
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some laps later when the Matra went past 
the Alfa along the pit straight. 

Well, at least the other Matra was running 
well, or was it? Unbeknown to the crowd 
the Matra pit were a very worried pit indeed, 
for Jarier had almost had his engine stop 
after five laps when a fuel vapour lock caused 
by the intense heat caused fuel starvation 
Jarier quickly put on the high pressure elec: 
tric pump and the car sang on sweetly as it 
had done a few times during unofficial prac 
tice earlier in the week. The only trouble 
was however, could it last the whole race 
without the battery problems causing more 
dramas ? 

‘The Matra team might have had their prob: 
tems, but there were several others who had 
a far worse time so soon in the race, namely 
the NART Ferrari team. Their big hopes of 
success in the GT category, with Mike Hiss 
and Alain Cudini sharing the team's usual 
Daytona, were brought to a sudden end when 
the car ‘stopped several times early on with 
the engine overheating, the slow several pace 
laps having not helped much at the beginning. 
The car made numerous stops which dropped 
it well back, # small fire adding to its drama. 
tle race while things were finally settled about 
two-thirds of the way through when the car 
‘was spun and ended up parked against the 
barrier. The second Ferrari Daytona in the 
race driven by Garcia Vega and Mark Waco 
was less fortunate, even sooner, after just 30 
laps the Daytona’ ended its race in a very 
similar fashion to the NART Daytona at Le 
Mans when its brakes locked on and sent the 
car spinning rather heavily into the barrier, 

By the time that the leaders were ready to 
make their first pit stops the Alfa was all 
but lapped by Jarier's flying Matra which had 
fastest lap to its credit of 1 m 44.00 s and 
was still continuing to pull effortlessly away 
It was soon well over a lap ahead when the 
Alfa eventually made its stop, for Merzario 
had got involved with one of the slower cars 
and had tyre marks on the rear panel as proof 
of contact. The car sat long seconds in the 
pits as the mechanics wired up one of the tail 
mounting points and when Andrettl finally 
rejoined the race the Alfa was over a lap in 

It was already becoming very boring, while 
the crowd kept themselves amused by having 
singing competitions as one beer drinking 
group of happy campers cramped on the roof 
Of a mobile home. would try to outsing 
another group on the opposite side of the 
track. This soon progressed to trouser-drop 
ping competitions which kept humour high 
under the blazing hot sun. 

‘As well as the Ferrari, several other cars 
were in trouble, the Fisher Chevron B21 losing 
its eighth place after a stop to change a fuel 
injector, while it did not go on very much 
longer before it was out of the race with the 
rear sub-frame cracked in no less than four 
places, a problem which had Michel Dupont 
Weaving all over the road before he finally 
stopped to investigate the cause, 


The Mo Carter/Tony De Lorenzo Chevrolet Camaro inheri 


the lone works Alfa 
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Several of the big American bangers were 
also in trouble, one right at the beginning 
with differential trouble, another when the 
rear suspension broke and others with over- 
heating problems, so that by one-third distance 
the field was getting very spread out 

The quick Capri made long stops to cure 
a misfire which turned into more than just 
a misfire when it started to pour smoke from 
the exhaust pipe and it was retired, while 
the much-heralded “ experimental ” Pantera of 
Kleinpeter/Goldleaf went out with three wheel 
studs sheared off and no spare hub with 
which to replace them. 

AS the race went on, and on, and on, there 
was little to get excited about, the ailing 
Matra of Pescarolo/Larrousse still managing 
to pull back its lost time over the Alfa and 
was soon in third place and slowly chipping 
away at the Alfa's four-lap lead, the Matra 
pulling back around a second a lap despite 
being on 11 cylinders. The gap lessened even 
more when the Alfa back had to be re-wired 
again at the second stop. Both Alfa drivers 
were complaining of the poor braking and 
understeer, which was losing them several 
seconds a lap to the leading car which had 
‘opened the gap to two and a half laps by the 
second hour. The turbo-Porsche was running 
like clockwork as usual and although its 
engine was not as good as some in the past 
the drivers had no problem lapping in the 
low 1 m 50.0 s bracket. After two hours the 
Porsche was still in third spot, four laps 
behind the leading car, but about to be over 
taken by the second Matra. Another two laps 
back Gregg’ Haywood were running a smooth 
sixth having pulled out a lap on the Hages 
tead/Barber Porsche Carrera which was in 
turn a further lap clear of the Keyser/Minter 
G4 car which was still battling to hold off 
the Heimrath/Cook Porsche and the Lunger 
Follmer BMW all still on the same lap. 

The Hobbs/Forbes-Robinson/Posey Porsche 
Carrera was well down the field alter stops 
to uy to cure an intermittently slipping 
clutch, probably caused by a leaking oil seal 
for the car was also trailing blue smoke, for 
which it was black flagged but allowed to 
continue at one stage. Posey had started the 
race but had to have Forbes-Robinson come 
in and take over, for in the Friday Can Am 
practice Posey had managed to spin his Fer- 
rari four times around and in the resultant 
langle of feet and pedals broke a bone in 
his foot 

Worried about the leading Matra having 
problems running on the electric fuel pump 
all the time soon disappeared with the strength 
of the early afternoon sun, for as the sun 
dropped lower and the heat relented, Beltoise 
was able to switch off the pump and the car 
ran sweetly with its own mechanical pump. 

From that point on it was all down hill 
for the winning car which soon opened the 
gap to three laps by the end of the third 
hour. By the fourth hour it was almost four 
laps and the best that the Alfa team could 


fifth place at the expense of 


hope for was that they would hold on to 
second place. A few minutes before the fourth 
hour their main threat, the ailing Matra sud- 
denly went missing. Pescarolo walked back 
to the pits to report what happened, not 

blown engine as everybody expected, but a 
broken gearbox after the gear selector shaft 
had broken. Despite losing their second car 
Matra must have breathed a sigh of relief 
that this problem had not struck the leading 

No sooner had the pressure been taken off 
the Alfa than that was also in trouble, for 
shortly afterwards Andretti went missing out 
on the circuit. Ten minutes later he came 
around and indicated to his pit that all was 
‘OK, and when he stopped for fuel a few laps 
laier he reported that the unscheduled stop 
‘out on the track had been to replace a broken 
earth wire off the ignition system, 

Merzario took over, but then sat in the 
pits for almost 10 minutes while the Alfa 
team performed a chaotic pit stop to replace 
front and rear brake pads, the rear damaged 
tail support frame and other odds and en 
The Alfa then stopped again several times 
to have the brakes bled and the balance ad- 
justed, so that by the end of the fourth hour 
it was down 24 laps behind the leading car 
which was now a comfortable nine laps ahead 
of the turbo-Porsche still running like a 
train. Gregg/Haywood were now third, a 
further seven laps back, their only problem 
having been an unscheduled stop to clear 


sticking throttles, but the other Porsche 
Carreras had not been so lucky. 
‘Keyser/Minter were out of the running 


when Minter stopped his car with a seized 
rear wheel bearing which took the mechanics 
a long time to change and lost the Toad Hall 
team its certain chance of winning the Group 
4 honours. The Hagestead/Barber Porsche 
went out when its rear suspension broke while 
the Follmer/Lunger BMW, which moved up 
to fifth place at one stage, also went out 
when it finally died a death with no oll 
pressure 

By the time the chequered flag thankfully 
came out after six hours the race had become 
hardly even a procession. As soon as the 
‘Alfa was in trouble the leading car was given 
“Easy 10,000" signs, meaning no more than 
10,000 rpm instead of the usual 11,500 and 
lap speeds of just under two minutes per lap, 
even slower than the turbo-Porsche. So, Jarier 
and Beltoise cruised home at a snail's pace 
to clinch the title for the Matra team and 
score one of thelr easiest victories of the 

Van Lennep/Muller once again played 
bridesmaid to the Matra, 11 laps behind at 
the end, but another well deserved second 
place showing of the best of Porsche reli: 
ability and ingenuity to its American market. 
Gregg/Haywood took a fine third place just 
eight more laps in arrears while the Heimrath/ 
‘Cook Porsche Carrera made Ita Porsche one- 
two in the TransAm class with fourth place 
overall just four more laps back. 

Fifth place should have gone to the Alfa 
Romeo, but after all their problems of the 
‘weekend they suffered the final indignity when 
they were excluded from the results for out- 
side assistance during Andretti's stop out on 
the circuit. A stop which, incidentally, also 
cost them the $1,000 prize money for fifth 
place just to add’ insult to injury, 

‘The Carter/DeLorenzo Camaro inherited 
fifth place, while way down in eighth place 
Hobbs/Posey/Forbes-Robingon, limped home, 
still leaking oll, but class winners in the G4 
class. 

By this time even the delights of a girl 

streaker” could not keep the bored crowd's 
attention so they turned to favourite pastime 
of pushing cars into the “mud-hole” and 
setting light to them. 
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Your first sports car, rather like your first affair, 
is rarely, if ever, forgotten. 
Alan Coren recalls his first MG. 


THE FIRST car I ever owned was an MG PA Midget, five years 
my senior; which no doubt entitled it to the mastery over me it 
always showed, Its sturdy little doors were bound to its sturdy 
little body with piano wire (since what it conspicuously lacked 
were sturdy little hinges), and when you hit the brakes, the 
speedometer fell in your lap. In wet weather, it was fitted with 
a passenger. this being the only method of holding the roof on, 
and the combined roar of engine, exhaust. tappets, rear-axle 
whine and wind was a feature that has left me with a permanent 
Shout: even touay, gliding along on the silken purr of some 
modern seven-bearing crankshaft, | have difficulty in talking 
below a shrick 

Now, some of you may feel that, as far as sales pitches go, 
they have come across more seductive examples. You are, with 
respect, wrong: when | bought the above item in 1959, it was 
twenty-five years old, had passed through almost as many h: 
had been caned across some two hundred thousand miles of 
rough road, yet it remained not only an object of joy and love 
but would aiso have gone up the North Face of the E 
third, if one had managed to get a decent run at it 

It cost twelve quid; and even granted that inflation has 
accelerated at a rate that would leave any sports car at the post, 
that was still not exactly a king's ransom in 1959, And yet, in 
terms of the mystique it conferred and the delight it afforded, 
its true value was incalculable 

Even stationary. the Midget did all I ever asked of it, viz 
snatch girls’ eyes from less worthy occupations and draw their 
attention to an object which might otherwise have passed as 
unnoticed as any other pimply duflle. After which, it was th 
up to me to capitalise upon it; and it is fair to say that to MG 
must go the credit for much of my character-development. 
required as I was to live up to the image of a dashing adventurer. 
a heroic hedonist, a bit of a dog, yet a mature 
withal, a bloke with the enviable gift of twitchin; 
volatile out of the wet on a dodgy corner 

That is one of the great strengths of the sports ear; it can be 
all things to all men, conferring maturity on youth, and youth 
on middle-age — I now recognise that there is no better re- 
juvenator for both the ego and the image than something low, 
shorty and mutli-carburetted, It is far less painful than having 
your follicles transplanted, and far less ridiculous than forcing 
your welling gut into a pair of flared hipsters 

All of this ego-boosting may well apply to women. ‘too: | am 
constantly being told that girls are unconcerned with the 
panache bestowed by this motor car or that, but having seen a 
number of them hacking a roaring piece of pastel-painted metal 
away from the lights, giant sunglasses shoved with careful 
abandon into their coiffes and the dainty left hand twinkling over 
the gearstick for all the world like’ something attached to a 
busty Fittipaldi, 1 beg leave to entertain my doubts. 

T thought long about the wisdom of saying what I finally 
decided to-say next; I have spent large chunks of my writing 


something 


MGB £1,685.83 including car tax, VAT and 
plates and delivery extra). 


tras pack (seat belts. number 


life in attacking advertisements of one kind or another, usually 
on the basis of their nonsensical claims or the preposterous life- 
style they promote, and nothing sets my molars grinding more 
than a palpable lie tarted up to pass for the truth, | naturally 
worried, therefore, whether | ought to bring this chat about 
sports cars in general down to the specific object of this adverti 
ment by saying that the name MG is virtually synonymous with 
the words sports car. 

What persuaded me to say that it was is the 
true, and there is no denying it is true, and it is as good a w 
as any of moving from the general to the particular, since 
everything I have said about sports cars applies emphatically to 
the MG. It is anevocative anda haunting name, girt with romance 
and nostalgia, calling up another era. In a modern MG, one 
not only slips into the role of present hero, one picks up the 
accumulated heroics of all the blokes who ever sat behind that 
thrilling wheel-boss and its poetic enamelling. 

In short, it is nice to think that there are still MGs around 
to drive. 


ct that it is 
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Marlo Andretti takes the chequered flag winning the Watkins Glen F5000 round. 


WATKINS GLEN F5000 


Andretti finds form 


By GORDON KIRBY 


This time there were no troubles for Marlo Andretti. 


Pictures by CHARLES LORING 


This time the Viceroy Lola 7332 ran 


Derfectly and he led away from his pole position into an ever stronger lead, Helped by « 


ious Goodyear tyre problem Andrettl and his Firesto 


hod Lola wer 


away from his pursuers in the first half dozen laps and even after that Mario still pulled 


‘away so that he won by more than 13s. 


than the field at the Glen. 
The bulk of th 


had front tyres explode. beneath them, Midv 
withdrew their new froats 


It was a wi 
the first two rounds of the North American F5000 Championship 


best to get a full shipment 
Sunday's race. But thé older tyres that ultimately arrived were notably harder and 
than the new ones which gave all of the Goodye 

Brian Redman who dealt best with this problem and, runs 
Steed Lola, he came home a strong second, 


that had to come after Andrett! had led 
‘had qualified 2 faster 


iainder of the field— all those who were using Goodyears—found 


\ctice had started. It had soon become 


‘users a serious understeer problem. It was 
‘with Corvette rears on bis new 


having held Andretti within range during 


the last half of the race. Into third came Epple Wietzes who chased hard after Redman until 
the Formula Racing Lola's brakes began to glaze and Eppie was forced to let the Haas/Hall 


332 car go. 
The 1 
fight for fourth place. Initi 
drive in Chuck Jones’ Lola) 
Robinson worked through 
broken piston, McRae lost a lap hs 


ly it wi 


Hobbs I 
ind Sam Posey while the Eagles of 
positions. But 
wred tyre changed and 


which spoiled what was a very fine 

ling Graham McRae (having his first 
it Lunger and Elliott Forbe 

mn Hobbs pulled off with a 

Posey, t00, lost time 


having one of his front tyres changed. For a while the bright, blue Eagles found themselves 
in fourth and fifth positions, but both retired within a few laps of each other with broken 
engines. So it was McRae who recovered to finish a good fourth ahead of Posey who was 


in great pain from a broken foot (st 
to be lifted from the car after it was 


tained in the previous day's CanAm practice) and had 


All in all it was another very encouraging Formula 5000 race. Not a brilliant event but 


‘one which showed all the elements of a very fine motor racl 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


Almost from the very beginning this third 
round of the North American Formula 5000 
Championship was a race of tyres. For the first 
time the new, softer Goodyears (which have 
proven themselves to be a clear second quicker 
in independent tests at Jim Hall's Rattle- 
snake Raceway) were used on a circuit full of 
Jong, fast corners and in less than 10 laps a 
handful of those tyres had exploded, the 
whole carcase tearing back along the tread in 
a large ‘V'. After a few of these failures 
Goodyear sensibly decided to withdraw their 
latest batch of rubber which left all thei 
teams scrounging for any leftovers they might 
find. Some had old tyres from last year la 
ing about, others begged from the sports car 
teams and the Firestone runners were left with 
@ huge advantage. 

‘What this meant, of course, was that Mario 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 18, 1974 


series. 


Andretti was even more comfortably quicker 
than he had been at Mid-Ohio and Mosport 
Andretti's Firestones gave him no troubles at 
all and through the fast comers in particular 
he was not only much faster but far more 
confident than the Goodyear users which make 
up the bulk of the field. Through the climb- 
ing, succession of left and rights which follow 
past the old Glen pits and are taken flat out 
and accelerating in third, fourth and then fifth 
gears, the little USAC veteran was picking up 
2 good fifth of a second (over a 7 span) on 
the rest of the field. Only Andretti could 
flick his way into the second of the sweepers 
with one, quick snap of the wheel. The rest 
were struggling hard with loosely under- 
steering cars that would take three or four 
lunges before finally tracking their way across 
the road. 

This week, for the first time, the Pamelli 
Jones’ Viceroy team ran their’ second Lola 


iiss 


7332, The newer car Is identical to the first 
with the exception of the rear suspension, 
Like the Lola's of Redman and Hobbs the 
second Viceroy car has the higher rear roll 
centre geometry which seems to make the car 
& little snappier and therefore slightly less 
comfortable to drive hard. Andrett! did very 
few laps with the new car, yet he was still 
faster than all the others. At one point there 
was excited jabbering about the possibility of 
Carlos Reutemann being asked to drive thi 
Second car, But that tured out to be only a 
flighty story. It would be just Mario driving, 
still in the older car which he preferred mildly 
and had qualified at a 1m 40.518 s which was 
seven-tenths quicker than Jody Scheckter's 
best from last year and fast enough for a place 
fon the second row of last year's US Grand 
Prix. Andretti was a little more than a second 
slower with the new car, having gone quicker 
than all but Brian Redman after just thre 
laps in the car, 

Leading the Goodyear class was Redman, 
the only F5000 man to have first-hand experi: 
ence of the tyre-exploding business. Redman 
was driving a new Lola, replacing the one 
which had been written-off at Mosport. The 
car wasn't totally new at the Glen for Franz 
Weiss, Jim Hall's mechanic cum test driver, 
had put in nearly 100 testing miles at Rattle: 
snake Raceway — enough miles to discover a 
potential tyre problem. 

Hall and his men had discovered the first 
signs of the tread splitting and had asked 
the Goodyear technicians if they had any ideas 
prior to the start of practice. But Goodyear 
assured them that the tyres would be OK 
‘and, in fact, throughout the first day of prac- 
tice’ there Was no hint of trouble. 

‘Then, early the next moming as Brian 
sprinted up that sweeping, climbing hill on to 
the straight, tyres in his Steed 
Lola blew apart, throwing the red car into a 
spin. By some stroke of fortune Redman 
was able to keep he and ‘his machine away 
from the guardrails which tightly and 
‘dauntingly line almost the entire Watkins Glen 
circuit. The Lola was brought back to the 
pits with a crumpled left, front comer and 
suspension pick-ups, 

It_was then, a very hastily rebuilt car 
which Redman took out to qualify. The team 
had brought the car up from Texas on a set 
of old fronts from last year and it was these 
slower and worn tyres that Brian was now 
forced to use. Trying extremely hard in a 
car that was now understeering badly and 
darting about on any bumps, Brian carved his 
way to within nearly 2s of Andretti. His best 
of Im 42.6755 put him well ahead of the 
rest but gave hardly any hope of being able 
to stay with the Viceroy Lola. “I suppose we 
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shall, just have to try to finish as well as we 
can," said a philosophic Redman as Jim Hall 
began a thorough and long evening of re- 
aligning the Lola. 

For the first time this year Carl Hogan 
brought along two new Lola T332s as well as 
the spare T330 from last year. The second 
7332 had yet to turn a wheel upon its 
arrival at Watkins Glen and it was also to 
be the very first time that its driver, Johnny 
Rutherford, had ever raced a single-seater on 
‘a road course, Rutherford went out early on 
‘Thursday for a few laps. Almost immediately 
the Indianapolis winner was trying hard to 
Tearn about this road racing business but then, 
after just half a dozen laps he ran a wheel 
up ona kerb and in an instant the blue Lota 
shot out of line, spun into the guardrail on 
the inside, then bounced across to the outside, 
spinning all the time. Rutherford jumped out 
‘almost as soon as the car came to a ragged 
‘sop, @ thoroughly bent and written-off mess. 


Johnny Rutherford unfortunately wasn’t 


amiling for long. After a few laps in his first 


“road single-seater drive, he 
broke his left leg. 


‘The Texan was taken to hospital in a dazed 
but conscious state where it was discovered 
that he hada clean fracture of his left leg 
just above the ankle. 

Brian Redman and Eppie Wietzes were fol- 
lowing close behind the Hogan Lola as it 
began its crash, but both managed to slip 
Past the spinning car safely. Then, a few 
Seconds later Elliott Forbes-Robinson came 
fon to the scene to find much of the track 
blocked with debris. Instantly he spun hi 
Eagle to avoid the mess and glanced off the 
guardrail, crumpling a nose fin and bending a 
‘Wheel. Otherwise both Forbes-Robinson and 
his Eagle were undamaged and as he climbed 
from his car enough flags Were out to stop 
‘anybody. well before they came upon the scene 
of the shunt, 

So it was left to David Hobbs to carry the 
Hogan .colours and using last year's front 
Goodyears he put in a full practice, gradually 
working his way down the clock so that he 
wound up a firm third quickest with a 
I'm 44,006 s. David's Lola showed more signs 
of independent thinking with a reworked ver- 
sion of the large airbox which had first been 
used at Mosport and the oil coolers relocated 
from a single, flat unit just behind the in- 
jectors to a twin upright mounting behind the 
water radiators. 

Fourth quickest was Epple Wietzes, the 
Canadian not bothering to do a lot of quali- 
fying after rapidly finding his pace with the 
older front rubber and then discovering his 
outside rear was going off. Wietzes is still 
handicapped somewhat by being forced to 
use 13in rear wheels and therefore rubber 
which is not quite up to that available in 
15 in sizes. As it was, Wietzes was the only 
driver to have troubles with his rear tyres and 
availability problem or not, the Canadian 
‘team is determined to find some 15 in wheels 
for the next round. 


pun off and 


Brian Redman was one of those afflicted by tyre problems, but still managed to finish second. 


Taking up the third place for heat two was 
a surprise in the shape of Evan Noyes and 
his Lola 332, For once Noyes found that 
things were going right for him (he's a Fire: 
stone user) and he took advantage of his un- 
troubled tyre situation to put in a very full 
practice. By the end Noyes had worked down 
to a 1m 45.2775 best and the prospects of 
hhis most competitive F5000 race ever. 

‘Another man untroubled by tyres was Gra- 
ham McRae who was making his debut with 
the black and orange Chuck Jones’ Lola T332. 
‘The Firestone-tyred car didn’t arrive until late 
on Thursday so that the New Zealander 
couldn't get out until the next day and with 
Some time on his hands Graham was happy to 
talk about his move from the Norris team to 
Jones and the Lola. “I was fed up after the 
disasters of the first two races,” said 
enthused McRae, “It’s as simple ai 
the other hand the Norris team were 
that they had decided to concentrate on a 
single number one car for Sam Posey and 
had let McRae go... 

"The Jones’ Lola is a conventional production 
7332 and for this first race it was using one 
of McRae's Tasman engines and initially ran 
on 13 in rear wheels. Graham's brief practice 
was shortened even more by a broken rear 
spindle, but despite this and a fuel pick-up 
problem which was causing the engine to 
fluff and misfire he managed a good 
I'm 45.601 s best for sixth fastest overall 

‘The Norris Industries team had a very 
unhappy time of it, It all started when Jon 
Woodner's Talon pulled in after just two 
early laps with a broken engine. The only 
‘spare was back in California in pieces, but 
after some frantic phone calls these pieces 
were put in a crate and Woodner set off 
on the three-hour drive to the nearest major 
airport. Poor Jon had a miserable evening 
with two flat tyres on the way and a lost 
engine crate which wasn't located until early 
fon Saturday morning. By the time Woodner 
got back to the circuit it was almost time 
for the qualifying heats to begin and aware 
that he would not now get out until the 
following day's warm-up for a starting place 
‘at the back of the final, Jon was greeted with 
the news that half of his exhaust system had 
been stolen by a spectator. By mid-day Wood. 
ner was feeling a little better for Ryan Falconer 
was bolting his engine together and a young 
man had walked sheepishly into the garage 
with the missing exhaust pipe saying that he 
had found it lying in the woods. 

‘The number ‘one Norris Talon for Sam 
Posey, having reverted to a Hewland gearbox, 
had a very encouraging early practice. Sam 
worked very hard at finding more stability 
in the car and working out its large dose of 


Initial understeer, finally doing a best of 
1m. 426% which was second only to 
Andretti, But that was an unofficial pre. 
qualifying time and when Posey was forced 
to run the still-unsorted Talon on a set of 
much harder sports car tyres he found the 
car to be very unforgiving. As it was then, 
the unlucky Posey was only seventh fastest 
with a 1m 46.185 5, 

Having at least as bad a time as the Talons 
were the three Eagles— the two works/Jor- 
Eensen Steel cars for Brett Lunger and Elliott 
Forbes-Robinson and Francisco Mir's entry for 
Nestor Garcia-Veiga. The tyre drama really 
struck hard against the works team for they 
could find only one set of available fronts 
So that the two cars bad to share during 
Qualifying. Lunger also had an electrical fault 
crop up during qu 
only two slow Ia badly running 
engine. Forbes-Robingon managed half a dozen 
flying laps and got down to a good 
1m 46,503 s best to qualify just behind Posey. 
Garcia-Veiga was a second and a half slower 
than Forbes-Robinson before his engine blew 
Up, bringing a quick end to his qualifying 
session. 

Before this qualifying debacle the works 
Eagles had begun to show more signs of com: 
ing to grips with thelr sorting problems, The 
nose of Forbes-Robinson's car had been 
heeted over 40 that the nose wing was hidden 
and the snout took on a regular profile very 
similar to that of the USAC Eagle. The com: 
bination of this modified nose and a new en- 
gine gave Elliott some 800 more revs as well 
as" reducing the car's oversteer problem 
and improving its overall balance. Unfor- 
tunately, Forbes-Robinson’s shortened prac- 
tice didn't give Dan Gurney much of a chance 
to evaluate the mods. Lunger's car had some 
added cooling ducts on the top side of the 
radiator pods, but Brett had an absolutely 
miserable time, having one engine blow up 
after just five laps, then finding the replace- 
ment to have those major electrical problems, 
0 that he was back in seventh place for the 
Second heat with barely a dozen laps of 
Practice on the car. 

During the final minutes of qualifying yet 
another new Lola T332 arrived in the Kendall 
Tech Centre. This was the A. J. Watson/ 
Lodestar Enterprises. entry for USAC man 
Mike Mosley. Not only was the car brand 
new, but Mosley hadn't driven on a road 
course since the days of the occasional USAC 
road race five years ago. The car had the 
less than ideal 13in rear wheels and no 
box, although the team was saved from 
tyre worries by their Firestone contrac 
Mosley didn't get out at all and was given a 
back row place for the second heat. 
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HEATS 


There was a brief warmup session very 
early 6n Saturday morning and thankfully a 
batch of replacement Goodyears (although 
still last year's compound) had arrived so 
that the Goodyear runners would at least not 

worry of just plain not 


heat was, as expected, all 
Andretti’s. The white and red Lola tore away 
into the first corner, pulling out four full car 
Jengths as it accelerated away and into the 

climbing sweepers that lead on to the 
Back straights After just-one lap Andrett! had 
opened up a5 s lead to David Hobbs who 
was clear of Evan Noyes, Garcia-Veiga and 
Posey. On the third lap Garcia-Veiga pulled 
off with another engine failure and Posey was 


In fact It wa 


‘the engine damper which flew 
apart, damaging the tub and ancillaries 
ghough for the team to withdraw from the 
nal 

‘While Andretti drove off to a 45 5 win 
over the 15 laps, Posey began looking for 
‘@ way around Noyes. On the seventh lap Sam 
got by and was soon reeling in Hobbs who 
had eased off a few laps earlier. Two laps 
later the red Talon had caught the blue Lola, 


‘A lap after Posey had caught Hobbs, how- 
ever, David had already fought off the 
chalienge and pulled right away while Sam 
slowed down with a dragging exhaust pipe on 
the right side, It was fortunate for Hobbs 
that he could again relax over the last few 
for his front tyres had begun to go off, 
the right front in particular having its tread 
grain and roll badly. It was a strong hint 
oubled Goodyear drivers could have 

getting through the 30-lap final. 
had trimmed the wing on Red- 
man's Lola for the second heat in an effort 
‘at reducing the understeer that the harder 


front tyres were giving. Brian just managed 
to shoulder out Eppie Wietzes as they braked 
down for the tight right-hander after the pits 
with McRae holding off Forbes-Robinson for 
third and Lunger diving through on the inside 
Into fifth place. As they shot down the back 

tzes broke away 


straight Redman and Wi 
from the rest and began. 


keep ahead despite finding that the trimmed 
wing now gave the car too much initial 
oversteo! 

'Wietzes let Redman go during the last 
half of the race so that the Steed Lola won 
by 11 from the dark blue Formula Racing 
332. McRae finished all alone in third place, 
still ‘suffering from a fuel pick-up problem 
but pleased with his English Firestones and 
1Sin rears which had arrived late the pre- 
vious ‘evening. Into fourth place came Brett 
Lunger after passing team-mate Forbes- 
Robinson on the third lap when the second 
Eagle started to fade with a weakening 
engine. Lunger was unable to make any 
impression on the 10 5 which McRae had 
pulled out by then and settled in for the 
Jongest succession of laps that he had man- 
‘aged all weekend. Forbes-Robinson eventually 
pulled in before the engine blew up for there 
was no spare available after Lunger's prac- 
tice failure. Mike Mosley drove coolly and 
sensibly from the back of the grid to finish 
sixth, just getting doubled by Redman on the 
final lap. 


FINAL 


Sam Posey had limped back to the garage 
‘after his practice spin with the NART Ferrari 
to discover that he had a broken foot. That 
evening he had gone to hospital for treatment 
and had decided that it would not be very 
sensible to attempt to race his Talon the 
next day. The Norris team looked around and 
thought’ that Arturo Merzario would be a 
good replacement for Sam and Jack McCor~ 
mack began to fit the little Italian to the car. 
But the organisers didn’t like the idea of 


AUTOSPORT, JULY 18, 1974 


Merzario stepping into the car at such a date 
date and told McCormack that it would be 
Posey starting or nobody. So Sam stepped 
back into the car, his leg full of Novacaine. 

It was a good clean start as the field of 23 
cars shot away from beneath the starter’s 
stand, Andretti nosing away with Redman 
and Wietzes hard up behind him. As they 
accelerated up the sweeping, climbing esses 
Andretti pulled out some clean air to Redman 
‘and Wietzes and by the time he braked his 
Lola into the loop he was already free and 
clear of the rest 

‘A few car lengths behind Wietzes, the blue 
Hogan Lola of Hobbs lead McRae, Posey, 
Noyes, Gunn and Lunger with Mosley right 
in the thick of the hunt and chasing after 
Tony Settember's yellow Lola. Towards the 
back poor Jon Woodner’s miserable weekend 
was coming to an end with a badly smoking 
engine which finally expired after just two 
laps. 

By the second lap Andretti had pulled out 
5s to the Redman, Wietzes pursuit, with 
Hobbs, McRae and Posey hanging on tight 
behind them. Andretti was driving the Lola 
with the same uncluttered sweeps that have 
taken him into the lead of the first two 
races and it was again obvious that there was 
nothing that anybody could do about it. He 
kept pulling out at least a second with every 
new lap, pushing the Lola around the circuit 
within a few seconds of his practice best. It 

ing display. 

three or four laps Redman and 
Wietzes found their tyres finally getting up 
to proper temperatures and they were able 
ta pick up thelr pace by a good second a 
Jap and begin to pull cleanly away from the 
Hobbs, McRae, Posey train. But just a few 
Inps later Wistzes began to drop away from 
Redman. For the next half dozen laps he 
tried hard to keep himself large in Redman’s 
‘mirrors, sometimes pulling to within a few 
car lengths of the red car until he finally 

ted to drop well away from Brian as the 
yrakes began to glaze and go off 
So it became a spaced-out trio at 
and suddenly it was McRae all alone in 
fourth place. The New Zealander had sliced 
by Hobbs on the eighth lap, immediately 
pulling his Firestone-shod Lola clear of the 
Hogan Lola which was beginning to under- 
steer very badly. The Hogan crew had stuck 
with 1974 rear Goodyears and as they got 
warmer and stickier they began to prove too 
ood for the older fronts. But before Hobbs 
‘ould think about dealing with this problem 
@ huge plume of blue smoke began to trail 
‘out from the exhaust and by the 10th lap 
David's race was ov 

For a few, brief laps Posey held fifth place 
but he was’ in great pain and had dropped 
away from Hobbs before the latter's demise 


from his fourth row starting place. 

After four laps, he broke away from the 
midfield bunch and caught the Hobbs, McRae, 
Posey train and then it took the Eagle six 
Japs to pass the latter. It was an easy job 
to do, but he was not lucky. He was driving 
harder than before, finding that if he forced 
it in faster and earlier into the corners, he 
could just catch it on the exit before it’slid 
away, the balance being perfect for this sort 
of cornering. 

Farther back, Mosely, having worked up 
to seventh using all of the road, was himself 
caught by Forbes-Robinson driving very 
smoothly and quickly from the back row. it 
took Forbes-Robinson just one lap to get by. 

‘Out in front now, it was Andretti all alone 
after half race distance, with Redman next 
up. Lunger was well back behind the three 
Loias in a safe position, while Forbes- 
Robinson led the rest, all of whom had been 
lapped. McRae was one of these for he had 
stopped to change a blistered front Firestone 
‘after 12 laps. Posey, too, pitted to 
‘a tyre, so that Forbes-Robinson and Mosely 
briefly’ moved up to fifth and sixth, 

It was now, however, a race of attrition. 
The excitement had gone away, it was just 
individual cars driving to finish. But even 
some of those remaining did not, On the 24th 
lap, Forbes-Robinson stopped with broken 
engine, while two laps later, Lunger, too, 
was afflicted with engine failure. And with 
only @ couple of laps left, Mosely pulled off 
after a good showing in ‘his first road race 
with heat exhaustion. 

So McRae was back in fourth ahead of 
Posey who had done well considering his 
condition, but he was totally spent at the 
‘end. In total, it was a good race, damaged 
by ‘tyre trouble, but a deserving win for 
Andretti and the Parnelli-Jones team and an 
encouraging race for both 
jeams. There was also the adi 
for McRae und Mosely, so the entry is 
slowly forming itself into'a thoroughly worth: 
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| WATKINS GLEN CAN-AM 
Shadow and O 


By GORDON KIRBY 


‘The Shadows have scored thelr hat-trick and 
in almost perfect form. Once again it was 
Oliver first and George Follmer second. Olly 
led from start to finish fighting off-an early 
challenge from Follmer before thy Californian 
Dewan to “drop ‘back feeling “weaker "and 

he struggled to the end with 
Beaty strained backe'Mt wae a gritty drive for 


iver’s hat-trick 


ENTRY and PRACTICE 


There were lots of vague hopes that for 
this CanAm at least, there would be some 
kind of reasonable entry. Perhaps, ever 
thought, some of chose screaming little three- 
litres would bolster the thin grid and add 
some excitement. Bur it wasn't to be, only 
Mario Andretti came in from the sports car 
ranks with the one ramaining Alfa Romeo 
33TT and his plan was to run the final only, 
‘starting from the back of the grid. 

So it was back to the conventional Can-Am 
entry with a few additions and a 
‘exclusions from the previous two aces. The 
only notable addition was the old 712 Ferrari 
which NART have run in the past for Mario 
Andretti, Jean-Pierre Jarier and Sam Posey. 
‘This time it was Posey who was entered in 
the further modified and aesthetically unpleas- 
ing Ferrari 

‘The huge UOP transporter arrived late 
after a hectic rush up from Atlanta. Late on 
Monday night the truck had thrown a rod and 
the team had lost a full day in a week which 
was already drastically short. As it was then 
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the overworked mechanics once again found 
themselves working all night to prepare the 
cars, leaving the Atlanta engines in for the 
first’ day of practice. The plan was to change 
to fresh engines that night, Follmer getting 
fan aluminium Reynolds block unit and Oliver 
Yosing the luck of the <oss and having to 
take the older cast-iron block engine 

For this race Goodyear brought out a new 
rear tyre for the Shadows. It was a large: 
26 in OD tyre in a new and as it turned 
out much stickier compound. This new 
‘compound was so much better than the old 
ones with which the Shadows have persevered 
through the first two races that it unearthed 
Something of a new handling problem. With 
‘the tyres working so well, the cars were 
rolling that much more and running onto 
the bump stops very early. It soon became 
‘obvious what was wrong and the bump stops 
were cut back 

‘That was the only problem that the team 
suffered during practice, other than a nasty 
experience for Oliver of the Goodyear tyre- 
explosion di It was in fact, Oliver who 
was the first to discover the problem and 
it struck him at one of the fastest parts of 
the course just before he braked into the old 
Joop at the end of the straight. He too had 

Tong nasty moment, but he was lucky 
ough to miss all the guardrails and got 
away with a shattered left side to the 
Shadow's nose. 

‘After Ollie’s drama Mike Hillman called 
Follmer in and that ended the team's first 
day of practice. The engines were changed 
that night and with the fresh units installed 
both cars were soon down into the low 1m 
40 5 bracket. Oliver however had his qualify- 
ing cut short and was wheeled out of the 
pit lane with a leaking fuel pump. Neverthe 
Tess his best of 1 m 41,223 § was good 
enough for second place on the front row 
beside Follmer. 

‘George once again became obsessed with 
iting as close as possible to Donohue’s 
turbo-Porsche times, and flinging and chuck- 
ing the flat black wedge around the circult 
he came down under the 1 m 40 s mark 
Winding up with a fine 1 m 39.969 s best. 

Behind the Shadows there were a handful 
of the spear carriers who tried hard. By 
far the quickest of all, was Scooter Patrick 
who pushed his US Racing McLaren M20 
extremely hard, dropping wheels on to verges, 
kicking up clouds of dust and managing a 
very good 1m 42.5205 best. It was some- 
thing. of an. inspiring effort from the 
California veteran, an effort which stood out 
boldly from yet’ another flat and dismal 
CanAm practice. 

‘John Cordts did another clean 
driving the ex-Patrick MSF and was aj 
fourth fastest (1. m 45.779 5), just plpping 
Lothar Motschenbacher for’ the place. 
Motschenbacher seems to have got right back 
into the swing of things now and was driving 

well as ever at the Glen. The third row 
was filled by the two red Ferraris of Herbert 
Muller and Sam Posey. The 512 of Muller 
was getting progressively flatter at the top 
tnd of the range as well as having a recur- 
Fence of the fuel starvation problem which 
had afflicted the car at Mosport. The fuel 
problem was readily solved the night after 
Qualifying when the suspicion of the baffles 
in the tank collapsing was proved correct on 
inspection, 

Posey's 712M groved to be as evil as 
expected and as well as a whole list of hand- 
ling problems there was also a fading brake 
situation, Right at the end of practice as 
Sam rushed into the hard right after the pits 
and. stabbed at the brake pedal it went 
‘Straight to the floor. Sam pumped hard at the 
pedal, banging his foot badly against the 
Bullhead and flinging the cumbersome 
Ferrari around in a rash of spins. It was 
enough to make Posey decide not to race the 
car, particularly with his right foot proving 
to be very painful 


HEAT and FINAL 


‘Just before the early Saturday morning warm- 
up the NART people ran around the garage 
inviting various people to drive their car. 
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behind the UOP Shadows, 


A. number of them refused but when they 
came to Brian Redman he said to himself, 
“sure, why not?" What else could one 
expect from Brian. He managed four laps in 
the car and in spite of 

istics he decided to ave a 
things worked out in the heat 

It wasn’s much of a race, that 20 lap 
sprint. The two Shadows immediately pinched 
away from the fleld, Folimer leading Oliver 
and working hard at pulling away through 
the first few corners. Patrick managed to 
stay with Oliver for a few laps and Cordis 
kept Scooter in sight while the rest, led by 
Motschenbacher fell back. 

Folimer rushed away at the front pulling 
‘out a good, clean second lap to Oliver who 
was driving idily and carefully. But then 
around the 10th lap Follmer started to fall 
back rapidly and by the end of the next lap 
Ollie had caught right up to his mate from 
& distance of 12 seconds jus: seven smiles 
‘earlier. Next time round and there was 
Oliver well ahead of Follmer who pulled 
straight into the pits with a broken front 
shock absorber. 

So we now had Oliver leading by a huge 
margin to Redman? Sure enough Brian 
had forced up to fifth place a few laps 
earlier, working quickly and easily through 
the midfield lot and then suddenly finding 
himself in second. Just as Follmer ran into 
his troubles Patrick and Cordts pulled their 
skyblue MeLarens off with broken engines, 
while earlier Motschenbacher had stopped 
with no oll pressure. 

‘So the last half dozen laps were a slow 
bore, with Ollie driving easily and conserv- 
atively to the end and Brian taking a worth- 
while second nearly a minute behind the 
Shadow. John Gunn found himself an 
ecstatic third by the end, both he and 
Herbert Muller's weakening’ Ferrari coming 
home a full lap and more behind Oliver. 

‘With Patrick, Cordts and Motschenbacher 
looking like very unlikely starters (in fact, 
Cordts’ team had packed up and gone home 
that evening), looked as if the final was 
going to be worse even than Atlanta. We 
hoped for good things from a sore and 
aching Follmer (he was in pain from a 
rained wrist and back muscles—a vestige 
parently, of bis Mosport cesting shunt), 
and an enthusiastic Andretti. And of course, 
from that historic NART Ferrari and its 
always energetic driver. 

Early on Sunday morning a spare engine 
arrived for Scooter Patrick. It was a hastily 
Gnished engine and with only a few minutes 
warm up just before the race Patrick was 
planning a steady and careful run. The grid 
was belstered somewhat with the addition of 
Milt Minter’s Auto Zipper Alfa Romeo T33 
while Arturo Merzario. was nominated tc 
Grive the works TT33 Alfa instead of Andretti 

‘After driving in the six hours on Saturday 
afternoon Follmer found his strained back 
beginning to feel exceptionally weak and that 
night he was treated and told to stay in bed 
until 2 pm on Sunday afternoon. Naturally 


Brian Redman drove the much modified NART Ferrari 712M and should have finished third 


here were fears that Follmer might not have 
been able to drive so David Hobbs was nomi- 
nated as reserve for George’s Shadow. 

It was bound to be a tight start with George 
Follmer starting from the fifth row, Patrick 
behind him and Merzario and Minter at the 
back of the 17 car grid. Herbert Muller didn 
start when his crew couldn't coax any oll 
pressure out of his Ferrari, Follmer had the 
situation well weighed up and as he came out 
of the final turn before the green flag; he 
started accelerating hard so that he drove into 
he first turn in fourth place and wiggled out 
in third right behind Oliver and Redman, As 
they funnelled into the sweeping Esses, 
Minter flung his way inside Nagel, who was 
just beginning to edge inside somebody as the 
‘old Lola continued its swoop across the road 
squeezing Minter’s Alfa tight against the guard 
rail before the red car flashed around and 
cannoned across the road backwards into the 
outside guard rail, Minter jumped out un- 
injured but for five laps the broken car lay 
across the outside edge of the track before 

tow sruck could move it. 

After the first lap the Shadows had, of 
course, broken clear, only Redman was ‘still 
keeping them insight, driving fast and hard 
with the difficult Ferrari, Patrick was up 40 
fourth while Merzario was eighth and working 
carefully through the midfield bunch, By lap 
two the Alfa was through this lot and up to 
fifth and began a lights blazing chase of 
Patrick. 

For a while the two Shadows chased around 
together Follmer managing to bring six laps 
of pressure to Oliver. But Oliver was very 
sure to keep any holes tightly covered; by 
the fifteenth lap Follmer began to tire and 
started to ease off during the final ten laps 
George became very groggy as he visibly 
struggled to hold his head up right through 
the faster corners and Oliver was able to 
pull well clear winning ultimately by 26 s, 

Patrick closed up on Redman briefly but 
with the McLaren's engine fluffing badly and 
being some 500 revs down Scooter could do 
nothing about holding the Ferrari. Brian pulled 
well away enjoying himself no end, tossing 
and tweaking the big car around the circuit 
with immense vigour. But then on the twelfth 
lap a tyre defaulted and Redman pulled off. 

‘So it was now Patrick in third with Mer- 
zario still chasing him from ten seconds 
astern. For a while the little Alfa driver 
was able £0 chip away Mt the McLaren's lead 
bur then Patrick found his engine packing 
up a little and he was able to edge away 
again. Then Merzario pulled onto the grass 
with a dead engine and the last interest in 
the race disappeared. 
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PONTYPOOL PARK 


Alister Douglas-Osborne took his Brabham BT38 to a good fourth place in the Top 10 run-off 


Close climbing: records fall 


The eighth round of the RAC Hill Climb 
Championship held on the recently resurfaced 
Pontypool course last weekend saw some of 
the most incredible motoring seen on a hill for 
many a long day with Mike MacDowel again 
scoring a maximum in the championship run 
off with the Brabham Repeo but such was the 
competition that the 

he run off Ken MacM 

jowel and. all 
3" hilt record. 


top ten beat Richard Thwai 
yet with the MeLaren M1OB, 

Two saloon car classes opened the meeting 
with the touring cars in their own division. 
and there was never any doubt about the 
Winner as Terry Tattam rocketed his Mini 
Cooper to the top in 37.67 s and headed the 
Escort RS2000 of Stuart Bensley by over 3 ss, 
but in the special saloon car class both 
Chris Cramer's Mini records went for 
chop. Des Weyman was the man who took 
the large record and the class win with = 
great effort in his Mini Cooper $ at 33.16 5 
but equally impressive was the climb of Alan 
Cox who despite having just one litte of 
John Brown Motors Cooper $ took an excel- 
lent second place and a new one litre record 
at 33.43 s in the process holding off the class 
Winning car this time in the hands of Roger 
Walding by just 0.08 s 

The large marque sports car class always 
belonged to the superb Cobra of Paul 
Channon who very nearly clipped Tony 
Bancroft's class record with a well controlled 
‘climb of 33.92 s to head home the similar car 
of Tony Brown by over a second whilst the 
Elan of Stuart Watts just pipped Simon 
Brookman's TVR for third place with an 
effort at 35.82 s. As expected the John Brown 
Motors Aldon Sprite of Russ Ward wiped up 
the small mod sports car class and at last 
clipped John Northcroft’s class record leaving 
tat 34.33 s and heading home the well driven 
Clan of Di MacMaster by over 2 5 with John 
Hall's blown Midget just over a half second 
down in third place, 

The Clubmen's class saw a considerable 
amount of place swopping on the second 
runs with Jeremy Hunt’ really stamping his 
mark on the proceedings with the U2 Mk 11B 
to stop the clock at 31.58 s and take victory 
and a new class record. Stephen Madge with 
his much older Mk 6/8 version really threw 
all caution to the wind and was rewarded 
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with a time of 32.31 s and second place with 
John Wilson third by dint of bis first climb 
in the ex-Morris brothers U2 having drifted 
on to the grass on his second run and so 
his first run time having led at one point left 


him third 0.06 s down on Madge. Martyn 
Griffiths continued his unbeaten run with the 
twin cam U2 in the next class with a climb 


of 31.25 s which gave him victory and nine 
more Woking Motors Leaders points thus 
keeping Russ Ward well and truly back in 
second place. Second in the sports racing up 
to 1600 ce ciass with his immaculate U2 was 
Brian Keane at 33.43 5, 0.7 s ahead of 
Stephen Cuff who despite being overgeared 
made a fairly impressive debut in the ex-Ford 
France Taydec FVA. 

‘The large sports racing car class saw a rare 
old battle between the Chevron B23 of John 
Cleland and the ex-David Good Martin BMS 
of Richard Brown with both under 30s on the 
first runs and Brown just ahead by OA s. 
Cleland however made no mistakes the second 
time and produced a superb)run to tie up the 
class with a near hill recofd breaking climb 
of 29.53 s whilst Brown was slightly slower 
than before although his first climb of 29.85 s 
gave him second spot well clear of the BMC 
‘engined U2 Mk 8B of Norman Hutchins. 

The up to 1100 cc racing cars followed 
with Alan Richards and the blown Gryphon 
3AR again the combination to beat for not 
only was he the model of consistency but his 
climb of 31.05 s gave him not only the class 
win but also a new record whilst also under 
the old mark was Terry Smith with the 
Huntsman Vixen with a pleasing 31.42 s just 
under a second clear of the third placed 
Terrapin of the smiling John Frampton who 
was pushed hard by the similar car of David 
Gould, 

Two classes followed for the up to 500 ce 
racing cars and of those complying to the 500 
‘Owners Association regulations it was Barry 
Brant who was in great form with the Cooper 
Triumph taking 2 5 off the class record with 
a grass cutting climb of 33.49 s whilst the 
second placed and most entertaining combina. 
ton of Tim Cameron and the Joe Potts 
Special also clipped the old record with a 
climb of 35.30 s which only headed Ron Warr 
by 0.08 s with Leaders challenger Barry Oddy 
just a further 0.11 s down in fourth place. Of 
the modern cars Peter Voigt again amazed 


everyone and gained a lot of Welsh fans with 
a demon screaming run in the Voigt Renwick 
Special at a new class record of 32.21 which 
was over 3 s clear of the Honda powered 
Hocus Pocus of Paul Rhys. The up to 1600 cc 
racing car class saw the small cars breaking 
the 30 s barrier for the first time at Pontypool 
with David Franklin again leading the way 
in the Huntsman Ensign with a brilliant second 
climb after first run throttle problems of 
29.31 s whilst also under the half minute was 
the very much back on form Ken MacMaster 
who ushered the GRD to the top in 29.76 5 
to make the top ten run off whilst third-in 
the class was the Ensign FVA cf David Morris 
although unable to break the 30 s barrier. 

‘The final class of the day for the big racing 
ears was records all the way again with Mike 
MacDowel again well in charge with the 
Brabham Repco at 28.92 s but he was chased 
hard by the Grunhalle Lager March of Chris 
Cramer with a fine 28.98 s with Richard 
Shardlow also well in the hunt just a further 
jenth of @ second back with the Chevron B25. 
He was just under half a second clear of the 
SGT Marlyn DFV of Sir Nicholas Williamson 
who was just 0.015 in front of the Brabham 
Repco of John Cussins while a climb of 
29.63 s in the Temple Row Brabham gave 
Alister Douglas-Osborn 0.06 s in hand over 
the very much in form Brabham Buick of 
Nigel Pow. Roy Lane with a mistake in his 
second run in the McRae took eighth place 
with his first time of 29.74 s just 0.06 s ahead 
of Tony Griffiths who was just * bumped" out 
of the top ten by MacMaster while Tony 
Bancroft and David Good also failed to make 
the championship run off. 

‘Ken MacMaster and the BRD were the tenth 
fastest qualifiers and despite a best run inside 
the old hill record at 29.33 s they could not 
better tenth place a tenth of a second behind 
Shardiow. whose second run was ruined by 
his proverbial misfire although he had man- 
aged a most creditable 29.21 s on the first 
run, Cramer's first run with the March at 
20.17 s was the one which counted as he 
Selzed the rear end solid at the start of the 
Second run and so was destined to finish 
eighth only. Things got really tight for seventh 
with Franklin recording 29.14 8 on both runs 
and. then Pow, with another fine drive, 
equalling the time but sixth place went to 
Franklin on aggregate. Fifth place fell to Roy 
Lane by dint of his first climb of 29.12 5 
(really close hill climbing) and he was pipped 
by 0.08 5 by ADO who improved by 3 s on his 
second climb, After a tatty first run. Sir 
Nicholas Williamson, despite a slightly fluffy 
DFV, managed a very fine 28.90 s to take 
third place. It was the two Repco powered 
Brabhams which led the way with Cussins 
taking just 28,76 s for his second climb but 
‘once again MacDowel was the master and just 
to prove the point his first run took just 
28,60 s, and he exactly repeated it the second 
time and now must, barring any unfortunate 
Incidents, be almost certain to take the title 
this year although it is still not quite a 
100 per cent certainty. 


ROBIN BOUCHER 
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Hinde supreme — Autocross specials fail 


AUTOCROSS 


Trials and tribulations 


Battered, bruised, broken and, in one case, a 
little bemused and bewildered. That was the 
story that came from the latest round of the 
Casirol/BT&RDA Autocross Championship 
when the championship visited Cleworth Hall, 
‘near Manchester, last Sunday. Now 
ajor tales of woe: Mike Turpin 
stripped the diff (John Bevan never arrived 
having had towing-car problems), Roger Brunt 
broke the gearbox for the second week on the 
trot, Bruce Rushton broke his 
not’ competitive thereafter 
ruined a brand new engine and Dave Fuell 
had the mother and father of rolls to emerge 
with a smile but a battered Delpower Mini 

Numerous other retirements, including the 
oss of a wheel by the Renault of Mr and Mrs 
Whitworth, punctuated an otherwise normal 
day. Quickest man to emerge from the carnage 
was Terry Smith who did 1m 41.8 on his 
second run to beat Nick Seymour in the 
only competitive Special left running. Smith 
collected an unusual trophy presented by the 
‘sponsors, his second class win, and this could 
herald a determined effort from the Midlander 
to retain his crown, 

The standard car class produced 11 cars 
and wins for Martin Barnard, inevitably, and 
‘equally for Muriel Banks. Datsun Barnard beat 
Colin Wild's Capri by nearly 2s and Muriel 

in fine form to beat the 2m barrier 

her Cooper getting down to 1m 58.8 5 
‘The rally car class produced only three cars 
Escort TC) had no trouble in 

from G. Battersby's Escort 


almost in a different class 
he romped away to his 
seventh class win with his Solihull Motors 
Mini in the up to 870cc Mini class. He 
finally finished with 1 m 47.6 s which left Clive 
Holland (rebuilt from his previous week's 
shunt), by 45 with Bob Duthie taking third 
by a whisker from Allan Meredith after they 
had tied on 1m 53.08. While Dick Keen and 
Bob Merridale waged their usual battle for 
supremacy in the first of the two conventional 
saloon classes, Graham Hathaway quietly stole 
the thunder. After breaking his twin cam the 
week before he made the journey north with 
@ pushrod slotted Into his Escort and with a 
1m 466s he pipped Keen by three-tenths 
while Merridale, not his usual exuberant self, 
‘was down the field in third, the latter pair 

in their usual Escorts. 
‘Although he only had one run Paul Northall 
cleaned up the pathetic entry of only three 
He collected, the, class with 


co-drove the GT6 into second after a tie with 
1m 48.65 while poor Rob Gibson was third 
but might well have been second but broke a 
shock absorber on his second run. Dowson did 
his second run in third gear and the unit 
will have to be rebuilt. The rear-engined class 
was not much better supported and John 
Cotton was happy to collect his first glass 
tankard with Im 59.4 in his Imp Sport leav- 
1g Peter Nicholson and Graham Malcolm to 
share their Imp and finish in that order. 
‘With Roger Brunt completing only two 
very quick laps out of three before the gear- 
box broke Frank Morris was left with an 
opportunity for a reasonably easy nine cham 
plonship points and he duly collected them 
with a 1m 46.15 which left Derek Pittaway 
by some 3s while Bruce Male was third 
with Im 49.45 after failing to get a time 
on his first run. On a day when few people 
collected penalties, one that did, and It cost 
him dearly, was Mike Wood, the Port Talbot 
Escort man who had a certain second pli 
whipped. away by his ‘indiscretion and when 
the gearbox played up later on his cup was 
full of woe. The very well driven and nicely 
turned out Anglia of Alister Thompson took 
the pot of gold with Im 46.6s with Alister 
Lyall's Escort second on 1m 46.95 while 
Tan Smith collected third in his Escort on 
Tm 48.2 5, 
Twenty cars turned up for Class G but 
after Smith had put in a blinding practice run 
‘wanted to turn round and go 
in front. When it 
counted he still stamped his mark on the 
class with Lm 42.65 first time and this wai 
reduced to 1m 41.8 on the second. Graham 
Hathaway, after a middling first run, got the 
hang of the course and collected second and 
six valuable points with 1m 432s while the 
ultra consistent Tony Vernon did a couple 
of 1m 45.58 run to beat Geoff Dodd by 
slightly more than half a second. 

H, for Specials, was a great dis 
appointment for out of 13 entries only four 
contested the event and only three got a 
time, With Mike Turpin doing but a lap Nick 
Seymour had nothing to beat except himself 
and his Lm 42.48 was BTD on the first runs 
but he was over a second slower subsequently 
and he had to be satisfied with his second 
class win. 


Yes, it-really was this wet at Lydden last Sunday, and yes, they did race. Doug Wood floats 
his Ginetta through the Chessons watersplash during the FF event. 


Brabham’s BTD 


SPRINT 


Rose fails so 
Knowles’ BTD 


With Bob Rose's McLaren letting him down 
for once, he did practise only for the car to 
expire on him without warning, it was left 
to two drivers in Brabhams to battle it out 
for BTD at last Sunday's SUNBAC sprint at 
Curborough. Victory went to lan Knowles 
in his BTI9 who got down to 32.25 on a 
fine day while David Render had to be satis- 
fied with first in class with his BT35 in 
32.68. Ted Lewis, who took third on his 
first run with 342° had a nasty fright on 
his second outing for the throttle on his 
Lotus 41C stuck open as he attempted to 
exit from the hairpin and he clobbered and 
climbed the earth safety bank but was un- 
harmed. 

‘Stephen Courts and Nick Stephens collected 
the places in the six car standard car cl 
Courts (Escort), doing 40.5 s to 
42.95 in 
up to 1 litre, at 
in a fine old 
ing only three-tenths of a second apart. The 
Coopers of Alan Hunt, Peter Holland and 
Nell Johnston all got into the 38 s bracket 
with Hunt taking the class in 38.59 s, Holland 
second on 38.63 s and Johnston getting a best 
run of 38.87 s. Norman Adams and Keith 
Holyoake were first and third with thelr 
Cooper Sin the over I-litre class, Adams 
returning 37.1 s to beat John Colley's Cooper 
While Holyoake was down to 38,0 6 at the end, 

The fleet Lotus Europa of Roy Jevons 
inflicted yet another defeat on’ Herbert 
Shepherd's E type in the sports car class, the 
former getting a best run of 38.1 5 
to Shepherd's 38.8 s and Michael Hall motored 
round most purposefully in his Morgan Plus 
8 to collect third with 39.1 5. 

The next three classes had only eight 
entries between them and provided wins for Des 
Richardson (Sprite), Mike Trye (Elan) and 
Cyril Baxter (Marcos), but there were seven 
starters in the sports racing (1300 cc) class. 
This went to Doug Booth's Mk 1 Spectre who 
did" 37.3 s which was Just over. a second 
quicker than Ken Heywood's Cox GTM. Roger 
Williams ‘had little to fear from the other 
two drivers in the over 1300 cc class and 
he took it in 35.3 5 in his Mallock U2. 

"The up to 1600 cc single seater class was 

well supported with 11 entries and R. 
Dull just squeezed home in the cla 
of Richard Lester. Turnbull (Brabham BT35), 
did 32.9 s, Lester returned 33.1 5 with Ted 
Lewis third. David Render took the bigger 
capacity class with his BT35 in 32.65 having 
a comparatively comfortable margin of more 
than a second in hand over John Hinley's 
BT30 who did 33.98 and appropriately won 
the SUNBAC members awat 


@ The Roz Prior Fan Club is now looking for 
‘members, The membership fee is only £1 and 
@ach member will receive membership card, 
Autographed photo of Roz and the new car 
‘and ‘personal information on Roz. A regular 
news-sheet about Roz will keep members 
informed on any TV appearances, race acti- 
Vities etc and all new members will be 
personally introduced to the Fast Lady herself. 
‘A special Roz Prior T Shirt will b ble 
to members at £1.10 each and children's sizes 
‘will be available. All membership enquiries 
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Sports extra 


TRIAL 


Hinde drops only 13 


The second half of the BT&RDA Production 
Car Trial Championship got under way last 
Sunday with the majority of the season's 
leading contenders turning up for the Glossop 
and District CC's Uniflo Brentwood Trial in 
Cheshire. Most striking feature was the win 
ning margin of 42 marks achieved by Geoff 
Spencer in taking the front-engined fwd class 
It must be one of the highest-ever class wins 
and is certainly the most emphatic achieved 
by Spencer. Overall Mike Hinde achieved yet 
another win with his Clan dropping a total 
of 13 marks on 36 sections. 

Driving his newly acquired Cooper for the 
first time in a championship round. Spencer 
sparkled from the word go. At the break, 
taken after 12 tests, It'was all over bar the 
shouting in his class where he had opened 
up a gap of 31 marks over such worthies as 
Brian’ Midgley, John Hodgson and Kevin 
Caley. There was nothing they could do to 
stop the Midlander and he swept on majestic- 
ally to finish on 41 marks, Midgley (Clubman 
GT) was second on 83 marks with Hodgson 
(Min), third on 88 and Caley's Mini on 93 
marks for fourth spot. 

Class 2 started off with a four 
but ended rather sadly for Dave 


TRIAL 
Singer's conditions 


Dry, wet and then dry conditions gave the 
83 competitors at last Sunday's Singer Owners 
Club halfday Trial plenty to think about at 
Long Vale, Aldershot when 24 sections were 
tackled on army land. The event, a round of 
both the ACSMC Championship as well as the 
BT&RDA Production Car Trial Championship, 


followed the usual practice of the Singer 
Owners who do not declare an outright 
winner, 


‘There were 12 starters in the front-engined: 
forward class and this finally went to Graham 
Lindley in his 1275 with a score of 126 marks 
He and Alan Terry shared the car and at 
‘the interval Terry was second, only one mark 
behind. But he blotted his copybook to drop 
to third behind Barry Score’s 1275 after the 
break, Score having a 130 mark total—the 

meas Terry—but he had better figures 
‘overall, Terry had to be satisfied with best 
‘Singer Owners" award. 

Bristol Light Car Club members David 
Harris and David Evans took the first two 
places in the next class which had eight 
entries. Harris led throughout to total 84 
marks in his Escort while Evans (Escort), 
finished on 95 marks. At the halfway mark 
Harris had only a four mark lead and in 
the second half as Evans faded a little John 
Simmons-Hodge battled on well and came 


Jan Blackburn's Singer Nine was third in Class 3, seen here ona dark trial 
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lost first gear on his Sport in the later 
stages and dropped to fourth. Seven marks 
separated Charles Barter (Popular) from Mike 
Stephens (Mexico), Slater and Denis Wells 
(Skoda) after the first third of the event, 
Barter had 25 against his name to Stephens's 
31, Slater on 33 and Wells on 35. 

‘The change of conditions seemed to suit 
the Pop, and Barter pulled away to beat 
Stephens by 10 marks, his score of 36 marks 
meaning he only dropped eight marks on 24 
jections, a feat which was equalled by Colin 
falentine (Imp), which only Hinde was able 
to contest dropping just one point in the 
afternoon! With Slater having to do the last 
five tests using second, Denis Wells nipped 
into third place eight down on Stephens. 

‘With only seven competitors the sports car 
class was a two-man battle all day, Malcolm 
Brown (Sprite) failing to be a major threat 
to either Mike Harrison or Brian Betteridge. 
Harrison scored a 16 marks win over the 
Sprite of Betteridge, finishing with a total of 
40 marks. The class w 
Harrison and Betteridge 
ent sections and they were unable to keep 
an eye on each other until _much later, by 
which time Harrison had nipped into a lead 


wnich was sumcient to keep him ahead for 
the rest of the day. Brown's total of 97 
marks was disappointing. 

Colin Valentine was never in any real 
trouble in defending an initial lead in the 
smaller powered rear-engine class. He stepped 
off well and with 33 marks dropped on the 
first tour, he had a lead of seven over K. 
Crook (imp) with the rest of the 12 entries 
In the class well spread out. The Imp Sport 
went from strength to strength and by equal- 
ling Barter’s second half total of eight marks 
only, Valentine emerged the class winner by 
21 marks, with V. Pashley (Imp) third and 
M. Phillips (Imp), fourth. 

‘With Hinde not even showing signs of any 
rust after the summer lay-off It was a ques- 
tion of who ‘would be second in Class 5, 
Hinde, 12 marks, dropped at an average of 
‘one per section in the first period, was 11 
marks up on Colin Valentine and he finished 
the best of the Imp brigade with 39 marks 
lost to Hinde's 23. marks. G. Milligan and 
Reg Busby, both in Imps, weighed in with 
a 49 mark total, Milligan’ getting the third 


vary 


close to taking second with his Popular 
weighing in with a 97 mark total 

‘With only 23 marks lost at the break Peter 
Kempson (Singer 14) led the redoubtable 
Bill Moffatt by two. marks, Someone must 
have told Kempson because his moment of 
@lory in the sports car class was not 10 last 
and he dropped a further 70 marks thereafter 
10 lose the class to Paul Skelton's Midget who 
totalled 80 marks which was 13 fewer than 
Kempson. The Singer Le Mans of lan Black: 
burn notched third on 116 marks, the slippery 
conditions not helping either of the Singer 
drivers 

The struggle for honours in the first of 
the rear-engined classes was always between 
John Young and Max Forman. Both in 875 
Imps Forman, having his best ever run in the 
event, led Young by four 29 marks to 33 
marks at the break and they stayed very 
close for the rest of the day with Young 
finally edging home by two marks with 
score of 5 marks. Alan Foster's VW 
third on 91 marks having made a good re. 
covery in the second half but Bill Temple 
who was third. with his Fiat 850 initially 
dropped away to a 106 marks total and was 
only fourth in a class of 14. 

‘As expected Bill Moffatt was in complete 
command of Class 5 with his large-engined 


Ginetta and his total of 54 marks lost for the 
24 sections was the lowest of the day. He 
was 14 marks ahead of John Andrews's Imp 
at the break and finally beat him by 32 
Jnarks. Seven Buggies turned up to battle for 
Class 7 and this went to Rod Head with a 
total of 58 marks, 

Head, sharing the car with Graham Pettitt, 
was exiremely upset to be docked 12 marks 
for arriving too late at the last section before 
lunch (when it was bucketing down) but all 
went well thereafter and Head finished 18 
marks up on Graham Appleyard's Buggy with 


Pettit third on an 82 mark total 


AUTOTEST 
Champion comfortably 


Reigning Assn of SE Motor Clubs Autotest 
Champion Geoff James was in grand form Yast 
weekend when he comfortably won the Bexley 
Light Car Club's restricted autotest within 
the boundaries of Woolwich Barracks on 
Sunday. Completing the 12 tests in 992.6 
won the Leo Cup and his Cooper S was 
some 45 s quicker than the rest of a field 
of 28 starters. 

Class A, for Cooper S types and sports 
cars went’ to Alan Stagg in his Cooper $ 
with a time of 1037.8 s and this was nearly 
20's better than David Barney's similar car 
while Brian Canning trailed considerably in 
his Midget but was third nevertheless. The 
small Mini brigade comprised 10 runners and 
in ‘the end John Scott took the class on 
1074.8 5 with David Tearle (998 Mini), second 
on 1075.6 s. Tearle seemed to have the cla 
well and truly sewn up for after the 18th 
test he had a lead of 34 s but threw it all 
away on the last two tests where he had a 
dreadful time. Ron Lowles was third in bis 
Cooper on 1184.4 5, 

Paul Gramman (Escort) was alone with his 
Escort in the next class while the smaller 
capacity conventional saloon award went to 
John Calton who took his Mexico round in 
1072.4 s to collect the Handbrake Trophy 
and win the class of six by a street from 
Mick Davis (Mexico). 


Sports extra 


AUTOCROSS 


Mini and TVR 
take honours 
over favourite 


Probably the best supported autocross of the 
year in the south of the country was held 
Inst Sunday in the vicinity of Stapleford 
Tawney, near Abridge, Essex, where West 
Essex CC had a full 120 cars for their 
meeting. By no means favourite for BTD at 
the start was anyone with a L-litre Mini but 
Barry Crump proved that it is not always 
power that wins by taking the major award 
with his 999 Mini in I'm 47.8, Ron Douglas 
was there with his 1600 Escort but he failed 
to collect anything but his class, his best run 
being 1m 49.7 s and this was way off, being 
second best, for that honour went to Jon 
Pharez in his TVR Vixen in 1 m 485 9 and 
gave him the sports car class 

‘The entry was divided into 10 classes and 
the standard saloons led the way and in 
particular It was a battle between the Opel 
Ascona of Geoff Lobb and the Avenger GT 
of John Clinton. The latter finally had to 
give best but only by a second, Lobb turning 
in 2 m 1.8 8, No less than 26 of the 870 
Minis congregated for the honour of taking 
the second class and In the end victory went 
to Ian Thomson who did 1 m 54.1 5, beating 
brother Clive by 14 5 with Anthony Soanes 
third on 1 m 56.6 s. 

‘The front-engined rwd drive class up to 
1300 cc brought out 12 entries and Denis 
Pettitt did his best run of three laps of a 
1,000 yards course in 1m 544 5, leaving 
Roger and Tony Beesley to fight for second 
in their Anglia. There was only four-tenths 
between them, Roger collecting second. Jon 
Pharez really ‘burnt up the course with his 
Vixen and he led the first runs with 1m 
48.5 s and the best of the six other sports 
cars was another Vixen in the hands of John 
Locke albeit some 6 » down 

Brian Prior gained his expected class win 
among the rear-engined brigade, his VW 
doing 1m 498 8 which was a long way 
‘ahead of John Savage in his VW. The 998 
Mini of Duncan and his co-partner in 
the venture, Alan Smith, collected the major 
prizes in the L-litre Mini class in which 18 
competitors were eventually well spaced out 
down the times. Smith took the class with 
1m 496 s to Kirk's 1 m 50.9 s, with Neil 
Henderson some way back with i m 53.9 s 
but still third. 

‘Second biggest entry was in the big con- 
ventional saloons where Douglas had to be 
content with a class win in 1 m 49.7 s. On 
his second run he beat Crump's BTD time by 
one-tenth but he had clobbered a marker and 
that was that. Jim Wicks, also with a 1600 
lump” in his Escort took second on 1 m 
52.8 8, with Steve Whaley third in his Escort 
on 1 m 54.1 5. One of the day's biggest sur- 
prises was the failure of any of the big- 
Cngined Mini men to get into the top five 
Places. Mike Smith took the class his 
1293 cc motor on 1 m 524 5 from Nick 
Wright and Tom Robb, while the best of the 
four Specials was Gordon Baker's Scorpion 
in 2 m 0.1 s. The novice class produced 
seven runners and S. Botty (Mexico), won 
from T. Penrucker (Mexico) by 3 s. 


AUTOCROSS 


Baskerville’s comfortable BTD 


Bickington, near Barnstaple, garage proprietor 


David Baskerville collected BTD with com: 
parative ease at last Sunday's North Devon 
MC. autocross at Sugworth near Winkley 
close to Exeter. In his 1275 Cooper he com 


pleted his best of three runs over a 100 yards 


course in 2m 92 s to beat a field of 46 
competitors who enjoyed ideal conditions 
throughout. Two competitors who had little 
time to appreciate the weather late on were 
Tony Stubbs who rolled his 1293 Mini shell 


into a bundle of rubble on his third run after 
winning his class and Alan Northway's Mini 
also bit the dust hard during practice and he 
had cuts and bruises 

More than half the entry consisted of 
Minis and the best of the 865 cc trio was 
John Potter who got round in 2m 2 
There were 14 in the up to I-litre sector 


i 


here John Yates came from behind to take 
class with 2m 120 s on his third run 
beating Alan Davies's Elf, while Barr 


was down 
ore his roll 


etch, leading after the first r 
to third with 2 m 190 s, Be 


Stubbs had done 2 m 18.4 s to win the over 
Tlitre class and although Dick Griffiths and 
John Thorpe both put up their best times 
on their third runs Griffiths was adrift by 
2145 and Thorpe was a further 2s away in 


third place. 

Tt was unusual for all three places in the 

conventional saloon to go to Vauxhalls, the 

ing. Chris Crockett in his, 2.3 
Firenza, who did 2m 14.8 on his second run, 
to beat Anthony Eyles (Viva) by close to 
6's, while Rodney Eyles was third, also Viva 
mounted. 

Best of six specials was Tom Shilston in 
his well-known Pimpernel, who did 2_m 
10.8 son his initial outing and this was 5s 
quicker than Ken White in Nimrod, who 
got down to his time on his last go. The 

ar class comprised six, and John 
n weighed in with 2 m 22.6 5 in his 
beat Bill Cherry's RS by a second, 


Sevenoaks and District MC 
Above, Peter Voigt was the only class entr 
Lambert gets his Special out of line on the hill 


4 their popular Sutton Valence Hillel 
nt in the V 


b last Saturday 
Below, Donald 


gt Renwick Special. 
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Dealer Team 
Vauxhall 

Sportparts 
Centres. 


Get your 24-page fully 
illustrated Sportparts Catalogue, 


Roalership's i listed below. Ces 


Bentley Bros. petser Lita, 
44 Savile Street, Sheffield $4 7UA, 
Yorks 0742-29281 

Chester Engineering Co., 
Bedford Works, Boughton, Chester. 
0244-24611, 

City Motors (Oxford) Ltd., 
Gloucester Street, Oxford. 48021 
David Marshall Ltd. 

60-70 Shaftesbury A\ 
Belfast BT7 2ES. 32222. 
Drake & Fletcher Ltd., 

‘The Broadway, Maidstone, Kent 
0622 55531 

EJ. Baker Motors Limited, 

1 Lower Famham Road, Aldershot, 
Hat 401 

E.S. Stock Motors Limited, 
Main Road, Copdock. Nr. Ipswich, 
Suffolk. 588. 


oydon, Surrey 


‘Queens Park Parade, Kingsthorpe 
Northampton. 0604-31682 
Hamilton Motors (London) Ltd., 
466-490 Edgware Road. 

London W2 1EL. 01-723 0045, 
Harold Thompson and Sons Ltd., 
‘Tynemouth Road, North Shields, 
land. 089 45-70346, 

8. Robson Ltd., 


Front Street, Consett. 02072-2957. 
Leedhams (York) Ltd., 
Rougier Street, Lendal Bridge, 
York, 0904-25444. 


Nash of Cardiff Ltd., 

Sloper Road, Cardiff. 

0222-387221 

Neville (E.M.V.) Ltd., 

Nottingham Road, Mansfield. 

Notts, 26101 

Ryland Vehicle Group, 

Ryland Street, Birmingham BI6 SBT, 
farwick. 021-454 BIL 

Shaw & Kilburn Ltd., 

‘Two Waters Road, Hemel 

Hempstead, Herts. 51212. 

S.M.T. Sales-Servic: 

Dunkeld Road, Perth. 26241 

‘Thompsons of Hull, 

230-236 Anlaby Road, Hull, E. Yorks 

0482-23681 

‘Wallace Arnold Sal: 

123 Hunsiett Road, Lee 

0832 39911 

Wellington Garages (Oldham) Ltd., 

Huddersfield Road Oldham. Lanes 

061-633 1334 

Sportparts Centres are run by enthusiasts 
for enthusiasts. 


~ 
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NEW CAR GUIDE 


Rattadse we. Fer Shas be eaelbys 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


Oa 


ALFA ROMEO 


simple. If, however, you, do, hav 
la Yo Saaelng ‘Svernomant 

‘with cash in advance, we'll give you a 
remember, 


ASTON MARTIN 


ASTON amr ORS ya. 1970, sive grey with 


WErSehORT. Bitiow Aowee Ss 


DE TOMASO, NEW. PANTERA. Immesias au 
Rondon. "Wit dar Tan ol'Fir Sues OOM 


G21, one new ar, graan with everdetve 


00, miles, 1973, 


eon eae 
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WHEELS 141 


THE VALE 


Open from 9.30 am. to 7 pm—6 days a week. Stock continually changing. Tel: 01-743 9379 or 01-903 6307 
evenings. 


HENLYS OF EWELL 
‘AUSTIN - WOLSELEY - M.6. 


01-394 1441/6 


OFFER THE FOLLOWING 
USED CARS FOR SALE 


LONDON ROAD MOTORS 
OF PETERBOROUGH 


rer: 


A selection of NEW Reliants, MGs, Lotus 
and British Leyland Cars for immediate 
Belivery and export. Please telephone for 
dowails. 

NEW CARS AND EXPORT SALES : 
(01-692 4607 and 01-639 3204 


ALL THE ABOVE CARS ARE COVERED BY THE 
WENLYS SHIELD OF SAFETY GUARANTEE 


Sen tees We ev Pass 
Tel: Peterborough (0733 67177) ewe Sar wniterblack anim. 
After hours Stamford 782516. FEC oF-208 1481/6 Wa. Topaccovsiace tim, Sun 


SAVE OVER £250!! 
L.H.D. 
TRIUMPH GT6 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


RHD model, basic price £1531 
LHD model, our price of £1340 includes 
+ Twelve months’ Road Tax 

% Delivery charge 


MeteEe oct %*& Number oy 


Tol 8866, Melvyn Rutter 
LAMB'S LTD. 
ROVER/TRIUMPH DISTRIBUTORS 


SOUTHEND ROAD, WOODFORD GREEN, ESSEX 
Tel: AUTOSPORT 


SOHO FOR SALE 

(WILTSHIRE) 

Suey : 
01-636 3600 os : 
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USED CARS AND HEAD OFFICE 


639-3204/5/6 


Why not sell 
your sports car 
on this page. 
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ON THE BORDERS OF 
SGT pucks AND BERKS 


GINETTA 


: 172 lotus Sint ONC. Tony 
S § Eee vane areas tore 
73 


1973 Mazda RX2_ Saloon. Leds 
Green, “Rotary cngin antes 


LOTUS ‘SCIMITAR 


1973 Marda__RX3__ Saloon 
Rotary “engine aes 


172 (Get) Manda WX3 Couns. Dare 
Bie. “Rotacy engin nas 


Mazda 1600 Ssicon 
M3000 ‘miles only. 
‘eto 


fon engine 


4971 Capri 2000, GT, Automatic. 
White “with bieck "28,000 ma 


OPEN SinoasSoamsem 


THOMAS MOTORS LTD. 
BLACKPOOL 
Tel : 63337 


Contact us first 
Wwerre the specialists 


LEN STREET LTD. 


67/69 DRAYTON GARDENS 
CHELSEA SW10 


TEL: 01-370 4114 


East Horsleya114 


1973 ASTON MARTIN 


V8, saloon. Grey with dark, biue leather 

omatic,” ait conditioned, radio 
cassetts. Approx. 12,000 miles on the clock. 
£5,750 o.n.0. 


peta Awaust delivery fr the naw Elite. Demonstration Contact F. P. Taylor at 


South Milford (097-768) 2206 re. Contact : John Webb 021-236 7022 during office hours, 
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DON'T BE OFF THE ROAD WITH AN 
B BEGoodrich J AMERICAN CAR 


GET YOUR SPARES & TYRES FROM 


ID. IB. MOTORS 


Tel: 0533 634343 of Leicester 


2500 1972., Auto 
hery” ed. cieth 


FERRARI DINO. 286 GT. Absolutely 


New Lotus Elite 
New Lotus Europe Special 
New Scimitar GTE Manual 


R. PRATT LTD. 

(Distinguished Cars) 

262/270 High Street 
Sutton, Surrey 


3900 ¢¢. Big vaive 
", Owner 1 
Red 


Twin ‘cam. Colorado 
© 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


DICK LOVETT 
SPECIAL CARS 


Agents for Lancia, Reliant, Scimitar, Porache 


‘and’ Ferrari ‘Dino Ry Us LAST FoR THE wesT DEAL 


Tol : 01-643 3388 


Salat open Yam-tom. Sat, Yam-tom. 


Offer the following selection of NEW AND 
‘USED CARS of the highest quality. 


NEW CANS 
Kerrart Dino Spyder” etal 


MW 20e2. ‘Mathwall prepared, all extras. 


USED CARS 


And Ferrarh 248, GT P+2 Ganmetal, 4.000 
agra Ferrari GTC. Silver, 11,000 miles ‘thee 


I Daytona. ‘Yellow. 10.000 miles 


ROBIN 
HAMILTON 


“Aston Martin Specialists” 
Offer from stock : 
1967 ASTON MARTIN DB6 Auto- 
matic. Power 


assisted steering. 


Oyster shell with crimson leather 
trim, Superb car, maintained by us 
for past 3 years. Not cheap—but an 
outstanding buy at £1,750. 


1961 ASTON MARTIN DB4. Green 
with matching trim. Recent recon- 
ditioned engine, 
Good chrome, good trim, poor body. 
£700. 


new clutch, ete. 


1964 ASTON MARTIN DBS. 5 speed 
gearbox. Fiesta red with black trim. 
A very sound car and we are 
presently reconditioning the engine. 
£1,750. 


1964/65 DB 5's. Choice of 3 more. 
All manual. 1 Vantage and 2 stan- 
dard engines. 


SERVICING @ SPARES @ REBUILD- 

ING @ RACE PREPARATION, etc. 

Tel: BURTON-ON-TRENT (0283) 
812744 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


TVR GINETTA 
Fos — 


GELDER AUTOMOBILES LTO \, 


Tel, Shelfield 53226 
GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


LENHAM SPORTS CARS LTD. 


‘Tels Wrouxhton 812387 


PORSCHE 


Accessories and secondhand spares 
for 911/912/914 


Soom 
65 High Street, Iver, Bucks 
Please note new telephone number 
Cedarwood (07538) 2170. 
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SAE Newsury W. J. RILEY 


MOTORS LTD. Sports and Thoroughbred Motor Cars Ltd. 


offer the following vehicles Racing and Vintage Preparation and Repairs Offer the following for 


sale 


Sept 73 Jensen Interceptor Ill. 5000 miles 
£7150 


Des: Fa, AMR Disiedgton “thoes Been 1935 BENTLEY 3}-LITRE TOURER, white, retrimmed £5,000 
4000 miles £7150 1947 MK. 6 BENTLEY, resprayed, good condition £750 
Mar 73 Jensen Interceptor Il. Havana tan. 1952 MK6 BENTLEY, perfect condition, 91,000 miles from new £1,750 
‘ 1965 MASERATI SEBRING, very good condition £1,800 


pt 72 Jensen Interceptor til. Brazilia/ 
tan. 23,000miles £5600 Main Agents Bosch Fuel Injection, 


May, 71 Jensen Mk Il FF. Quartz, 32,000 Station Garage, Tenbury Wells, 
bates Worcestershire. 

Aug 71 Jensen Interceptor I, Metallic Tel: 0584 810482. 
Quartz. 29,000 miles ‘£4540 


1969 Jensen Interceptor Mk I. Quartz  gaeensncaeeen am 
blue #1600 . . 
1970 4.2 E Type. 42,000 mis, Beige £1350 STUART 1 uate ceavar snare MOTORS Bridge Garage Racing 
Broomhal, 

Manor Lane, Nantwich, Cheshire Sedlescombe, Sussex 

Tel: Aston 300 (STD 027-078) Tel: Sediescombe 202 and 535 
Halesowen, Worcs. 1972 CAMARO 228, Auto, PAS. ec. A beaut 
021-550 7611 pear pelle, Ae ns ERR 1969 Bho eu Int Redback £078 
1972 ESCORT SPORT 1300. Mag wheels. One MERLYN Formula 4 of Formula Mono- 
| Lec Phieratoye! -= posto, complete with Comworth 
FERRARI ENTHUSIAST We Dpart throught in'bate biuS Rows tees CSET Mic'6" Hewinnd 1,180 
saree, Seepeat 5 1967 LOTUS ELAN, Reconditioned 


engine, rebuilt by Fl. mech 
guaranteed perfect, | extr 

Clude roll bar, 4 point harness, 
radio, ‘ete, 748 


COMMER COACH TRANSPORTER. 
Carry single seater and Mini, 5 
berth. ‘cooker, sink, water stor- 
ape, "ete £290 


Ferrarl 265 GT 2+2 Farina. Late 1968. Res UK 
Lo7l, One owner since, 209, ofiers 

Pate We'd Cam all alloy, engines, Verran engineered. 

Fiat Dino Bertone 2+2 Coupe, ‘rey. in beaut 


1969 FIREBIRD 400 Convertible. Ram Air 


Pag. aiectric windows. Supers original 


1968 CAMARO 228 302. Manus! etc. This very 
Zovered under 20.500. miles trom 
ater: Berk 


SROUP_! CAMARO 228. CHOICE OF 2. READY 
To RACE CONTACT FOR DETAILS 


DISPOSAL fs mh 
l: 
| 


Group | Camaro preparation and sales 


| ees 


Sports and performance car specintirs_ 
————— 


GERRY MARSHALL 


SLOAN MARSHALL 


SMG  caraces 


Tie SPORTSCAR specialists 
1974 180 Lale, Auto. As new C9950 
1973 Marina 1.8 T/C. 11,000 mis ens, 
1972 Daimler Sovereign 42. Sun rool, electric 

‘ease 


1969 Alte Romee 1750 GTV. Bive/tan int C895 


1872 Opel Commodore Coupé. 15.000 mis 
Shute radi ess 


1967 Renault 16. Reg DAN 61 595, 
1968 VW Variant Est. Peru green cans 


1967 Plymouth Baracuda Coupé. Auto, sun 
‘ayn. rade od 


in Lincotnshire 


1906 Austin Mini. New engine 1872... €295 
1968 Rover 3600. Auto. 44,000 mis 75 


973 Datsun Cherry 100A Ext. 1 own 
56-58 Bares High Sireet, SW13 


Sales : 01-876 $245 
Works : 01-876 9171 


2 
NORTHGATE, SLEAFORD 
Tol: (052 $9) 2728 


Marshall Wingfield Ltd, 856 Finchley Road, 
Londen NW11. 
‘Tel: 01-458 4208, 
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Unbeatable cars 
from on 
unbeatable dealer. 


fener ee ae 
NASH CARS 


414/418 SPEEDWELL ROAD, 
BRISTOL BS15 1ES 
Tel: (0272) 670001 
ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL 


DEAL ON THE RX3 ROTARY 


1973 cars the price you paid when new 
1969 cars at least £500, perhaps more. 
Other cars at correspondingly high 
prices 


) EMBLEM SPORTS CARS (UK) LTD. 
PIMPERNE GARAGE 
ORD DORSET. 


F@FPAPL | ono oistrisurors FOR WARWICKSHIRE Tel: Wolston 2285/6 


MERCEDES-BENZ 
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GEOFF RICHARDSON FOR THE VERY BEST IN 
ENGINEERING LTD. SUSPENSION SETTING 
Crank track sorting. Accident repairs. Fibreglass repsirs and 
OFFER FOR SALE ‘ail aopects of race car preparation. 
1 FVC ENGINE Contact 
1 LATEST SPEC FORMULA ATLANTIC ENGINE RACE PREPARATION SERVICE 
1 LOLA 282/8DG AS NEW WITH NUMEROUS SPARES The @tetine 
Plus various secondhand FVG spares ‘Aiea peaanacicwaiies 
Tel : Kimbolton 733 Tel: Cambridge (0223) 44193 


AUTOSPORT. JULY 18, 1974 


MARCH 703 F4 


Complete and ready to 
race. Change of _ plans 
forces reluctant sale to 
include: Tow car, 4-wheel 


res, ratios, purpo! 
Recessary. One race since complete overhaul. Absolutely 
immaculate. Must sell therefore offered at rockbottom 

of £1,000 to effect immediate sale. No offers, no time-wasters. 
Tel: Guildford 63278/32372 


FORMULA 5000 


6 races only. Immaculate condition. Will sell 
complete with engine or will split. Many spares, 
etc. and proper transporter. 
Anything taken in part exchange. 

For further details phone: 

01-568 3259 day, 
01-997 3641 evening. 
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GROUP 1 CAMAROS 


Choice of 228 Camaros fully prepared to Group 1 
specification. Both ready to race. Prices from £3250. 


Stuart Graham Motors, 
Broomhall, Nantwich, Cheshire 
Tel : Aston (STD 027-078) 300 


Chevrolet V8 preparation and service 


EX TAYLOR/SCHECKTER 


F5000 TROJAN 101 


Winner L & M Series 1973 
Complete and ready to race. Spare wheels, Smith engine, 
Suitable F5000, Hill Climbs, Sprints or Formule Libre racing. 


SURE WINNER FOR 
£5250 
TEL: DERBY 48974 


1972 TAYDEC SPORTS RACER 


&x Shell France car. Ready to race. Good history. 
Fitted 1600 FVA with C cams. Engine only practised 
since rebuild by Smith. Spare Monocoque, uprights, 
wheels. Will split or part-exchange. 


Stephen Cuff 
Tel: Westbury 3068 (Wilts) or Melksham 708344 


Ex-works Alpine Renault 1600S 
Group 4. Usual works modifications, 
price £2750 ono. Part exchange 
considered. Hire purchase available. 


Telephone : 


KENDAL 23489 


NEW F 5000 CARS 


LISTER XH5-AVTECH 


F 5009 Avtech engines 
F Atlantic Avtech engines 
Avtech—Leaders in Automotive Engine and Vehicle 
Design 
Details from: Derek Hawkins, 
Lister-Hawkins Racing, Oakley (Bedford) 
Tel: Oakley 3870 
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McLAREN M10B 
F.5000 


Ready to race or hill climb. Must be cheap at £2,500. 


Part exchange considered. 
Tel : 0224 24170. 


IPPOKAMPOS 1974 MONACO F3 GRAND PRIX 
WINNER FOR SALE. A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY 
TO MOVE STRAIGHT INTO THE TOP OF F3. 


2100 
2nd March 743 roiling chassis and gearbox £2900 
3 ultra competitive Holbay Pinto engines, tot with paid-up 
Holbay ‘service Contract Yor 1974, £4000 ‘or ‘E1308 each 
Spare wheels, tyres, ratios, etc 
Alla good conehtion. 6 short races trom new. 
Fast 2-cer Gediord cosch transporter, complete equips 
Fast 2ecar Bedford coach transporter £750 
‘Complete Equipe 
£10,000 plus VAT ono 
All prices plus VAT and open to offer 
WALTON-ON-THAMES 43884 OR BYFLEET 42159 
29 AMBERLEY DRIVE, WOODHAM, WEYBRIDGE 
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‘SUPER/SPECIAL SALOON 

5.7-litre Chevrolet ‘of wheels and tyres. Spore 

bodyshell and numerous spares. Complete with Transit van 
and 4-wheel trailer. Only £1780. 


FORD FAIRLANE ROLLING CHASSIS £250 
jered in part exchange. Tet : 01-692 4228 (day) 


Road cars con: 


spat iu 


in Hin 73434 
Mit Jaere 


ay), 
rering) 


SUPER/SPECIAL SALOON 

63-litre Ford Mustang. 2 sets of wheels and tyres. Complete 

set of spare body panels. Numerous spares, Complete with 
‘BMC transporter, Only £1450. 


FOR SALE 


MARCH 73B FORMULA ATLANTIC 


With or without Mart BDA engine and FT200 gearbox. All in excellent 


FORD D-200 TRANSPORTER 


Ww engine, “electric tyre rack! 


yo the cer at Brands on Seturday. Car No ® 
728 nose cones, rear wings FI—FA 


Ail serious. enquiries sesicome 
RENOIR INTERNATIONAL RACING, 
165 North Streat. London SW 
Fars or ¥20 300 


Mallock U2 Mk 6/8 clubmans car. Dark blue. Built and hill- 
climbed by Vic Hood/Moyse/lan Bolton. Fitted with virtually 
new Cosworth Mk 9 engine with 40 DCOE’s and AG Cam, 
Lotus Cortina Mk 1 gearbox, etc. Immaculate and very 
successful hillclimb/sprint car. £750. 

\64 Lotus Seven Series II clubmans car. Green. Ex Walton/ 
uy Woodward. Fitted with recent rebuilt 1500 cc push-rod 
motor and ready to race. Make ideal beginners hillclimb and 
sprint car. £695. 

1968 Titan Formula 3/Atlantic Rolling Chassis complete 
requiring assembly. Unused since re-stoving and re-jizging by 
‘Arch Engineering. Immaculate. Ideal Monoposto, Formula 4, 
hillclimb car. £450. 

1974 Vegantune/GP Racing 2-litre Formula 3 1810 ec. Approx 
153 bhp. (Test sheets available). Unused since modified. £1095. 
1972 Vegantune Formula 3 engine. All steel complete with 
gazbs and clutch, etc. 1 race since rebuilt, ripe for updating 
1969’ Lotus Elan plus 2 engine (complete with clutch, carb), 
gearbox, chassis and four corners, etc. £235. 


Any road or racing car taken in part-exchange agi 
‘above. 


amly:- Spencer Elton, 


Highfield, Leigh Road, Westbury, Wilts. 
Tel : Westbury (Wilts.) 2262/3; 
Westbury 2682—home. 


FORMULA FOUR 


For the next week Low Cost Racing Ltd, will be showing a 
film of the last Formula Four Championship Race at Brands 
Hatch (on June 9th). If you would like to learn more about 
Formula Four, and see the film, give us a ring and arrange 
to pop down during the next fow days. 


Contact: Fergus Tait 
Tel: Farnham (02513) 6666 


LOW COST RACING LTD. 


Wrecclesham Road, Farnham, Surrey 


i 


ROYALE FORMULA B 


In immaculate order. Only 2 races from new. Fitted Vegantune Twin Cam, 
Hewand 5: ‘Groviner ‘system. Eany'"classwynner, mlichmbs and 
Would Srule‘Cibra” ca. £2380. 


For further details 


Tol: Hudderstild 34952 day or Huddersfield 


1008 evening. 
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BALANCING YEGAMTUME TwIM cast. Ee Tom oye noo oe 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


REDUILOS—REPAIRS—NEW AND 8/M SPARES 


RACING GEARBOX SENTRE 


a ana we (Gay) 
‘07-896 6781 (night) 


Sarenteiss Sinope Stine au 


FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 
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FORMULA FORD 


MERLYN MK 25 


The ex Mathew Argenti car, now for sale due to new spon. 
sorship, this very quick car won the Oulton Park STP Round 
earlier this year. Available as rolling chassis 


FV, 


engine complete with injection equipment. Recently 
ed by David Wood and giving 225 BHP. This is 2 good 
€1000 


FT200 Hewland box, Recent rebuild £350 


Various spare ratios each = 8 


Set Dunlop 600 x 1200 x 13, half used 40 


MACINNES AMCRON RACING 
Macinnes House 
Carlton Park Industrial Estate 
Saxmundham 
Suffolk 


Tel: SAXMUNDHAM 2262/2615 


‘STOCKISTS OF KAWASAKI PORTABLE GENERATORS 
FULL RANGE OF ENSIGN PARTS, STOCKED 


(RAGING SPARES BOUGHT FOR CAIN. 
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CRANKSHAFTS 


Specialists in the manufacture of crankshalts from steel 
forgings, nitrided or tuftrided and balanced, Formula Atlantic, 


‘BDA and Twin Cam stock items. 


Specials made to order at short notice 


Ail types of con rods made to customers’ requirements. 
Precision Components (Staffs) Limited, 


Spring Lane, Willenhall, Staffs. 
Tel: Willenhall 68075. 


IAN WARD 
RACING 


offer 


74 TROJAN 102 


for sale. 2 Smith fuel injection 
engines. 3-car transporter. 


Tel: NEWINGTON (Kent) 843021 


JOHN WINGFIELD offers 
LEC ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


The engine used successfully by Ray Mallock £1600 


HART 1850 B.D.A. 


Fitted alternator, 80 miles since Hart rebuild. Ideal sports car 
engine or suit Libre £1400 


Tel: 01-458 4204 (Work) 


R.D.H. RACING 
2 ASHBROOK ROAD, BOLLINGTON, CHESHIRE 


Tel: 0625 74022 


FOR SALE 


3 BMW 1974 Formula 2 engines, used 2/3 


ge") 


occasions and BMW serviced only. 
2 — completely overhauled as new 


1 — with 100 miles. 


Price each. Deutschemarks 19.999. 


Phone : Mr. Morley, 


TEAM SURTEES 
Edenbridge 3773. 


WANTED 


TWO 110 LITRE 
CAPACITY BAG TANKS 
To FT3 Standard 


Also 2 GRAVINER TYPE 
FIRE EXTINGUISHER SYSTEMS 


Contact S.H.A.R.P. 
0273 25348 
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ARE NOW boat oy dae DISTRIBUTORS 


oadhKunne 
WRAP A RESTALL AROUND YOU — FEEL THE DIFFERENCE 


AUTOBAHN SPORT RALLYE AUTOSTRADA 
732 739 h 731 738 


COME AND SEE THE COMPLETE RANGE 
YOu'LL NEVER WANT TO SIT IN ANYTHING ELSE 


WHEEL SPACERS 


RAC. Regulation spacers tor 
nd 


H2 bulbs 


H180 | super’ Oscar’ covers 
H180 with $/i 5 
Biodes with relay 

Biodes with S/L and 


Mk, 
Jaguar 
Spare 
studs stocked. 


lelay: re All spacers in sets of 5 Pap 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS FOR instock now | SELMAR CAR ALARM 


| DONT Warr UNTIL YouR CAR 1s 
STOLEN 


SHOCK ABSORBERS 
LOAD ADJUSTERS 
‘STRUT CARTRIDGES 7 
COMPETITIVE PRICES MINI & ESCORT Moto-Lita 
OTHERS AVAILABLE Full Range of 
Are You Switched On RAC. Competition | Wheels & Bosses 
& TO Transistorised Licence Holders Welcome KEEN PRICES 


Ignition ? 


78 FLEET ROAD. HAMPSTEAD 
lcapoutsroctcis Sy ett heie, x pe LONDON N.W.3. 01-2673821 OFS) TH 


* increase economy ce bis 
ROLL GAGES STRUT BARS | improve starting : ye eer Semse WEEKDAYS 


LAMP BRACKETS & BARS | %* improve performance 
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March Engineering Ltd. 
march) 


SHEET METAL WORKERS, 
FABRICATORS, 
G.R.P. LAMINATORS, 
ASSEMBLY SHOP FITTERS, 
REC. /TEL./TYPIST 


Only experienced personnel need apply. 
Apply to the Factory Manager on 
BICESTER 3993. 


UANSPEED to vou car 


CarburettorKits £2 Pertormance. Quality and 


‘a Janspeed Kit, 


LET US PREPARE 
YOUR CAR 


ALTA CAR & ENGINEERING CO. 


(MIKE BARNEY) 
We are offering a personal race car prepara- 
tion and repair service. 

FORMULA FORD TO FORMULA 5000 


ALSO ROAD CONVERSIONS 
Telephone us with your requirements Epsom 28939 


ENGINE 


Brand new 1974, Complete with ancillaries. Cost £5,000, accept 


£3,750 
Road car considered in part exchange 
OTTERSHAW MOTORS, 


SPINNEY HILL, ADDLESTONE, nr WEYBRIDGE, SURREY. 
(on A319 “twixt Addlestone and Chobham) 
Tol: OTTERSHAW 2514 or 2326. 


COYS OF KENSINGTON Datsun inYorkshire I 


2 QUEENS GATE MEWS, SW7 
JAGUAR D TYPE 


3.4 narrow angle cylinder heads, 14,000 miles, 
raced in USA by Walt Hangsen, completely 
original. £19,500. 


High St. Wath-on-Dearne 
THESPECIALIST TUNED NERotherham 


01-584 7444. DATSUN DEALERS Tel. Rotherham 0709 873407 


A MEMBER OF THE ALAN SMITH GROUP 


OFFICIAL HEWLAND AGENTS 
First-class repair service by factory trained staff. 48 hour 
collection or delivery on receipt of your instructions.* 
Prompt attention given to any enquiry, spares or repairs 
immediate dispatch of goods by any method to suit your 
requirements. 

OVERSEAS ORDERS WELCOMED 

‘AND PROMPTLY EXECUTED 

Tel: 0332 40606. MANCHESTER ST. DERBY 

* WITH FEW EXCEPTIONS DEPENDING ON YOUR AREA 


ATLANTIC B.D.A. 


Completely rebuilt, including new rods, 
pistons, oil pumps, c/w carbs and manifold. 
Brake test run only. £1,150. 


Tel: Wormley 2270 
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SPHERICAL BEARINGS. 


sone ang acing Aceemaran (Wotbarn) 


TIMING EQUIPMENT 


TRAILERS 


Yaton to 3tons 


RACE WHERE ? 


aby Stree for ine target 


WEST LONDON'S RACING CENTRE 


See our Grand Prix and sale offers 
‘on page 4. 


4. & J. STANTON LTD, 
95 Pimlico Road, London SW1 
‘Tel: 01-730 008s, 


HISTORIC RACING CARS 


WANTED 


ROLLING ROAD 


WHEELS 


For all wheel problems contact: 
MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


ROLLOVER BARS 
SAFETY DEVICES : : rig London, 
ROLL-OVER BARS AND CAGES ; ke pec oo ag 

FROM JEMWOOD Bears Ce epee soe 


WV shied Bind, Sagharde Goh 


cre 


ee ae For further details 
RACING SCHOOL of advertisements on these 
CADWELL PARK. ON FIRESTONE Leg 
ring 01-636 3600 
Tai 06738 41 for deat ie ext 49 
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WHEELS & TYRES 


five 7s x2 


TWO SPECIALIST FITTERS 


229/233 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1. Tel: 01-407 3262 


Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 


HTH NNN 
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GRAND SALE CHEVY SMALL BLOCK 


BARTZ FSaGD short block, complete with_ Engle roler cam. Maniey pistons 
[a Wine” bored: 


CHEVY BIG BLOCK 


Pair Ally heads completely re-worked. a8 new. 


Fea \enghe toler cam and. tit complete: C100. Edelbrock. THUY. ine 


Mranitold'"ena'3 Molley 860 ‘carbs, £200 


MISCELLANEOUS PARTS 


Nywneel, ate. £ 


Super TIO close 
with ‘new set tof Bia 
Tew E28 Includes Specer kit! Oldsmobile narrowed eer sale "2 


V6 FORD PARTS 


25. VB block, de. 
jon cum. £100) 


CARS 


198. 1871 AS Y600. 1907 MGB GT. OMters 
23: 1890 TA Toscan in wit form, mont 
rear. £880. 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


(make of car, etc.) 


MOTOR RACING IS DANGEROUS 


GORDON SPICE 


LINEA SPORT FPT IGD SAFETY 
VISOR 


GRIFFIN HELMETS 
TRACK STAR HELMETS 


STAINES 67867 


12B Central Trading Estate, 
Staines, Middlesex. 


L&G 
FIRE APPLIANCE 
co. LTD. 


it 2-5 kilogram dry powder 

ments of the 

RAC/FIA, complete with bracket £9.90 
including VAT. Part No. MR25. 


L. @ G. FIRE APPLIANCE CO. LTD. 
MOTOR SPORT DIVISION 
CAXTON STREET NORTH 

LONDON E.16 


Tel: 01-476 3991/10 


FOLLOW 
THE 
LEADERS TO: 


JAYBRAND 
Race Wear 
HIGHBURY STREET, 


PETERBOROUGH 
Phone: 0733-68247 


Going To 
Brands Hatch ? 
(and you haven't got a thing to 
wear !) 


Full range of both No 
proof overall 


1d FPI flame- 
waiible, All other 


‘nee) ite “CATALOGUE 
(Opposite Brande Haven 
pposite Brands Hatch main gate! 
‘Main Road, W. Kingsdown, 
Se Kent 
Tel: W. Kingsdown (047-485) 2271/3258 


eo) SAFETY DEVICES 
= ROLL OVER BARS 


mY 

Fitted to Ford AVO as original and 

equipment, British Leyland special 
Chrysler 

‘department 

Lotus Elite as Original Equipment 


88 Fulbourn Old Drift, 
Cambridge 
Tel: Cambridge 42268 


tuning, ‘competitions 


JOHN ALEY 


F.1L.A. - TYPE ROLL-OVER 
BARS 


ALEYBARS 


LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON 


Telephone: 
Sawston (02203) 2575 


Even the world’s fastest and 
most exciting cars perform 
better on Michelin XWX steel 
braced radials. These broad, 
low profile VR rated tyres give 
leech-like roadholding, wet or 
dry, even at the very upper limits 
ofacar’s speed capability. Isn't 
that a comforting thought as 
you putyour foot down? 


